Public Health Bill.

Clause passed. ’
Clauses 152 to 180—agreed to.

Clause 181—Examination of milk:

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: This clause
provided that it was an offence to sell
milk drawn from a eow within ten days
before or five days after calving. The
period should be one month before calv-
ing, and four days afterwards would be
sufticient.

Hon. E. McLARTY: This was a mat-
ter of importance. The person who
drafted the clause had evidently little
knowledge of this subject.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Perhaps it would
be well to extend the time to twenty or
thirty days before ecalving.
need not trouble about the guestion, for
few eows would give any milk np to the
time of calving.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE
amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) of

Subclause 1, the word “ ten” be struck

out and “ thirty’’ inserted in lieu.

moved an

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There was no objection to the amend-
ment,

Amendment passed; clause as amended
agreed to.

Clauses 182 to 193—agreed to.

Clause 194—Sale of food and drugs
not of the nature and substance and
guality demanded :

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: What was the
definition of “ sells any compounded food
or drug which is not compounded of the
ingredients in accordance with the de-
mand of the purchaser ”’?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
was a copy of Sections 45 and 46 of the
present Aet and of the English Act. It
was quite clear.

Clause passed.

Claunses 195 to 211—agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjonrned at eleven minutes
past 6 o'cloek, until the next day.
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The SPEAKER ook the Chair at 4.30:
d’clock p.m,

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Railweys : Rates:
and Regulations for the conveyance of
passengers, stock, and parcels.

By the Minister for Works: Special

. By-laws passed by the Peak Hill Roads.

Board.

By the Premier: 1, Agreement and
Reports in connection with the proposed::
purchase of the Denmark Railway and:
Estate. 2, Plans (3) showing classifi--
cation of lands near Denmark and be-
tween Demmark and Bridgetown.

By the Attorney General : Papers re
imprisonment of Joseph Chilman for
Contempt of Court at Kalgoorlie.

QUESTION — DEBTOR IMPRIS-
ONED, A MEDICAL LEVY.

Mr. BATH asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Has his attention been drawn to-
the case of ‘Mr. Joseph Chilman, who is
undergoing imprisonment for contempt
of court because of his refusal to pay
an account for medical attendanee for
which he had made provision by payment
to a medical levy? 2, If so, bas any ac-
tion been taken by ,the Crown Law De-
partment in the matter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, The Resident Magistrate was-
asked to furnish a report on the matter,
which I bave laid upon the table of the.
House. As the repori is somewhat long,.



654 Medical Agreements.
I will ask leave to lay it on the table of
the House.

Paper laid on table.

QUESTION — MINERS' MEDICAL

AGREEMENTS.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Aines : Will he give consideration to the
question of making provision for the
registration of medical agreements on the
mines, with & view to ensuring their due
ohservance 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : I have referred the matter to the
Colonial Secretary, and will advise the
hon. member later.

QUESTION—WATER-METER RENT,
AS TO ABOLISHING.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Minister for
Works: Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment, in accordance with the expressed
will of this House, to abolish the charge
made for water-meter rent at the end of
‘the present year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plid: Yes; but some rearrangement of
rates and charges for excess water may
be neeessarv to recoup the loss of rev-
enue oceasioned by the abolition of meter
rents.

QUESTION-—MACHINERY INSPEC-
TION QFFICERS.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Mines : 1, On what dates did the Chief
Inspector of Machinery leave Perth to
condoet engine-drivers’ examinations at
Bunbury and Ravensthorpe respectively
in October last, and what was the date
of his return in each instance? 2, Was
he accompanied by another officer of the
Mines Department? If so, by whom?
3, What amount was paid to each officer
by way of allowances in addition to sal-
aries? 4, What was the total number of
candidates examined in each instance?
5, Was any other work or duty per-
formed by each in addition to the con-
duct of such examinations? If so, the
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nature of same? B, What was the total
cost of the two visits, ineluding salaries
and allowances?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, (a) Left Perth 30th Septem-
ber for Bunbwry and returned 3rd Oec-
tober, (D) Left Perth for Ravensthorpe
7th October, and returned 19th Octoher.
2, (a) Yes. To Bunbury by Inspector
of Machinery Tickle. (&) To Ravens-
thorpe by Inspector of Mines Culling-
worth, 3, (@) Inspector Tickle, £1 2s. 6d.
(b) Inspector Cullingworth, £8 10s. (c)
Chief Inspector of Machinery, £13 7s. 44.
4, (@) Bunbury: Applications, 8; Can-
didates, 3. (b) Ravensthorpe: Applica-
tions, 13 ; eandidates, 10. (¢) Albany:
Applications, 5; ecandidates, 3. 5, Yes.
Inspection of plants; inspection of mines;
and examination of engine-drivers at Al-
bany. 6, £73 8s. 8d., including delay at
Hopetoun through non-arrival of steamer.

" QUESTION—RAILWAY OFFICER’S

CLATM FOR LOSS OF OFFICE.
Egz-Detective McCartney.

Mr. DAGLISH (without notice), on
behaif of Mr. Foulkes, asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: Will be lay on the
table the ecorrespondence between ex-de-
tective MeCartney and the Minisier for
Railways and the Acting Commissioner
of Railways, in connection with My,
MeCartney’s elaim for compensation for
loss of office

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: I have no objection.

DENMARK RAILWAY AND ES-
TATE PURCHASE.

Motion to Approve.

Message from the Governor received
and read, recommending appropriation
for the purpose of the purchase.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved—
That this House approves of the
purchase by the Gorvernment of the
Denmark Railway and Estate, at the
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price of £50,000, and subject to the
termg and conditions of a Draft Agree-
ment now submitted to the House.

He said: I have here a ecopy of the
agreement veferred to, also copies of
various reports on the property under
consideration, plans showing the route
of the railway, also of the lands referred
to in the schedule to the agreement, and
the Government lands available for selee-
tion in the vicinity of the railway. I
bave pleasure in laying these papers, by
leave, on the table of the House. In sub-
mitting this motion for the approval of
purchase, T shall endeavour to give hon.
members as much information as possible
o regard to the nature and quality of the
land which forms the subject of this pro-
. posal, as well as the negotiations which
have led to the project now submitfed for
the consideration of the House. The
Denmark Estate forms a portion of Loea-
tion 402. It is one of those locations
acquired some years ago by the West
Australian Land Company, when the rail-
way from Albany to Beverley was built.
This railway, and the lands ferming the
subject of discussion, were revested in
the Government in 1896, when the Great
Southern Railway and the lands adjacent
thereto were acquired by purchase from
the West Australian Land Company for
the sum of £1,100,000. In the year 1884,
prior to Responsible Government, a con-
tract was entered inte by the Western
Australian Government with Mr. Anthony

Hordern for the construction of a rail- |

way from Albany to Beverley, the con-
sideration being that on the completion
of that railway he or his assigns were to
receive a Crown grant of 12,000 aecres
per mile for each mile of railway con-
strueted. Later on a company was
formed to take over this concession from
Mr. Hordern. The railway was con-
structed, and some 3,000,000 acres of
land was vesied in the company. This
land was selected within an area of 40
miles on either side of the railway from
Albany to Beverley. Amongst the first
areas seleeted was this Location 402,
which eomprised an area 38 miles long
by 10 miles wide, from Albany north,
on the western side of the Great South-
ern Railway. Some 19 years ago by a
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strange coincidence, I was entrusted with
the survey of this Loeation 402, the first
block surveyed by the West Australian
Land Company; which survey, by the
way, was very heavy work owing to the
dense serub in that part of the distriet.
While I was engaged ou the survey of
this line I drew attention to the faet that
we bad some splendid forests of karri
in the neighbourhood of the Denmark
River and to the north of Wilson’s Inlet,
with the result that a little later the at-
tention of several well-known timber peo-
ple was called to that faet. Soon after-
wards Messrs. Hudson Brothers, the
great rolling-stoek firm of Svdney, eame
over and made an inspection of this
land with a view to establishing mills in
the neighbourhood; but owing to the
fact that the West Australian Land Com-
pany at that time asked £2 an acve
for the Jand, the deal was deeclared
off. When it was decided fo call
tenders for the construction of the
Great Southern Railway, Millar Brothers
were the sueccessful tenderers; and as
scon as their earthworks were laid down
as far as Torbay they immediately pro-
ceeded to lay down a railway from what
is known as Torbay Junction to the Tor-
bay Hills, with a view to establishing in
the hills mills for supplying them with
timber to be used in the Great Southern
line. As a result, sleepers for the first
180 miles of the railway from Albany
towards Beverley were suapplied from
the Torbay district. For vears after-
wards Millar Brothers earried on the
timber milling industry at Torbay; and
when the timber in that distriet was eut
oul they extended the ling to Denmark
and aenuired from the West Australian
Land Company some 24,000 acres, which
area is portion of the land we are
at the present moment discussing.
This line was an extension of an original
line previously put down by Millar
Brothers, under an agreement with the
West Australian Land Company, where-
by Millar Brothers received 2,000 acres
per mile for each mile of railway they
eonstructed, conditionally upon certain
improvenents being undertaken, the
Government reserving the right to

purchase the railway, at the expira-
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fion of seven years, at the rate of
£1,000 per mile. Failing this, the
railway was to revert to the Govern-
ment in 14 years’ time. However,
this agreewent was amended in May,
1899, Millar Brothers giving up the con-
-cession of about 25,000 acres, inclusive
of the 15,000 held in fee simple, to-
gether with improvements valued at
£10,000 ; and n consideration they re-
ceived the fee simple of a strip of land
two chains wide and about four and a-
‘half long on which their line was built,
together with the fee simple of 1,000
-acres surrounding: the manager’s house.
This amendment of the original agree-
ment was brought about as the result of
a motion passed by the Legislative As-
sembly on the 12th October, 1898, The
company then purchased this additional
land and resumed operations on what
‘was known as the Denmark townsite,
sitvated on the Denmark River, one mile
north of where the river enters Wilson’s
Inlet. In 1904, during the time the
Daglish Government was in power, Mil-
lars agreed to hand over this railway
-and cancession if the Government would
provide an equal mileage of rails and
fastenings and at the same time grant
‘a timber lease of 100,000 acres near
Warren River, at nominal rent.  Their
idea was to construct a line from some-
where near Karridale, thirty odd miles in
the direction of the Warren. This offer
was quite rightly refused, inasmueh as,
had it heen agreed to, it would have
meant that the Government for the
"23.000 acres which had already been eut
-out would have been giving up 100,000
acres of the best karri land in Western
Australia. 1f I had been asked to pick
‘the best 50,000 acres of karri country in
Western Australia T would certainly have
Jocated it in the neighbourhood of the
Warren. Those members who have had
an opportaniiy of inspecting the karmi
forests there will bear me out in this
«contention.  Negotiations still continued
and Inspector Brockman was asked to
Teprrt on  ike country lving between
Bridzetown and Denmark, paying special
attenlion to the country in the vicinity
-of the head of the line from: Denmark.

"Towards the end of 1905 Mr. Chaplin,
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who was then Director of Agriculiure,
and who had been instructed to make an
inspection of the Albany District to re-
port upon its suitability for dairying
operations, also made an inspection of
the property nnder review, and formed a
very high opinion of its value as a
suitable district for ecarrying on dairy
operations. He also made a valuation
in connection with this property, which
was considered by members of the
Cabinet at that time a very high oane.
He stated in reference to it :—

““The country in this locality, and
which may be said to be tapped by the
railway, eontains probably some of the
best soil in the State, while the elimate
15 all that ean be desired for agrieunl-
tural purposes. A perusal of the at-
tached rainfall return (from 1898 to
1904) gives an adequate idea of
what may be considered its extremely
favourable moisture. It will be
noticed that in the summer months
the rainfall is ample, and country
such as this should econstitute one
of the best flelds in Awvstralia
for the settlement of dairy farmers, .
orchardists, and general agricultur-
ists. There is permanent water and
running  streams, and if the country
were cut up into blocks of from 100 to
200 acres, there would be room for a
considerable number of families.
While I was at the settlement horses
were provided, and in company with
a number of the settlers I visited and
inspected a large arvea of the country.
In addition to the area held by the
company there are about 100,000 acres
of first-class Crown land, which it is
estimated would be served by the rail-
way, and which could be profitably
utilised, were the line in the hands of
the State. The ecuntry is undnlating,
both ridge and valley over large areas
being composed of choeolate or brown
soi] indieative of more than ordinary
fertility.”’

I do not propose to give members the
benefit of the whole of the report, as I
have laid the document on the table of

the House. T may inecidentally mention
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that Mr, Chaplin valued the property at
£74,895, the items being as follow :—

£
18,147 acres of first-class land at
£2 per acre .. . .. 36,847
6,145 acres of second-elam land
af §s. Bd. per acre .. 2,048
30 miles of raxlway at £1,000 per
mile 30,000
Buildings 4,000
Plant, inc¢luding locomotwe aud
1oll1ng stock . 2,000
£74,895
Mr. Chaplin adds to his estimate the

following : —

“ The railway appears to me to be in
good running order at present, al-
though I did not examine it carefully.
I would respectfully snggest, however,
that an officer from the Railway De-
partment be requested to make a valna-
tion of the line. There are some rather
expensive bridges on the line, and the
earthworks, in places, have evidently
involved a fair amonnt of work.”

Millars made an offer for the disposal
of this line and land for £85,000, pay-
able in four per cent. debentures, which
was considered by Cabinet too high, and
a letter was written to them informing
them accordingly. In February of that
year I visited Albany, proceeding from
Bridgetown. I was accompanied by the
Houorary Minister (Mr. Mitchell), and
we went through to Albany. While at
Albany I received a deputation from the
settlers in the neighbourhood and the
townspeople as to the purchase of this
railway, and later on I took the oppor-
tunity of going out to Denmark, renew-
ing my acquaintance with the district,
and made an inspection (lasting a few
howrs) of the property which iz now
under review. Later on I reported to
Cabinet the result of my visit in the
following terms:—

“1 beg to submit for Cabinet's con-
sideration on the papers hereunder
dealing with the Torbay and Denmark
property of Millars’” Karri and Jarrah
Co. Ltd., together with the eompany’s
offer to sell the whole of the land, rail-
way, and improvements to the Govern-
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ment for £85,000, payable in 4 per
cent. debenture bonds, redeemable in
1925, not to bear interest till after the
31st December, 1909, or alternatively
for the sum of £70,000 payable in de-
benture bonds bearing 4 per cent. in-
terest from 1st July, 1906, redeemable
in 19257

I proceeded to give a review of what had

iaken place in regard to the negotiations

and went on to say farther:—

“On my instructions an officer of
the department reported on the land
contained within this estate (pages 53-
59 of 1720/04 attached) in which it
is stated there are 22 settlers in close
proximity to the railway, holding in
the aggregate 6,000 acres. Twelve of
the areas totalling 3,680 acres are in
good order, but the remaining 10 with
1,900 acres are only in the first stages
of settlement, The value of improve-
ments made by the first 12 seftlers was
estimated at about £3,000. They have
grown some hay erops, and the average
for the distriet is something like two
tons to the acre.  The potato crops
last year retwrned an average of about
4 tons, some of them going as high as
10 tons, and as much as 10 tons of
onions have been raised in the district ;
the couniry consists of red gum and
karri. During my recent visit I had
an opportunity of inspecting some of
the market gardens there and found
that the vegetables were doing remark-
ably well. I was also satisfied, as a
result of this visit, that grasses grow
exceptionally well, as there were
several splendid plots of lucerne, rye,
red and white clover, paspalum, and
cocksfoot. There can be no doubt as
to the produectiveness of the soil in
this part of the State, and provided
the property could be purchased at a
reasonable fizure I would recommend
that the Government aequire it. I
cannot agree with the valuation given
by either the Director of Agriculture
or that sahmitted by the eompany, de-
spite the faet that it s a substantial
reduetion on their previous valuation
of £123,650. T think if this property-
could be purchased for £50,000 it would
be a good deal for the Staie, but
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whether the company would accept
that or not I am not in a position to

say. My estimate is made np as
follows :—
£
25,000 acres at 17s. Gd. per
aere - .. .. 21873
Railway . . .. 23,200
Buildings ‘e .. o 3,000
Plant . . o 2,000
Tatal . £50,075

The question of the purchase of this
railway and land by the Government
is a burning one with the people al-
ready settled there. A deputation was
introduced to me in Albany on my
recent visit by Mr. Barnett, M.I.A.,
which included among others the Hons.
Wesley Maley, ML.C, and S. J.
Haynes, M.L.C., the Mayor of Albany,
Mr. A. Y. Hasseli, the President of
the Chamber of Commerce and a con-
siderable number of settlers and resi-
dents adjacent to the line. The object
of the deputation was to urge upon the
Government the necessity for acquiring
this railway and lands. It was pointed
ont that owing to the stoppage of the
train service several of the settlers had
to abandon their holdings, although
they had taken up the land on the
nnderstanding that the line would eon-
tinue to be run, and as the roads were
practically impassable, they had found
it impossible to carry on. I promised
the deputation to lay the matter hefore
Cabinet on my return. Whether this
property could he acquired under the

Agricultural Lands Purchase Aet or’

whether consent of Parliament would
first be necessary to the purchase is
a matter on which I should like to
have the opinion of the Crown Law
Department, and if Cabinet consents
I will take the necessary steps to ab-
tain this adviee with a view to opening
up negotiations with the company on
the basis of my valuation of the pro-
perty.”

The last offer we received from Millars
was £75,000, practically the value which
the then Directer of Agriculture had
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placed upon it. While the Rason Govern-
ment were in power I wrote under in-
struetions from Cabinet stating that we
considered the price too high, and were
not prepared to consider farther negotia-
tions unless a wmore reasonable price
was submitted. Eventually Millars
agreed that they wounld be able to offer
us the property for £30,000, subject to
the approval of their London directors.
That was during the latter end of last

‘year. Durving the early part of this year

Mr. Paterson, the Manager of the Agwi-
enltural Bank, was asked to proceed to
Denmark with a view to reporting on
the property and as to the advisability
or olherwise of the Government aequir-
ing it. He visited the area, made a care-
ful inspection of the property, and was
very enthusiastic as to its adaptability
for close settlement. He stated that it
was an ideal spot for dairying operations,
and spoke very favourably in regard‘to
the purchase of the property. He did
not profess to value the railway, but con-
fined his operations to the inspection of
the land. Speaking of this property he
said —

“ Undoubtedly this portion of the
property contains some of the very
best soil in Western Ausiralia. The
climate is all that could be desired for
agrogomic purposes, and if wisely
handled will become the most valuable
area of equal size in this State. The
annual rainfall may be put down at 45
inches, therefore sufficient for the
needs of settlers who should practise
intense - eulture on this most sunitable
avea, Situated as this land is some
40 miles west of Albany, and near the
coast, it is practically free from frosts,
consequently there is no risk for ihe
potato grower on this score, and big
crops through the year should be re-
lied upon. Onions also should give
good returns, for both ¥limate and
land are most suitable for their growth.
English grasses keep pgreen the year
round, which makes it possible for
dairying to be engaged in with cer-
tainty of profit, and it is in this
loeality where the best apples are
grown, therefore it may be reasonably
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supposed, if the right class of settler
occupies this country they will be pro-
sperous. ] had an opportunity of see-
ing some of the settlers in this locality,
and found that all kinds of vegetables,
lucerne, rye grass, many clovers,
coeksfoot, and paspalum, grow excep-
tionally well. The fruit frees are re-
markable for size and productiveness ;
therefore, as a whole, the 24,582 acres
T inspected would be of good value to
this State at 20s. per acre.”
Members will notice that Mr. Paterson,
n his valuation, allows 2s. Gd. per acre
nore than I did when valuing the pro-
serty. He states farther :—

*#If this land and railway is secured
by the State, I would strongly advise
limiting the area for one person to 100
acres.  There would be a better pro-
spect of the whole arvea being subdued
and brought under cuitivation. There-
fore T think special effort should be
made to secure first-class men to seleet
and every encouragement given finan-
cially to enable settlers to put their
land to its best uwse. From this estate
in a few years the output of fruit,
potatoes, onions, and butier would
add materially to the prosperity of
Albany, as the port for shipment of
apples must be there, and they could
be taken from the cool lands on which
they would be grown and shipped
within a few hours into cool chambers,
without being subject to any elimatie
changes which would be likely to injure
ihem. Westetn Australia’s greatest
want agronomically to-day is suitable
summer land for dairying, and heve at
Denmark it appears to me the som-
mer would be the most prolific season,
as the rainfall appears to be certain
and sufficient for this most important
industry.” )

His valuation of the lands comprised
in the whole area, at £1 per acre, was
£24,832, while he estimated the value of
the buildings at £4,500; or a total of
£20,382. But he asked that the railway
itself should be valued by an officer of
the Railway Department, with the result
that the Commissioner of Railways was
instrueted to send an officer. The officer
selected was Mr. Dartnall, who put down
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the value of the railway as a going eon-
cern at £28,000. This Myr. George cou-
sidered too high; but taking Mr. Dartnall’s
valuation of £28,000 and Mr. Paterson’s
valuation of the land and buildings at
£29,382, a total valnation is arrived at
of a little over £57,000, or somewhere
about £7,000 more than the valuation I
made in Febrnary of last year. During
the progress of these negotations the
train service was hung up for a consider-
able period, and we received constant
representations from people in the viein-
ity urzing us to see what could be done
to enable them to seenre railway ecom-
munieation. The railway was there, and
settlers had produee which they desired
to take to market; and the only means
they had of getting to warket was by
one of the most wretched roads in the
country, some of the flats being bogholes
in winter and sandheaps in summer. In
1906 Millars" Company made the sugges-
tion to run a train service—a bi-weekly
service, [ think—for £1,750 per annum.
To this the Government eould not agree.
In February of this year arrangements
were made for a weekly service; but it
was found more eonvenient to have a
fortnightly service, a train to run from
and to Albany on the same day, this
being  preferable. In  Februmvy of
this year, eousequently, a lease was
granted to the Government, pending the
eompletion of these negotiations and sub-
jeet io the Government keeping the line
in order, at a peppercorn rental. That
agreeinent was signed in Marveh of this
vear, and the train service started on
May 3rd. T have laid on the table of
the House a copy of the agreement for
the purchase of the railway. I do not
think it necessary to go fully into the
terms of that agreement,-farther than
to say that its chief points are that under
the agreement the Government obtains
from Miltars’ Karri and Jarrah Com-
pany (1902), Limited, the right of pur-
chase of the Demmark Railway and all
the land belonging to the company com-
prised in the area served by the railway
from Torbay Junetion to Denmark, and
all the other property of the company
relating to the railway exeepting only
that named in the schedule, at the price
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of £50,000. We thonght it more ad-
visable to set out in the schedule what
we were not buying, so that there could
be no dispute when the railway was taken
over as to what was or was not included
in the agreement; therefore, the sehedule
sets out the property not included in the
option, and includes practieally only
. mill accessories. Tt is for the Fouse
to say whether the Government shall ex-
ercise the option in the terms of the
draft agreement as now submitted for
approval. By this agreement the Gov-
ernment will obtain the railway and lands
embodied in the draft agreement free
of all encumbrances, and payment is to
be made to the trustees of the dehenture
holders of the ecompany. The option
contains all the ordinary conditions of
sale as between vendor and purchaser,
with a farther provision reserving the
rights of the eompany in the event of
the option not being exercised. T have
already set out the details of the various
valuations; but it may not be out of
place at this stage to hriefly set them out
once more, so that members may have
some idea as to bow the varions valua-
tions were arrived at. The first valua-
tion was made in November 1906, by
the then Director of Agriculture, who
sel out as his value £74,895, made
up by £36847 for the first-class
land, £2,048 for the second-class land,
£30,000 for the railway, £4,000 for the
buildings, and £2,000 for the plant. By
valuation was—25,000 acres at 17s. Gd.
per acre, £21,875; raillway, £23200 (a
little over £700 per mile); buildings and
plant, £5,000; total, £50,075. Mr. Pater-
son’s valuation was—£24,882 for the land
{at £1 per aere), and £4,500 for the
buildings, or a total of £29,382 for the
land and buildings exelusive of the rail-
way, which railway-was valued by Mr.
Dartnall at £28305. Mr. Dartnall’s
valuation was made up as follows—earth-
works at £250 per wile, railway at £500
per mile, sleepers at £50 per mile, bal-
lasting at £150 per mile, total per mile
£350, or a total for the 28 miles of
£28,600; to which he added—bridges
£1,500, culverts £125, points and cros-
sings £80. DMr. Dartnall farther states
that he considers in order to put the line
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in good working order it would be ad-
visable to renew sleepers in different
places, to strengthen the bridges, put in
extra sidings near Denmark, clear serub
and trees etcetera, at a cost of £2,630,
If the above work were carried out, he
considers that a ganger and four men
wounld be sufficient to keep the line in
good repair, when an average speed of
15 miles an hour eould be maintained
throughout.  [Mr. Bath: What weight
of rails?] Rails, 45 Ihs. We now have
an opportunity of aequiring on execep-
tionally reasonable terms both the rail-
way and the estate; and I think frow the
valuations made by the various officers
coneerned, it will be rvealized by hon.
members that £50,000 is a reasonable
offer. At least it seemed to the Govern-
ment they would be wanting in their duty
had they not submitted this offer to the
House, with the fullest possible informa-
tion, so that members might be in a posi-
tion to judge for themselves as to whether
it would be good business for the State
to aequire this railway and property. The
railway is 30 miles in length, and as
shown by Mr. Dartnall is in fairly good
working order; and it must eventually
be the first section of a through line from
Albany to Bridgetown. Undounbtedly
that through line, if constructed, will
start from Torbay Junetion and go via
Deep River, nltimately joining the exist-
ing railway system at Bridgetown. This
arca of 23,000 acres, as I have already
pointed out, was selected some years ago
from the Land Company by Millars, and
contains a large portion of most fertile
soil in a distriet noted for the magnifi-
cence of its climate and regular rainfall.
I have endeavoured to give members every
information possible, besides supplying
particulars of the negotiations which
have led up to the present proposal. Pos-
sibly the report whieh -will influence mem-
bers as much as any is that of the Man-
ager of the Agrienltural Bank, Mr. Pat-
erson, who has exceptional opportunities
of becoming proficient in the art of valu-
ing properties, and whose judgment is
generally relied upon as being sound. 1
have given my idea of the value of the
property, which undoubtedly contains a
very big percentage of rich soil. Evi
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dence of the fertility of the soil may be
obtained by those desirous of farther in-
formation on this point, in the experi-
eiice of Mr. Knapp and others settled in
the vieinity, who have reared large fam-
ilies on small areas of land. I would
also like to point oui that there are fhoun-
sands of acres of good land af present
Crown lands, which would be opened up,
some of it splendid grazing country near
the coast. Some of the hills in that
neighbourhood form amongst the best
grazing country in Western Australia.
Mr. Brockiman, who was instrucied to
report on that land, says:—

“It appears from the informa-
tion obtainable that within a 10-mile
radins of the Denmark-Torbay Rail-
way there are some 35,000 aeres suit-
able for selection under first-class con-
ditiong, ineluding about 3,000 acres in
the Torbay Agricultural Area, 10,000
aeres of coast dairy land, and some
15000 acres suitable for cultivation
within the freehold land offered to the
Government by the Timber Combine,
and the adjoining land between that
ares and the coast.”

Mr. Angove, from whose report T have
already quoted, says that in his opinion
there is a great future before thal por-
tion of the district. He states:—

“In my opinion, and I have formed

- thai opinion by ocular demonsiration,
and having a knowledpge of the disiriet
for a number of years, the district has
a great future before it. When pota-
toes, onions, fruit and grasses will
grow and can be seen growing so well
on the various kinds of soil, there
must be a bright futare for it, if given
the facilities necessary for development,
viz., quick and stable means of com-
munieation.”

Referring to the fishing industry, Mr.

Angove says:—

“The fishing industry was ecarried
on by Smith Brothers; but on the
stoppage of the trains, they found cart-
ing too expensive and laborious, there-
fore they closed down.”

As a matter of fact Wilson’s Inlet, in the
neighbourhood of this railway, is one of
the best fishing grounds in Western Aus-
tralia; and Smith Brothers, who were
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established there for fifteen or twenty
years, did a very big trade in this in-
dustry until the stoppage of the trains,
when they found it too expensive to eart
their fish inio Albany.

Mr. Tayler: About what quantity of
fish used they to send to market weekly?

The PREMIER : A little over two fons
per week. Mr® Angove farther says:—

“ There can be no doubt that the
running of the irains would not pay
expenses for some time; but something
must be done if the district is to pro-
gress, and by running the trains it
wonld give those already ot the land
better heart, and wonld enable them
to farther improve their properties,
and would also induece fresh settlement
to take place.”

Ar, Holman : Do not they run trains
there now?

The PREMIER: We have lately en-
tered into an agreement by wbich we
have leased the property at a peppercorn
rental pending the consideration of this
proposal, and a train has been running
every fortnight. First of all the ar-
rangement was made for a weekly ser-
vice, but afterwards it was found better
to run trains fortnightly, one each way,
so that people sould go to and from
Albany on (he same day. Should Par-
liament approve of the proposal to se-
cure this property it is our intention to
spend a eonsiderable amount of money
on improving it, beeause it is no use pur-
chasing the raibway and buying the pro-
perty if we do not do something to clear
the land. On this land some of the
densest undergrowth in West Australia
grows, The karri has all been ent out,
and the dense hazel serub has practieally
taken possession of the land. My idea
would be to slash down this serub and
burn it over, and subdivide the land into
blocks of not more than 100 acres, clear-
ing at least 10 acres of each block, so
that eaeh man who took up land would
have a start and be able to secure some
return. )

Mr, Taylor : How much wounld it cost
per aere to clear ¢ .

The PREMIER : Mr. Paterson esti-
mates it at £4 an acre, but I think that if
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it was cut down and burned at the proper
time it could be got rid of for less.

Mr. Bath: Yhat about the karri
stumps ¢

The PREMIER : It must be a question
of time in dealing with thewm. I want
members to thoroughly unnderstand that
if we do buy the property we will have
to spend money on it. -

Mr. Taylor : Tt really means that the
Government have fo spend £40 on each
100-acre block.

The PREMIER : Yes ; and the amonnt
expended would be 1'epa1d over a period
of 20 years, just as we have done when
we have ringbarked in other portions of
the State. The rainfall is abundant in
the distriet, and the soil is particularly
adapted for sminmer grasses, the property
is exceedingly well watered. angd it is in
close proximity to the port of Albany.
All these facts eombine in my opinion to
make it a good property to acquire. The
township of Denmark, situated on the
west side of the Denmark River, consists
of from 30 to 70 buildings, a eouple of
churches, a hall, and several other build-
ings ; these latter wounld be valuable, and
many of the smaller cottages could be
disposed of at a nominal eost to those
who take up the land. If we obtain only
asmall price for these houses it would he
advisable to give those settlers, who take
up land there, the opportunity of aequir-
ing them at a reasonable cost, tfaking
down and re-ereeting them on their own
holdings. They are made of wood with
galvanised iron roofs. In conclusion I
would like to say that in my opinion this
railway will eventually form one of the
first sections of the railway from
Bridgetown to Albany, which, if eon-
structed, will praetically give us a new
provinee, and open a territory which will,
in the future, form a home for many
hundreds of settlers, being one of the
most fertile vegions in the State and
baving this advantage, that a man, given
railway comumunieation, will be able to
obtain a home on a very small area.

Mr. Johnson : Do you propose to run
the Kojonup line to Bridgetown ?

The PREMIER : The Kojonup line
will eventunally join the line authorised
last yenr from Preston to Boyup Brook.
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I commend this proposal to the favon
able consideration of the House. |
there is any farther information I es
give to hon, members on this importas
matter I shall be only too happy to do s

Mr. Bath: Will the Premier lay il
files on the table?

The Premier: 1 shall be pleased to ¢
80.

On wotion by Mr. Baih, debate a
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1907-8.
In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from the 6th November, M
Daglish in the Chair.

DEPARTMENT oOF MINES
Gregory, Minister).

{Hon, 1

Vote—>Mines Generally, £51,355:

The MINISTER FOR MINES in i
trodueing the Estimates of the Min
Department said: In view of the reee
decline in our gold yield and the pes
mistic utterances of many people,
thought it would be wise to make a she
review of the mineral industry, and e
deavour to point out that there is ve
little reason to feel in any way doubtf
concerning it. There has been a decres
in value. In 1905 the value of the m
put was £7.818,000 ; in 1906 it w
£7,475,000; while for the nine mont
of the present year the value of the m
put has been £5,214,000. This shows
continuous <ecrease for the past th:
years ; but it is not that there bas be
a smaller quantity of stone trented, it
that we are getting a smaller avera
value from the stone.  The indust
is employing as many people now as
any time in its history, and I think ik
in the future we will find it more p
gressive and more valuable to the St
than it bas been in the past. The ¢
treated in 1903 was 2,643,000 tons, wi
an average value of 58s. 6d. per ton.
1906, the tonnage inereased to 2,378,0
tons, but the average value decreased
30s. 6d. ' During the nine months of ¢
present year the tonnage treated has be
2,213,394 tons, a monthly inerease
8,000 tons over last year, but the val
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has decreased to 46s. Gd. per ton, a de-
crease In value of 4s. for every ton
treated. But I think that is a good sign,
because though the value of the stone
treated is not so great, it is at the same
time a value which can well be worked
economically; and if we have these large
low-grade propositions treated it means
a longer life for our mines. In addition
to our gold mines we have the advan-
tage of the recent improvements that
have taken plaee in mining for the baser
metals. Unfortunately the condition of
the market for copper and tin has done
much to depress mining for these metals,
In February of this year copper was
worth £108 10s.; now it is in the vieinity
of £60 ; and has been ag low as £33 3s.
The low price must do a great deal to-
wards discouraging those who have put
labour and money into developing that
class of the industry, but I think there
is not much doubt in regard to the future,
The high price of £108 10s. was no doubt
due to over speculation; and the present
price can equally be put down to the
same cause. The financial trouble at
present ocenrring in Ameriea s put
down to the recent speculation in copper.
However, T want to point out the pro-
gress made in connection with the de-
velopment of copper 'within the State.
The Anaconda copper mine near Murrin

Murrin  in 1906 produced 4,239 tons
of a value of £20,000 ; for the
nine months of the year theve

were 3,762 tons treated of a wvalue of
£49,000; that is a wonderful inecrease,
because the yield this year has been two
and a-half times the whole of the output
last year. At Phillips River during 1903
the value of the wield of copper was
£15,292. Last year it was £25,270, while
for the nine months of this year the yield
has been £54,600, a very satisfactory in-
erease. In the North-West, more es-
pecially at Roebourne and Whim Creek,
there has been a great increase in the
work going on in the seareh for cop-
per. At Roebourne I saw about 15 pro-
specting shows.,  One mine, the Lily
Blanche, produced copper worth £17,541
during the first nine months of this year,
and the Whim Creek mine prodneed
£38,317 worth, These two mines alone
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show what a large increase there has been
in mining for copper. The recent his-
tory of fin mining in the State is some-
what similar to the recent history of cop-
per mining. In July last tin was worth
£200, and this had a good deal to do with
the energy thrown into the development
of tin mines. At Greenbushes there has
been a great deal of activity of late, and
I understand that the value of mining
machinery put inte that district was
something like £20,000. The output for
1905 was £52,000; for 1906 it was
£79,000; and for the nine months of tlus
year it hus been over £60,000, a consider-
able increase over the preceding years.
The same rvemarks apply to Pilbarra,
The tin from that distriet comes mostly
from Moolyella. In 1905 the output was
£33,000; in 1906 it was £78,000; and
for the nine months of this vear it has
been £68,000. I think that shows a mar-
vellous increase in connection with the
districts T have mentioned.  There are
many other districts which are doing ex-
ceedingly well. At Wodgina a speeci-
men was obtained the other day and it
has heen given to us for exhibition in
London. It weighs 600lbs., a huge block
of black tin. It was taken from the lode,
I myself when there saw a piece of tin
buried in the lode ; I saw other pieces
that must each weigh anything between
100lbs. to 150lbs.  We saw a speecimen
taken from a lode weighing from S0lbs.
to 100lbs.  Little ean be done toward
developing these mines until the disfriet
has railway eommunication. I feel satis-
fied with the values we have there. T no-
ticed in the paper to-day a telegram as to
asbhestos specimens obtained at Pilbarra.
I have no doubt as to the quality of the
mineral being diseovered, although I do
not know much about the quantity of it.
I am hepeful because I know there are
lodes there which wmay develop into valu-
able propositions. There is no doubt as
to the value of the mineval itself and the
discoveries may do much to increase the
population. There are cther base metals
such as antimony and so forth which in
time will demand the attention of eapi-
talists. I am looking forward with a
good deal of interest to the report to be
obtained shortly from Mr. Maitland, ths
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‘Government Geplogist. I instructed that
officer to make an examination of the
whole of the country between Carnarvon,
Onslow and Roebourne. I believe coal
-exists there. We have there, as is knowu,
the largest iron depesits which are sup-
posed to exist in the world, and we are
.advised that tin exists there. Only to-
«day I saw a gentleman who had been
prospecting through some country a con-
siderable distance in from Onslow. He
brought in very valuable specimens of
copper, and reports that there are num-
-erous deposits of copper in that part of
this distriet some 200 miles from Onslow.
Prom the deseription given by this man
-and fram the reports received we made
a sma:] reservation in order that the pro-
-spector shall have some return for his
Iabours. This reservation is for three
months, to enable the man who reported
the discovery to obtain some result from
his diseovery. A lot of the prospectors
in this country do not know the mining
regulations,  This man was not aware
that he could have pegged out two 40-
-acre blocks of ground and applied for
them as a reward lease. For that rea-
son I made the reservation in this case.
I intend to have a special pamphlet is-
sued to prospeetors showing under what
canditions areas ean be obtained. This
man [ am speaking of has pegged out 30
acres in two blocks, but it will be of
little use 200 miles inland. He is of the
old type of prospector and I believe he is
a man to be relied upon. The discovery
seems to be exceedingly valuable and it
is all the more valuable because not so
long ago I was waited on by a pentleman
representing the earrying industry up that
way, and he assured me that it was anti-
cipated that he would be able to obtain
contracts for 300 to 500 tons of silver
lead and copper per month from Onslow.
We are definitely told tin exists and
we believe that coal exists, or that there
is & probability of obtaining coal. We
have reeeived good specimens of miea,
and as soon as Mr. Maitland veturns I
intend to have an interim report, giving
a summary of his opinions of the dis-
triet, published as quickly as possible.
In connection with Collie coal the output
has not inereased to any considerable ex-
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tent, still the industry is progressing and
is in a condition that it has not been for
some time. Although there is a likelihood
of a great deal of inereased development
in eonnection with base metals, our at-
tention for the most part should be in
connection with the gold-mining industry.
It is the chief of our mineral industries
at present and I believe will be for all
time. New developments are occurring in
conneetion with the gold-mining industry
and we should make the hest use of them.
In eonnection with gold-mining the first
place that demands our atfention is the
Kalgoorlie field. The reports which we
have obtained lately—reports which have
been submitted to the Chamber of Mines
by the various companies, and I do not
think there is any reason to doubt them
—show that the developments which are
taking place at depths in eonnection with
the principal mines in Kalgoorlie will be
of enormous benefit to the State. T
dn not wish to read the reports I have
here in reference to the ore reserves, but
the value of these reserves tends much
te impress our people and the people
outside of Australia with regard to the
Golden Belt developments. The Hain-
anlt and the Golden Horseshoe are
showing good development, also the
Tvanhoe, At the 1659-feet level of this
mine, the reef has heen proved to be 26
feet wide and the ore worth 46s. per ton.
It is a magnificent development. In the
Great Boulder last month at a depth of
2,230 feet they came on a body of quartz
20 feet wide and it assayed 17 ’weights
to the ton. When we remember how
short is the history of Kalgoorlie and
know that the quartz at 2230 feet con-
tains 17dwts., that will show the high
valne of the mines of Kalgoorlie. In the
Hidden Seeret another rich chute has
been discovered. It speaks volumes for
the Kalgoorlie field that up to the pre-
sent time the district has turned out 271
tons of fine gold of the value of 37 mil-
liohs of money ; and when we find that
development is taking place at a depth
and that good values are still being dis-
covered it will encourage many outside
districts also to prospect at a depth to
try and get similar results. In Coolgar-

die T am pleased to record a revival of
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the mining industry. At Tindalls there
has been good development lately. At
Golden Gully they are erecting a 20-head
raill and there has been farther develop-
ment lately at Bayley’s.  One -cannot
over-estimate the value of these develop-
ments. A rich chute of ore has been
found at the Redemption. This is very
cheering, and I helieve it is intended to
form a new company. I suppose the
member for Coolgardie will be able to
tell us of the good development that is
taking place at Lord Bobs. The value
of the output has heen considerably in-
creased, and I am exceedingly bopeful
of the future of the old town. Menzies
certainly is keeping up the record, and
at Norseman there has been a geneval re-
vivalL A good many head of new stamps
are being erected and large new ore re-
serves have been developed. Members
need not be told about the Meekathaira
disiriet after the speech of the hon. mem-
ber for Murchison, and I have no doubt
that the hon. member’s description of
the place is a perfectly corvect one and

that he has not exaggerated at all. T am
impressed, as a result of my recent
visit, with the future of if, and T

think the district will employ a large
population and that the output of the
district will be increased. The Black
Range output also shows a good increase.
For the third quarter of 1904 the output
was 8,900 ounces of gold and for the
third quarter of this year the field turned
out 15,500 ounces. I have not found out
what the population is, but there has
been a considerable vevival, of mining at
Black Range ; also at Wiluna the in-
crease is very pronounced. because in
the third quarter of 1908 the veturns
showed only 1,700 ounces, and {his year
the tonnage is three times as great as
they turned out 3,540 ounces, showing
a very large increase in the output of
that distriet and in the quantity now
treated. When we find that people are
treating extremely low-grade ove in a
distriet such as Wiluna, it is encourag-
ing. Then there is Linden. A large
quantity of prospeeting is going on
there of late. Seventy people are
prospecting in the district, which is sit-
uated south of Mi. Margaret and is a
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very old field which six or seven years
ago was deserted. The development of
late has been rather startling, and I
promised to send a small mill there with
a set of stamps and an oil engine to
enable the leaseholders of the district to
get a trial of their stone and see if the
place warranted the erection of a State
mill or the introduction of eapital into
the district. The reports I have received
from the officers who have inspected the
distriet show that they are pleased in-
deed with the prospects, with the values
and the quantities of stone which appears
to be available. Jourdie Hills is show-
ing very fine development. On my last
visit I saw a vast difference in the
place.  Although the stone seems to be
low grade, yet if facilities are given to
the people of that distriet it will go
ahead. The same applies to the Armi-
dale distriet north of Kookynie. At
Kunanalling the place has not logked
brighter for some counsiderable time and
the same thing also applies to Higgins-
ville. 1In all these places there seems to
be a considerable revival in the work.

Instead of bhaving the prospecting
of the old days, more legitimate
work is done by the prospector

to-day and a better result is shown.
I think we may well look forward to a
slight revival in the gold-mining industry.
I suppose if members make any at-
tack on the administration, they will at-
tack the methods by which asistance is
rendered to the mining industry. In the
first place, I have always held that the
best method of assisting the mining in-
dustry is to give to each mining dis-
triet railway conmmunieation and a good
water supply. As to railways, the Norse-
man railway, which was “in the air? for
many yeavs, is now in the course of con-
struetion ; and there is no doubt that
much of the renewed activity at Novse-
man is due to the railway. There is the
proposed Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe rail-
way to be built with a view to developing
the Phillips River field. This project
has been the subject of a good deal of
eriticisin ; and I wish to say in passing
that before the Government decided to
construct the railway, three offers to

construet it were made by private people.
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In one instanee, though the Public Works
Department considered that the Govern-
ment should charge 6d. per ton to enable
the railway fo pay, the private eapitalists
offered to charge only 4d. for the trans-
port of ore, and after thuty years to
hand over the railway free of charge to
the State. It was thought wiser that the
Government should construet the railway.
When dealing with sueh questions I wish
members to consider whether, if they do
not think it wise that these railways
should be owned by the Government, they
would think it wise to leave such places
without any railways at all.  There is
also the Marble Bar railway proposal,
lately agreed io by both Houses, and the
proposed railway from Magnet to Black
Range, In addition, the department are
supplying rails and sleepers for the con-
struciion of a new framway in an
easterly dirveetion some few miles north
of Cue, with a view to an efficient fire-
wood ,supply for the Cue distriet ; and
instructions have been issued for the eon-
struction of a tramway from the Point
Sampson jetty to connect with the Roe-
bourne-Cessack tramway, to enable the
eopper deposits at Roebourne to be de-
veloped. With reference to water
supply I should like to point out that in
1904-5 we spent from loan and revenue
£404891 ; in 1905-6, £67,958 ; and in
1906-7 no less than £94,623 was spent by
the Mines Water Supply Branch to as-
sist the industry.

Mr. Troy : Where was the bulk of the
money spent ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
will give the hon, member the full report
shewing the work done. An enormous
amount of horing has been effected.
During the past five years we have done
no less than 43,000 feet of boring, and
some 8,645 feet of well-sinking. We are
now maintaning no less than 500 water-
ing stations. Those members who have
visited the Pilbarra field will be pleased
to record their opinion of the water
supply the department have provided
thronghout the whole of that country.
At Davyhurst we have a very fine system,
and the whole of that distriet is entirely
dependent on the Government supply.
At Menzies we are supplying fresh and
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salt water at from 5s. to 7s. Gd. per thou-
sand gallons. Before we put down the
well and constructed the dams, the price
of salt water at Menzies was 20s. per
thonsand ; and were it not for the de-
partmental efforts every mine in that
district would have bad to close
down. The same remark applies to
Norseman, where we have construeted a
new dam. Frown our own well we are
supplying all the mines, which are ab-
solutely relying upon the AMines Water
Supply Branch. The mine at Mertondale
would have elosed down but for certain
departmental expenditure ; and I refer
to this hecause it may be questioned
whether expenditure is justified which as-
sists only one mine and one community.
But the working expenses amount to
£350 a year, and with interest and sink-
ing fund at eight per cent. make a total
of £330, while we are receiving a revenue
of £1,600; so it will be seen that the
enterprise is payable to the department,
and that in a short period the whole eost
of the work will be repaid. At Meeka-
tharra also we have a highly efficient
water supply. That distriet is receiving
fresh water at 5s., 5s. 6d., and 6s. per
thousand gallons according to the ex-
penditure which the department found
necessary to provide the water. We
have in some instances to provide large
sums for rveticulation, and in sueh in-
stances I think we are justified in making
a higher c¢harge; but when the cost of
the schemne is taken inte consideration,
I hardly think that the prices ean he
objected to. At Ravensthorpe we put
down one tank with a capacity of 5
million gallons, and we enlarged the cap-
acity of another. At Kundip we sunk
a tank to hold 2% million gallons. No
fresh water is available at that place
except what is purchased from the dams.
At Leonora we are spending some £16,000
on a water supply for the town and the
mines. With the consent of the local
authority it is my intention, when that
work is complete, io ereate a water area
and a water board, and hand to the loeal
authority the control of the work. A¢
Jourdie Hills only recently we put down
a very fine tank, and a small tank at
Edjudina, and we purpose doing the same
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in other districts ; so I think members
will admit that in the matter of mines
water supply, with the money at our dis-
posal, every possible effort is being made
to. give assistance to all the districts.
Apother matter is assistance to mining
by cash advances. For the past twelve
months I have given very little money to
assist prospeetors for development pur-
poses. [n alwost every instance where
‘the department advanced small sums to
help some individual prospecior, very
little good resulted to the depaltment;
and I propose in future, unless in special
cases—that is where it ean he shown that
the advance is likely to assist the distriet
generally and not the individual alone—
to limif any advances that we make as
assistance for the puvchase of machinery.
Mast people van posh along and do their
own developmental work; but the pur-
-chase of machinery means muech to them,
becanse with machinery the eost of pro-
duefion is usually reduced. If a man
hds a winding-plant he can raise his ore
at a considerably lower rate than he can
by an ordinary windlass. Perbaps the
water may rush in, and he finds himself
unable to purchase a pumping plant.
The Mines Department will always be
happy to advance pound for pound to-
wards the purchase of that plant. Or
he may wish to erect a battery for erush-
ing his ore. We shall be only toe pleased
to advance the money for sueh a pur-
pose. I think that pelicy will be far
better, far mare in the interest of the
State, mnore espeeially when we remember
the resolis of the large sums of money
advaneed both in Vietoria and in New
South Wales for the development of
mining, and how little good resulted
from those advances. I think members
will believe me when I say that from
my experience, a loan for the purchase
of machinery will be far more advan-
tageous to the mine-owner than a loan
for any other purpose. The member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Horan) can confirm what
1 am about to say of the advances made
soime liftle time ago in the Parker’s
Range distriet, some 30 miles south of
Southern Cross, where the department
lent £1,000 to assist in the erection of a

10-head mill, and also sunk a well and
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leased 1t at a peppercorn rental. But
we made t{he condition that during the
whole term of the loan the person whom
we assisted should erush stone for the
public at rates to be approved by the

department ; and as a result there
is now a large population in that
district, and the lessee has not

only proved his own mine to be
payable, but has assisted many other
leaseholders _ within  the distriet 1o
continue developments and to prove that
they also have payable propositions. The
same poliey has been pursued in the Qra-
banda district, some 15 miles south of
Siberia. A couple of men came to me
some time ago and stated their desire to
erect a 10-head mill in that distriet, as
a publie crushing plent. They said, if
I would lend them £1,000 on the seenrity
of the wmill, they would put up a plant
and comply with the conditions enforeed
by the department. This was done, with
the result that 130 men are now working
in that distriet, which has become a pro-
sperous little community wholly through
the assistance given to the owners of the
mill.  Similar aceounts might be given of
many other districts ; but I have taken
those two as showing the best results
whiech have acerued through the assist-
anee given by the department. Of course
there ave cases in which it will be wise
to grant assistance for developmental
work. At the present time we ave mak-
ing an advanee o prove the deep levels
in the north end of the Kalgoorlie field.
Some 12 months ago, when in Kalgoorlie,
I said we should be prepared to make
the advance, and several applications
were sent in. I referred them to the
Government CGeologist, and upon his re-
commendation the North End mine was
chosen as the one {o be tesied to
prove whether payable ove existed at a
depth in that part of the field. If we
ean prove that gold does exist there in
payable quantities, capital will at once
come in, and the whole of the north end
will be developed. During the past year
a good many prospectors have been sent
out ; and I have offered, with a view to
getting move prospectors in the Onslow,
Roehourne, and Mavhle Bar distriets, that
to any approved parties that may come
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along we shall be pleased to give the as-
sistance of a couple of horses and a
dray, or even camels. With the diamond
Arill particularly good work has been
done at Cue, near the Cue One lease.
Not only bave some very good bodies of
ore been located, but the work done by
the Government diamond drill compares
more than favourably in eost with con-
traect boring in this State. I ought to
have brought with me the departmental
records, which will be of interest to gold-
tields members. T must not florget Lo
table the cost of the work done by the
diamond drill ; because, if it can be
shown that for 10s. or 11s. per foot dia-
moend drilling can be done, a good deal
more of such work will be done in dis-
tricts which can be prospected by boring,
In additien te the existing drill, now on
loan I think to the Murchison United, I
have given instruetions for the purchase
of another drill ; and when this eomirs
to hand that drill will be available for
loan, always with a departmenial officer
in charge of it, to any pesson or com-
pany desivous of borrowing it for the
purpose of proving the locations of
lodes.

Myr. Taylor : What drill is that ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES : A
diamond drill that I purchased some four
years ago, with whieh particularly good
work was done in Chesson and Heydon’s
property, and which is now being used
in the property with which Mr. Thomas
is counnected, the Murchison United or
Murchison Associated. The owners of
this mine have spent something like
£70,000 in the country, and I do mnot
think theie has heen a penny returned in
any shape or form. I helieve, however,
they are spending £8,000 or £10,000 more
in trying to prove the country at a depth.
To shew how desirons Chesson and
Heydon are to continue the horings,
they are anxious fo continue operations
later on on other properties over which
they have no control. , In connection with
the State Batteries Braneh, I do not
propose to make any lengthy observa-
tions at present. I would prefer dealing
with this question when we are discus-
sing the Loan Estimates, upon which will

appear a sum to be available for me to
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carry on this work during the eurrent
year, and it will depend entirely upon
the money made available for assisting
in this direction that the Department will
be able to advise the House of the exaet
eourse it is proposed to take in connec-
tion with this system. It is my inten-
tion to have new regulations prepared in
connection with the State batteries. I
have had a very extensive report pre-
pared by Mr. Dunstan in connection with
this system. “When T asked him to wve-
port I®advised him that it would be
necessary for him to visit the plants and
examine the system thoroughly, and also
to understand thoroughly the whole-
question before reporting uwpen it I
have obtained that report from him, and
be recommends a very large expendifure
in conneetion with the present plants,
and in addition I want a fairly large
sum for new works. TFor instance I am.
removing the battery from Duketon to
Black Range. It is a very fine plant,
complete with rockbreaker and other ap--
pavatus, and it will be able to do the
work in the Black Range distriet par-
ticularly well. It will be a costly opera-
tion to remove the plant. The present
plant at Black Range is most ineffective,
and as there have been several applica-
tions for that battery it is not my inten-
tion to remove it from the distriet. Tt
ean be divided in two 5-head plants ; one
witl be given to a proposition which has
been recommended by the State Mining
Engineer, and the other 5-head battery
will be at the disposal of some other
property in the district. As I have men-
tioneed before, I propose to get a certain
namber of 2-head stamps, which will
either be sold to prospectors or lent to
persons who have low-grade propositions
which they desire to have thoroughly
tested. We intend to work them with
ail engines. It was reported at Menzies
that I proposed to run large plants with
oil engines ; but this is quite a mistake.
I think a swall plant might be effectively
worked with an oil enginre by one man
alone ; Le will be able to do the whole of
the work in connection with the feeding,
running of the plant and everything else.

These 2-head batteries will put through
a little more than one stamp of a 5-head
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Ybattery, although they will not deal with
the quanity of stone which people will
-desire to have treated; still they ean be
very economically worked and controlled
by one man, and yet do a very great deal
to help to prove the value of the mines
in the districts in whieh they are’placed.
After a leaseholder has done a good deal
of developmental work he will be able to
apply to the department for the loan
“for six or 12 months of one of these
plants, His desire must be to prove the
value of his proposition, and if he has
tnot sufficient money to take up a loan
for a 5-head or 1{-head mill--in such
applications we are only permitted to
advance pound for pound for the
erection of a battery—he may obtain
one of these small plants, providing the
report from an officer of the department
shows that he had done a fair amount of
developmental work, that the mine was
believed to cavry fair values, and that
it would be worth while to grant assist-
ance to the man. The leaseholder will
by this means be able to continue his
developmental work instead of spending
what he might have in proving his pro-
perty through some aother battery. We
Thave promised to put a 2-head mill on a
mine at Mount Morgans where a good
-deal of work has been done, the owners
putting up £400 in cash to be expended
in additional development work, and we
will put up this 2-head mill and leave it
on the property for six months, or a
longer period if necessarv. If the own-
ers continue their work we will have no
objection to leave it there for some time
longer than the minimum period. At
present the owners eannot afford to eart
stone to a battery, but by our taking
the batterv to them they will be enabled
to prove the value of their property.
‘When the work has been completed ther
we shall either store the plant or send it
on to seme other property. The
ntreduetion of these unit stamps should
preve of considerable value to the small
leaszhrlder. In connection with the bat-
tery system it is our intention, if money
can P2 made available this year, to re-
orgauise a great number of the present
plants. We propose fo make reduetions

in the present charges, T am not going
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to make as great reductions as I think
there should be, and which I would like
to see, for this cannot be done until the
control of the batteries is more efficient,
and until the plants themselves are more
efficient than they are now. If members
will go through the yearly records they
will see that where we have all the facili-
ties of up-to-date plants and crushing
appliances the work’is done cheaply in
comparison with the other batteries. If
we have labour-saving appliances, for
instance roek-hreakers, we shall not only
provide a greatly inereased capacity
at the mill, but we shall also de-
erease the erushing charges. Certain al-
terations which we propose to the eyanide
plants should also bring about a big re-
duction in the eost of working. I wmay
mention one small matter in eonnection
with the cyanide plants, and that
is that very often plants may
be at work when the battery is
not working, and for the purpose
of pumping the solution it may
be necessary to light up and five the
boiler with sufficient power to run the
whole crushing. We propose to have
small oil engines so as to have the whole
work done from the solution room. This
will mean a very big saving. The cost
of flrewood 1is very greaf indeed, and
whereas it should be something like from
9d. to 1s. a ton it is as high as 3s. 11%%d.
{Ms. Bath: How about the producer gas
experiments at Nannine?] The tests ave
very satisfactory. We are willing to pay
for the plan{, but in connection with the
general working of that particular plant
the hon. member must remember that a
new battery is nearly always in diffienl-
ties at the start, and that it takes some
little time to get it into thorongh working
order. Trouble here and there oceurs
in the machinery, and there were eon-
siderable diffieulties in the plant in ques-
tion at the start. That, however, is being
got rid of now, and from the last report
I am very satisfied with the test made of
running machinery with producer gas. 1
think it is going to be the power of the
future for these batteries. Where we
have the neeessity for the power at some
distanee from our boilers there is always
a very large loss in steam, and when we
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have to fire up simply for the purpose
of pumping a little solution a very heavy
cost is demanded. As | said for every
fon of ore we have crushed the cost of
firewood has been as high as 3s. 8d. In
Meekatharra it takes 70lbs. of steam to
pump water alone. Sometimes the well
is 200 vards away from the battery, and
steam pumps are worked. The member
for Cue will agree with me that where
vou have to pump water and have your
steam pipe 150 or 200 vards before you
get to the pump, and the well 150 or 180
feet in depth, the difficulties ave very
great indeed, as any engine driver will
know. The cost of firewood is really
preposterous, and we cannot erush
cheaply while it is so high. We desire
to reduce the charges for erushing. Mr.
Dunstan is quite satisfied that he can do
this, and he wants me to make rebaies
according to the tonmage put through, so
as to impress upon prospectors the neeces-
sity to bring big tonnage to us, and to
show that if they do that they can get
cheaper crushing. When members re-
member that the erushing capacity of the
batteries is equal to three times what we
are now treating, they will admit that if
we can get big quantities of ore we can
deal with it wueh more cheaply, and
thervefore reduce the charges. The policy
of the department from the beginning to
the end has been that the money spent
on the work is for the development of
mining. Parliament has never asked that
the batteries shourd show a profit, but
is satisfied if they pay working ex-
penses and upkeep. We have done that
ap to the present, but T desirve to give
greater facilities in the way of reduced
charges. In order to do that we have to
make the plant more efficient.

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinuing) : I have pointed out that we
have a erushing capacity for three times
the” quantity of ore at present being
brought te the public batteries, and that
to make a rebate according to the in-

_creased size of the parcels brought in
would be an inducement for men to de-
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velop their mines. Except in the early
stages of prospecting, not much good ae-
crues to a mill from the treaimeni of
small pareels ; and we have always been
glad even to crush for nothing trial par
cels of ore, so as to enable men to pul
through a small parcel from a new pro
perty, to give them some indication of
the value of the proposition. But whal
the Government and I am sure every
member desire is that every possible
facility should be given to the lease.
holder to develop his mine. We antici
pate that he will earrv on developmenta
work; and the only way in which he ear
do it is to open up the ground and give
us large parcels of ore to erush. There
fore it is proposed in the near future, ir
framing the new regulations, to make
special rebates according to the size of
the parcels bronght to the public mill
Qur cyanide charges also will stand :
reduction; but the principal feature of
the new regulations will be the diree
purchase of the sands and slimes. Tha
is, ‘wherever we have a plant for th
treatment of the sands and slimes, in
stead of payving on to their extraetio
as at present, we shall institute a systen
of purchasing the sands and slimes direc
from the leaseholder. Regulations an
now being framed to deal with this; bu
as I told members at the start, I hope t«
leave the fuller discussion of the working
of the publie batteries till the Loan Esti
mates are before the Commitiee. Th
new regulations will then be available, s
that members can see exactly the depart
mental propositions; and I feel satisfie
that thongh at the first onset the regula
tions will not effect all that is desired
at the same time they will be a consider
able advance on the existing regulation:
and T am quite sure that with good ad
ministration we shall he able to mak
even farther rebhates than I purpose mak
ing in a few weeks’ time. We canno
elaim that the publie battery system ha
heen a great financial success; beeaus
it has not been able to returm any profi
to the State. But we have won tw
and a-quarter million pounds worth ¢
gold and all that gold has been 1t
tained in the State, and represents mone
given to our own people. When we loc
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around we see liftle mining communities
growing up year after year. We see the
little distrviet of Mulline sustaining
nearly 200 people, where the public bat-
tery has won £278,000 worth of gold.
Take Burtville, which in 1901 had a
population of 40 people, though the num-
ber has since increased to 2530, That
distriet has produced £146,000 worth of
gold throngh the State mill; and I do
think it is wonderful the public at-
‘tention now being given to Bnriville, a
place where the lodes are very small but
enormously rich.  Mining in that dis-
triet is enteriuz upon quite & new era,
and since 1901 the district has been
wholly sustained by the State mil. The
same remark applies to many other
places. Black Range was opened up en-
tirely by the Mines Water Supply
Branch and the public mills sent there
to erush ore for the people. There are
many similar districts which I have no
time to mention; hut the indirect publie
advantages of the State battery system
have been manifuld, and I am satisfied
that a continuation of the system is
necessary if we wish to induce our own
people to invest in our mines. There
is always a loud ountery about the amount
»f money which gees out of the country
n dividends; a ery that there is so mueh
neney going out of the State, money
vhich ought to be retained within our
borders, I believe in the enconragement
f private enterprise. I like to see capi-
al flowing in to assist in the development
f Western Ausivalia. At the same
e, our duty is o endeavour to assist
mr own people; and this battery systemn
as done much to achieve that end. Of
ourse there are objections to the system.
n many places it has simply helped a
ew prospectors to exploit the richest
wrtions of the various lodes they could
isecover, put their erushings through the
tate mill, and then leave the place
nd go elsewhere. Many members may
now the distriet of Mt. Ida. Over 10
ears ago that was a very rieh little com-
mimity ;  and first-class ecrushings were
htained there. But the people deserted
e distriet. Now it is again coming to
:e fore, and T have a very strong belief
i the fature of tlmt small camp. The
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history of that field shows the good and
bad effects of the baitery system. In the
early stages the bad effects were shown,
and now it is beginning to show the good
effecis.  With this system I feel qguite
satisfled that we shall do much to induece
the people of Western Australia to invest
in their own mining ventures, I have
shown what the Government bave done
to develop miuing through ouv railway
system and our water supply; I have
shown what we desive to do to assist by
way of development. I may also men-
tion our stock-route. It is our desire to
open a stock-route from Kimberiey to
the Eastern Goldlields, thus reducing the
cost of living and opening up the vast
pastoral resources in those goldfields dis-
triets. We have reduced the railway
freights on foodstuffs. Not much bas
been said of that reduetion; but for the
past two vears I have made very fair
reductions in food freights from the
coast to the goldfields.

Mr. Troy: But the eost of living is no
lower.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : If
the hon. member will compare the cost
of taking a ton of flowr 400 miles inland
by rail in this State with the cost of tak-
ing it a similar distance inland in Queens-
Jand, he will see how much we are doing,
ecompared with Quensiand, to give cheap
food to the people, notwithstanding all
that has been recently said regarding the
cheap freights in Queensland.

Mr. Troy : And a loaf of hread is as
dear to-day on the fields as it was six
years ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
reminds me of a rvather humorous dis-
covery. A liftle while ago the Railway
Department received an application that
bread should be carried cheaply to a
certain distriet. On inquiry the depart-
ment found that in this old milling and
farming district, with mifls and farmers
all around, hakers were charging 4d. for
a 2.b, loaf; whereas in Bunbury, where
the flour had to be obtained from this
district, the name of which I do not care
to mention, a 2-Ib. loaf was being sold
for 2%%d. I think the bakers have much
fo do with the price of bread in many
of those distriets ; so even if we do
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grant eheap freights, it will not always
foliow that the consumer will get the
advantage of the reduction. All the
Government can do is to try their best
to help the people; and for the year

before last and for last year we made *

rebates on the freight of foodsiuffs to
the goldfields. As fo the future of our
mining industry I do not think I need
say much, exeept that I think there is a
great possibility of a new era for our
gold-mining. I have not the slightest
anticipation of any boom ; and I do
uot want a boom. At the same time,
there is mueh very genmine development
work being carried on in the various
mining communities. ' Little districts
which it was thought would be completely
snuffed out are beginning to come to the
fore ; and the development work being
done on them is remarkably good. It
is surprising the numbers of mine-owners
who are purchasing 5-head and 10-head
mills, purchasing ordinary mining machi-
nery, such as winches and pumping
plants ; and there is a very strong and
earnest desire on the part of a pgreat
nuiber of our leaseholders to develop
their own mines. I am sure their efforts
will in many cases be successful ; and
that snecess will mean a new era for the
industvy in Western Awustralia ; it will
mean that the efforts we have been mak-
ing for many years past to induee our
own people to invest in our own mines
will at last have the effect so long de-
sired. I do not wish anyone to think
that T am indisposed to continue our
past policy of indueing ecapital to come
to the State. We have a vast country
requiring enormous capital to develop ;
and nnless we gel the money in our own
day, it will be many years, probably
generations, before our auriferous areas
will be properly developed. I may refer
more partieularly to the Pilbarra distriet;
and I feel sure that unless capital and
population follow the construetion of
the Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway,
that work will not achieve the success
we desire. Population is necessary, and
more than that capital is necessary, for
the development of the Pilbarra distriet.
But it is nevertheless pieasing to think

that our own people, more particularly
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our own iminers, are making more gennin
efforts to develop our own mining prc
positions, I do not think I need refe
te the value of the mining industry t
Western Australia, when it is clear, s
least from all the statistics that 1 c¢a
obtain, that every man employed i
mining usnally earries about three othe
men on his back. In the majority o
the nining fields we find about thre
other men for every working riner. An
when we look at the indirect advantage
of the mining industry to the State—th
splendid market it provides for the pas
toralist and the agriculturist, the opportu
nity it creafes for the bwilding up o
other industries—I do mnot think anm;
Parliament will object to any fair amoun
being spent on the industry, so long a
the money is properly expended for th
purpose of trying to develop and exploi
the mining areas of this State, I hav
tried to give the fullest particulars o
what my paliey is in regard to develop
ment of mining and of the assistance .
desire to give to that industry. I bhav
not veferred in detail to the Estimate
themselves. Of course when we eome b
the items I shall be able to deal witl
them and T hope I shall be able to giv
full explanations. T have referred t
a few departments only, because the;
come more prominently heforve wenmbers
such as the State Batteries, Mines Wate
Supply, and the Geological Department
I think those gre the departments whiel
create the greatest interest. T will leavw
the work of the other departments ; an
in conelugion I trust bon. member
will deal with theze Estimates in a care
ful manner and that it will not be to
long hefore we agvee to their heiny
passed.

[General discussion followed.]

Mr. TROY agreed with a good deal th
Minister had said, particularly in tly
hope that there was a new era in stor
for the mining industry. We were only
in the infancy of gold preduclion, whiel
the next 10 years would see greatly u
excess of any point reached in the past
It was a matter for congratulation th
number of new dislricls opening up, a;
well as the number of ol@" distriéts being
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resuscitated. Tlozens sn the Murchison
conld be mentioned. Many loealities he
{dr. Troy) had visited during the past
¥ear, which 12 months or two years ago
were in a depressed state, were to-day
again approaching a very prosperous
condition. Through wise administration
on the part of the department, and with
that generous assistance to the industry
which its value to the State deserved, it
was to be hoped ihe antieipations of
members representing wmining  distriets
would be realised, and that within a few
vears we would again have a record in
gold production. If we were to judge
from these Esimates, one could nol eon-
gratulate the Government upon what had
been done for the assistanee of the indus-
try ; but one had to bear in rind that
the Minister had promised that a good
deal of money would be provided on the
Loan Estimates. The projected construe-
tion of railways in mining distriets must
Also be taken into consideration, showing
that the Government were sincere in their
efforts to help the industry. As we had
not too moeh money to expend from
revenue the assistance conld not be
shown on the Revenue Estimates, but
members would not complain if that
zssistance was  provided on the Loan
Estimates, and if every effort was put
forward by the officers of the Mines De-
partment to assist the industry. It was
to be regretied there were, in several
departments, increases which apparently
were unnecessary. While there was an
inerease of £4,000 for State batteries in
maintenance and upkeep, there were in-
creases in salaries shown in regard to
the Mining School and in the Explosives
and Analytical Braneh. Last year in-
eveases were noted in these departments
in the same direction. It was noi wise
to agree to any increase of salaries in
any of these departments at present. We
were entering A period when increases
were not the order of the day. The
State eould not afford them. No one
cared to see A person receiving a salary
which would not admit of his living under

fair conditions, but that condition of °

affairs did not obtain in connection with
this department. However, when the

matter was uwnder dizcussion the Minister
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would no doubt tell us why these increases
were arranged and who meeived them.
There was an increase of £1,647 for
wages on the goldfields generaily in con-
nection with the Mines Water Supply
Branch, 1t was pleasing to see this. It
meant the sinking of new wells, so neces-
sary for opening up the goldfields, OQur
goldfields were arid distriets, and ne
suecessful development conld take place
unless water was provided. The Govern-
ment deserved every eommendalion for
their poliey in this direction. The de-
velopment of the Black Range district
had been materially assisted in this way,
and 1t was to he hoped the poliey would
he prosecuted. A good water supply
was essential at Black Range and Sand-
stone, and it was to be hoped the people
in the district would soon be in a position
to approach the Government for the pur-
pose of obtaining assistance to initiate
a water scheme such as existed at Cue
and Day Dawn. The sooner it was done
the better. The first expense would be
the only expense. It would be cheaper
to go in for a full scheme at ones than
to spend money in putting down a num-
ber of small wells, because the full
scheme must be undertaken later on. He
{Mr. Troy) had always advoecated the
policy which the Minister had first enun-
ciated, that of putting down bores in the
various districts to open up the loeali-
ties. This policy had done a great deal
for Black Range and the Montagn eoun-
try. The Minister had agreed to put
down another bore at Redeastle in re-
sponse to an application he (Mr. Troy)
had made. Redenstle was a niee auri-
ferous belt of ecountry, and the bore
would prove a camping depdt for pro-
spectors seeking to open up that country.
Three vears ago Hauncocks had only twe
mines, but 2 bore was pnt down and now
there were about a hundred mines, and
they were almost the mainstay of the
public battery at Black Range. It was
a rich spot. Developmenis there in the
Iagt three years had been of a must
amazing character. The prospectors were
able to eamp at the bore and push out
to open up the country. No one would
raise ohjection to spending any awmount
of money in a reasonable way in the
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direetion of providing water supplies.
It was the only possible way in which to
develop the goldfields, and it was one of
ihe most sensible ways. The maiter of
State batteries particularly affected the
Mount Magnet electorate. Last year he
had secured information from various
portians of the State where State bat-
teries had been erected to ascertain what
the batteries had done for the districts
and how the districts eonld be best as-
sisted. If thbe mining indusiry was to
be successfully developed in the Boogar-
dic distriet it was necessary that a redue-
tion should be made in the charges, or
that some assistance should be given to
the prospectors. In no distriet was a
State battery operating on ore of lower
grade than that at Boogardie where there
were many prospectors who had been
strugeling for the past twelve years ; in
fact, they had made a gallant struggle
long before they got a battery.  The
Minister had been at first inclined not to
grant the battery ; but the people having
consistently advocated a battery to open
up their distriet, the Minister had
granted it. [The Minister : Against the
reports:] The battery had done a great
deal of good, especially since Mr. Allom
had been in charge, and there was a de-
cided improvement in the distriet, but
there was absolute need for some redue-
tion to be made in charges in order that
those who were struggling with low-
grade propositions could be assisted to
carry on. In many leases the grade of
the ore did not exceed 5dwts,, and though
the prospectors had been working them,
paying battery charges, the cost of cart-
ing and so forth, the costs were too high
to enable them to eke out a fair living.
A reduetion of a few shillings in the
battery charges would make all the dif-
ference between carrying on and closing
down the properties. The development
of the industry in the State depended
upon the prospectors, and those prospee-
tors were mostly dealing with low-grade
ore and not with rich propositions. With
a reduction In charges the prospectors
would be able to earry on more sunceess-
fully, and would receive that margin of
profit that would enable them to rear
their families under good -conditions,
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while the batteries would be kept going
and no loss would acerue to the depart-
ment. Few people outside those inti-
mately associated with the mining indus-
try recognised what an inunense factor
the public battery system had been in
the development of the State.  Apart
from materially assisting the gold pro-
duetion to the extent of 21, millions of
money it must be borite in mind that the
motiey was not sent out of the State, bui
was retained bere and spent again in
opening up other localities.

The Minister : And £75,000 could be
added for tin from Greenbushes.

Mr. TROY was glad to recognise that
in tin-mining also a very great deal of
work had been done. The battery system
had heen a great success in Western Aus-
tralia. Money gained by this means had
not been sent ont of the State in the way
of dividends, but was kept and cirenlated
in Western Australia and utilised for the
extension of the industry. There was a
time when a mine could be floated with
but little trouble, so long as it showed
fair prospects, but to-day the state of
affairs in this respect was very different.
It was a most diffieult matter to float a
mine here now. There were but few
people willing to take np properties un-
less very good returns had heen obtained,
and therefore the development of mining
depended more particulariy upon the pro-
spector.  There were numerous cases
where the batteries had brought about
the exelusive development of loealities,
Had it not been for the publi¢ battery
at Blaek Range and the manner in which
the prospectors were assisted to open up
the country, the distriet would not have
progressed as it had done. A ialer sup-
ply was also provided there. The majo-
ritv of flotafions from that distriet were
due to the faet that the mines had beer
proved by the State hattery. On the
Oroya Black Range £100,000 had beer
spent in development work, and ther
there was the Sandstone Developmen
Company and the Kohinoor and othe
properties, all of which were owned by
the prospectors in the first instance, anc
were proved by the public battery to I
payable propositions. These properfie
were now practically the mainstay of tha
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locality. Considering the good that had
been done, members need pay no atten-
tion to the fact that the work of the sys-
tem showed a loss last year of £1,000.
The battery at Boogardie had assisted
in floating a mine which would add
materially to the gold output of the State.
He referred to the St. George mine near
Monnt Magnet. A portion of this pro-
perty was owned originally by the New
Chum Company, but it was thrown up
and prospectors went into it. Had they
not been able to crush at the State bat-
fery the mine could not have been worked,
but as it was, they caried stone to Boo-
gardie battery three miles distant, and
the resnlt showed that the mine could be
worked at a profit. The property was
developed to a considerable extent and
opened up, and there was now there one
of the largest lodes in Western Australia.
Only that day he had spoken to a man
who knew the mine well and was well
qualified to judge. He spoke most highly
of the property, saying it was one of
the best mnines in Western Australia,
The Great Boulder Company owned the
mine, and he had learned that they were
going to erect a 20-head battery on it.
Alrendy they had in sight on that pro-
perty a sufficient profit to move than pay
for all the development work at the
mine, and the erection of the battery.
The Meekatharra battery crushed to
June 1007, 29,142 tons for 42,2920z,
vaized at £154,952. The member for
Murchison {Mr. Holman) pointed out
recently, when mwoving for a railway,
that ail that money remained in the loca-
lity and was being ntilised in the develop-
ment of the district. He believed that
was so, and thai the majority of the
mines there were owned by prospectors.
Had it not been for the State batfery
the original patehes would have been
worked out and the prospectors would
have left the district long ago. This had
been the experience of many loecalities
where he had hoped batteries would have
been erected.  The Minister, however,
was compelled to indulge in a eantious
programme and the batteries were not
put there. He hoped that wherever a
number of leases were taken up, and the

development of the mines warranted the
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erection of a battery, one would be built
without delay. At Meekatharra at least
one mine had been floated. This was the
Ingleston which had been proved by the
State hattery, and which never would
have been foated had there been no bat-
tery there. Too mauy people attached
over much importance to the Faet that
the systern bad not been paying well in
the past. There had not heen a very
great loss at any, time, while in 1906 there
was a profit of over £2,000. When one
tock into consideration the faet that it
was a very large system, that it was one
which was not intended to be profit-
making, and when one reecognised the
diffienlties that existed in economieal
working, he must reahse that the loss
was very small. Put against the loss the
immense value the svstems had been in
regard to zold production, and in proving
mines which had sinee been floated and
were now adding ereatly to the gold out-
put of the State, and all must recognise
what a great success it had heen. If a
reduction in charge to 3s. a ton were
made no loss would be shown for the
next couple of years. The only battery
erected last ycar was built at Nannine,
and it had given a decided impetus to
the district. Not very long ago Nannine
was in a wost depressed state, and were
it not (hen for the fact that it was a
centre in evnneetion with the North Mur-
chison railway system, it would have dis-
appenred altogether.  Shnilar improve-
menis wonld be shown in many other
Jocalities were batteries to be erected. At
Coonlgardie, as a result of 1he prospectors’
efforts, the mining industry was becoming
more prosperous. Complaints were be-
ing made there of the high cost of treat-
ment, and these were justifiable when the
prices were compared with the charges
made at other balteries in the same loca-
lity where the cost was very much lower.

The Minister for Mines: Compare the
charges now with what they were before
the State battery was erected.

Mr. TROY : The splendid result to
be obtained by the proper treatment and
working of low-grade ores was shown in
connection with the Lirndsays mine which
was being worked by f‘tributers. At the
time of his visit to Cuolgardie he ascer-
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tained that from 1,450 tons of stone,
gold to the quantify of 111oz. 3dwts. was
obtained, or equal to 1lhdwts. per ton.
On the mine 15 men were employed,
there being but 9 tributers and 6 wages

men. The amount paid for the battery
work was £25, and the royalty was
£19 S8s. Water cost £20, firewood and

haunling £37, and the total cost £161 8s.,
exclusive of wages which totalled £281 5s.
The old taken valued at £4 per oz. was
worth  approximately £4, while the
total expenditure was £442 13s, which
included the top rate of wages per man.
It was thus shown that the property
could pay top rate of wages, raise the
ore, bear the whole cost of treatment
and do it all on 1Y%%dwts. stuff. This
case provided an era in the gold-produe-
tion of the Siate, and he hoped a similar
state of affairs would obtain not only in
Coolgardie, but also in many other places.
He had also brought under his notice the
case of the Orabanda property. They
crushed ore there at a more liberal rate
than the Government, charging 10s. for
Sdwt. stuff and 10s. for 9dwt. stuff, He
had before him a statement showing the
charges nade by the department, and it
would be found that they were consider-
ably in excess of those charged at the
mine in question. The department
charged for stone yielding Sdwis. and
under, 10s. ; Sdwts. to 9dwis, 10s. 6d.
per ton ; and so on ; from 15dwts. and
over, 14s. per ton. He thought 14s. abso-
lutely too high. He could not understand
why the system did not pay when such
high rates were charged. Looking over
the public battery returns from meonth
to month, one would see that the average
return was higher than 15dwts. per ton.
At private batteries, be supposed, small
as well as large parecels were treated. At
the State batteries there were a greater
number of large pareels, particularly in
new distriets, The Minister had pro-
mised a reduetion in the eharges, and
that members should have an opportunity
of considering the reduetion later on.
T¢ was to be hoped the reduction would
be substantial, becanse if so there would
be no loss on future workings. The loss
had been caused from the faet that the
batteries were not the most np-to-date,
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for when the system was started it was
not intended to extend it, and any bat-
teries whieh would crush stone were good
enough. But the system had been ex-
tended, and now the department had old,
obsolete batteries, which compelled a
good deal of loss. TUntil these obsolete
batteries were wiped out and up-to-date
batteries were evected in their stead, the
work would not be earried out under the
best possible conditions. The batteries
were not always kept going. This was
not due o the prospectors not being able
to keep the batteries supplied with stone.
The loss last year was prineipally in con-
neetion with the batteries in the North-
East Coolgardie goldfield. 1In his own
electorate, at Lennonville the battery
was kept six weeks idle because all that
time the Government were putting a
plate on a boiler. One eould hardly ex-
peet that for those six weeks the battery
wonld show anything but a loss. He
recognised that if a batiery were kept
going full time it would pay its way, and
that they could crush at a lower figure
than was dome to-day. This could only
be brought about by reducing the battery
charges, so that prospectors would be
enabled to work properties which to-day
were abandoned because they were not
sufficiently rich for the prospectors to
carry them on at a profit. In the eoun-
try he found many mines such as the
one he would now illustrate. QOne mine
n his electorate that was very close to a
hattery had a body of ore 8§ feet wide
which up to the last erushing averaged
Odwits. per ton. The last lot averaged
5lbdwts. per ton. It was estimated from
20 to 30 tons of stone per week could be
broken by two men. Twenty tons per
week of are at 5Vhdwts. meant for the
prospectors £19 5s., at £3 10s. per ounce.
The earting was 5s. per ton, and the
crushing 8s., therefore the ecarting and
erushing amounted to 13s. That would
entail an expenditure of £13. These two
nmen would almost make wages if they
were able to crush at 13s. per ton. They
would have for a week’s work, between
them, £6 3s. ; but under present charges
they could not divide between them £3.
While the half of £6 5s. on the goldfields

was not by any means the standard rate



Featimales :

of wage, still every man recognised that
,the prospector was willing, and justified
when he was working his own mine, in
working at a loss ; becanse he did not
know the time—and he always hoped for
the time—when he would get something
better. Prospectors often worked for
six to eight months for almost nothing,
and af the end of that time they might
receive sufficient to recoup themselves for
money expended during the whole of the
time they had been on the goldfields. Not
only at Coolgardie was there necessity
for a reduction, for in another loecality,
at Eunro, near Laverton, the cost of eyani-
ding was only 2s. 1d. per ton, at a private
‘battery ; yet at the Laverton publie bat-
tery prospectors were compelled to pay
12s. for the treatment of their sands.
The Euro baitery could crush at an aver-
age cost of 5s. Bd. per ton, therefore, the
cost of erushing and eyaniding would
only amount to 7s. 7d. per ton. He did
not expect public batteries to do that ;
but with proper administration and a
better system they could certainly crush
and treat the tailings at a lower rate than
was being done now. In South Austra-
lia, though they had not the public bat-
tery system on an extended scale, the
charges eompared more than favourably
with our own. At the McDonnell Ranges
Government battery and cyanide works,
the battery treatment for from 5 to 20
tons, for sione of loz. and under was
10s. ; in Western Australia it was 14s. ;
over loz. and under 2ozs., in South Aus-
tralia, 12s. ; and from Zozs. and over,
15s. per ton ; for 50 tons and over, in
South Awustralia, loz. and under 2ozs.,
10s. per ton. There was no extra charge
made for elearing up, and it was not
made in this State either. In regard to
eyanide treatment tbe charges were very
similar to what they were in this State—
10dwts. and over, 10s. So it would be
seen in connection with the battery
charges they were more reasonable in
South Australia than in Western Austra-
lia. He did not know the reason why.
He had tried to get the conditions under
which the battery system was worked in
South Australia, but he conld not ; but
from what was stated in the letter to him

it appeared they were carrying on reason-
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ably in the MeDonnell Ranges ; and the:
conditions of living and wages were about

similar in Western Australia. The Mini-.
ster pointed out there were certain re-

ductions made for development work and
for ore raised below a certain level, and

in the regulations provision was made for-
a reduction and eertain bonuses for such

work as development work and the erush-

ing of 130 tons. But that was too much,

There were many prospectors strnggling .
who were not able te wait until they got
150 tons. On one oceasion he had eaused.
some merriment by informing members.
that a man and his wife were raising ore-
in one loeality. In another loeality a
man was helped by his two daughters..
They were carrying on suceessfully, and
credit was due to them, although he did
not like to see women doing this work.
But they were happy and doing the work
well, and it was to be hoped they would
do well in the future. In another instance
a woman was helping her husband ; they
had to struggle hard, under great diffienl-
ties. These people were unable to raise
150 tons of stone and wait to bave it
crushed. The amount might be redueed
to 100 tons. He believed in large parvcels
of ore being sent to the batteries because
there were no stoppages and it was of’
more assistance to the department. There.
was a regulation providing for certain
reductions and certain bonuses for ore
raised at a certain level. [The Minister
for Mines: One hundred feet.] In
some loecalities this worked out very
badly, for he knew the water-level to he-
90 feet ; in other localities it wouid be
150 feet or 120 feet. At Meekatharra
when he was there some years ago, there
was hardly any water ; it was obtained
with diffieulty at 200 feet. One could
see what an advantage the people of
Meekatharra would have over other pro-
spectors not so favourably situated. Im
Coolgardie water was obtained at 80 feet.
Prospectors were able to get below the
water and obtain the benefit of the pro--
vision ; but the provisien did not work

out too well in other localities. When
prospectors reached water level they
should be given the reduction. It was

hard, except in véry rich mines, to get
below water-level, though some people
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had sueceeded in doing so. It was com-
plained of the Stafe batteries that unless
the tailings were of greater value than
3dwts. 12 grains, the prospector was not
entitled to anything. He (Mr. Troy)
‘had compiled a list of shows of which the
assay value was 3dwts. 6grs. These tail-
ings should be worth say 12s. per ton,
and it was unfair that the prospector
should get no profit.

The Minister for Mines : The de-
partment would give 90 per cent.of sands
and slimes on the basis of a 75 per cent.
extraction. Say a hundred tons were
put through, the prospector would be
paid for 90 tons of sands-and slimes.
The price would be arranged later.

Me. TROY : It was well the slimes
were to be purchased, for thousands of
tans of slimes were now lying useless at
the State batteries. Tailings were often
washed away. The slimes at Black
Range were probably worth about
£6,000, which should be recovered by the
new battery to be erected. Large quan-
tities of shimes were also lying at Cool-
gardie and Lennonville ; and members
could dounbtless give similar instances.
He hoped agricultural members would
not oppose the vote for the development
of mining, for on that development the
suceess of agrienlture in this Siate de-
pended largely. The goldfields people
could not for many years, until irriga-
tion schemes were mafured, grow their
own foodstuffs ; henee our farmers had
in the goldfields a natural markel, secure
from Eastern competition. Yet a lead-
ing journalist recently stated that no ve-
duetion in State battery charges could
be made, by reason of the slight loss. The
battery system had been of material bene-
fit to the State by opening up some of
onr best mining localities, such as Black
Range, where 150,000 ounces of gold
were preduced in three years, The (ov-
ernment were about to give railway com-
munication to Black Range, and the dis-
trict warranted the enterprise. In this
distriet the Minister was about to erect
two 5-head bhatteries ; but there was
ample room for three. While many
talked abont the losses on the State
batteries and the large sums spent on
mining development, be would draw at-
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tention to the heavy loss on the Goom-
alling-Dowerin, Wagin-Dumbleyung, and
Katanning-Kojonup  agricultural rail- =
ways, a loss of £375 9s. 10d. per month.

Mr. Ewing : Agricultural members
never objected to expenditure on mining
development,

Mr. TROY : No; but eertain mem-
bers complained of a paltry loss of
£1,000 on the State batteries.

The Minister for Mines: No; but
some people said simply that the batteries
ought to pay their way.

Mr. TROY : ell, these agriculiural
railways showed an annnal loss of
£4,500, and the small loss on the batteries
was the result of their not keeping going
full time, and of the use of obsolete
material. Farther remarks owu the bat-
teries would be deferred till we con-
sidered the Lean Estimates. To pro-
vision for water supply he had never
heard a member object ; and this fact
should encourage the Minister. Of re-
cent years many goldfields had been
opened up by this means, and by the
State batteries. He must bring before
the Committee a point he would have re-
ferred to the Minister in his office, but
that the Minister was not easy to see. A
Mr. Leighton of Greenbushes had written
to him (Mr. Troy) and to the member for
Nelson (Mr. Layman) eoncerning a tin-
mining lease granted to Mr. Moss at
Greenbushes. The hon. member was in-
quiring into the matter ; and Mr. Leigh-
ton’s grievance deserved inquiry. Mr.
Leighton wrote that when he asked Mr,
Williams, the warden’s clerk, to be al-
lowed to make a search for the proper
titles, and tendered the fee, Mr. Williams
replied that there was nothing to search
for. Mr. Leighton had been misled right
through, and it was unfair that the Min-
jster should allow his servants to treat
in this fashion a deserving prospector
whose complaint appeared to be genuine,
The Public Battery Branch had arranged
for the transfer of certain managers.
True, it was not desirable that a manager
should remain too long in one place,
Notwithstanding, when a manager was
giving satisfaction in one locality and had
mained the confidence of the prospectors,
it was wrong to remove him. At Boo-
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gardie the manager, Mr. Allom, when he
went there found the battery seriously
dilapidated ; and when’he (Mr. Troy)
came to Perth the prospectors, who had
been dissatisfied for two or three years,
sent him numercus complaints, and com-
plained to the Minister also. Since Mr.
Allom took charge there was no com-
plaints ; he had ent down the cost of
production ; the battery had been kept
going ; and the superintendent of bat-
teries reported that for the past two
years the battery had given every satis-
faction. Yet Mr. Allom was to be re-
moved, though the people unanimously
desired his retention. There was great
need for reduction in charges, for over-
hauling the public battery system and for
expending money in bringing it up fo
date. The system wounld then be able to
earry on at a profit and crush at lower
rates than at present. We were not, as
many thought, on the down-grade in gold-
produetion. We were facing a new era.
In the Magnet district there had never
been such prosperity during the past five
years. New fields had been opened up
and the Minister had been compelled to
arrange for the introduction of more pub-
lic batteries. In that distriet over 100
head of stamps had been erected during
the past three years. The Minister bad
not said whether his pet scheme for the
abolition of labour covenants was to he
introduced. That scheme wouid not do
any good to the prospectors, who were
generally opposed to it. At any rate,
his (Mr, Troy's) constituents were. They
did not think it would give any assist-
ance to the prospectors upon whom the
suecess of the industry depended. The
prospector did not seek any abolition of
the labour covenants. He simply de-
sired to work his proposition, and if
after a time he applied for exemption for
a lengthy term in order to earn money to
again work his proposition, no warden
would refuse to grant it. No prospector
sought to shepherd his lease. If he found
his property no good, he would throw
it up and let somebody else take it. It
was to be hoped the Minister would be
guided by eommon sense and would not
infroduce any measure for the abolition
of the labour covenants. The Ministér

27)
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could assist the prospector by ecutting
down exemption fees and survey fees and
by abolishing the necessity for advertis-
ing lease applications in a newspaper.
It should be sufficient to post the notices
at the office of the registrar and on the
claim. By cutting down these liftle costs
the prospector could spend his money to
the best advantage. It was to be hoped
the Minister would bring down his pro-
posal for the reduction in battery charges
very soon, that members would have an
opportunity of discussing them and that
they would be such as weuld give a de-
cided impetus to the industry.

Mr. HOLMAN : It was little use
speaking at length on these Estimates
with such a sparse attendanee of mem-
bers on the Government side, Those re-
presenting mining districts regarded the
discussion of the Mines Estimates as an
opportunity for imparting a great deal
of information ; but as in the past, in-
stead of the members on the Government
side listening to the debates on this
matter, they remmained outside the Cham-
ber and blindly followed the Minister.
Last year he (Mr. Holman) had eon-
demned the Phillips River Railway as a
disgrace, because it would only assist
Mr. Kaufman in his flotation and in
practically robbing the investors in the
old eountry ; and now his (Mr. Hol-
man’s} remarks had been proved to be
absolutely true ; but members support-
ing the Governmeni had sneered at the
remarks, the Minister even joining in the
sneers. It was a waste of time talking
on this subject when members who knew
nothing about mining refused to remain
in the Chamber when such an important
matter was being debated. When it came
to a question of legislating fdér the
miners, instead of having any knowledge
of the subject or of what they were do-
ing, members on the Government side
simply followed the Minister blindly to
the detriment of the industry, [Inter-
jection by Mr. Ewing.] The prospeets
of Phillips River were not too encourag-
ing. [3fr. Ewing: They were only
waiting for the completion of the rail-
way.] That would only make it easier
for the people to get away. One would
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prefer to see the distriet flourishing, and
if anything could be done to make it a
profitable field he would be one of the
first to come forward to give that assist-
ance ; but this railway was built to give
one or two companies assistance in bring-
ing off a big flotation, while other fields,
where the prospects were brighter and
the output was greater, could get no
railway communication. It was not the
prospeetors who got consideration in the
matter of railways. It was only when
the companies stepped in that railway
communication had been given at Black
Range and again at Phillips River. The
money shonld be spent to assist the pro-
spectors themselves ; buf, unfortunately,
the prospectors could get nothing unless
there were big companies behind the
scenes, or perhaps with better faeilities
for getting the State to give assistance.
Without the companies it was impossible
to get assistance for any distriet. Not
sufficient assistance was given to pros-
pectors. We had less genuine prospec-
tors out now than at any time in the
history of the State. [The Minister :
More.] A few parties had gone out to
the North-West and to the East, but
there was less genuine prospecting being
done now. The Minister had been asked
to give assistance to Mr, Bertram, the
disecoverer of Mindoola.  Mr. Bertram,
who came to the State 12 years ago with
£800 eash, had beeu prospeeting ever since
travelling from Lake Way to Ashburton,
When he had worked his property at
Mindoola to water level, he had run out
of cash, and had applied for a reward
for the discovery of the fleld. Had he
received the money it would have been
spent in developing his property, but the
reply he received was anything but en-
couraging.

The Minmister for Mines : The reply
was that the department did not think
that at the present time the discovery
warranted a special reward.

Mr. HOLMAN : Thousands of ounces
of gold had been returned from the dis-
triet and the average of the ore treated
was over an ounce fo the ton, which
should be sufficient for the department
to give the most favonrable consideration
to the request for a grant. George

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mines genevally.

Woodley, the old Murehison prospeetor,
and who was even now prospecting, had
made several discoveries. Instead of a
monetary reward, the Government had
offered Woodley some land.

The Minister for ines: He wrote
to the department stating that he wanted
land and he was given a piece ; it was
not known, however, what happened
afterwards, for although a deal of
trouble was taken in his ease, nothing
farther bad been heard of it.

Mr. HOLMAN : No one wonld cavil
at the prospectors being given monetary
or other assistance. He had received a
letter from Mr. Bertram, in which that
gentleman said it appeared as if the
Minister were disinelined to grant him
any veward, and that the clause in the
Mining Regulations, dealing with the
granting of rewards for discoveries on
payable districts, might just as well be
struck out. In this letter, Mr. Bertram
quotes the case of Woodley who, he said,
had been offered land in lien of cash ; as
that man had no means the land would
be a white elephant to him, and he was
not desirous of taking up farming ; he
wanted to go out prospecting again. The
writer pointed ont that it was seldom that
the discoverer of a new field obtained a
profit from it, as it was the man who
came after him that reaped all the bene-
fit. Had the reward been granted to Mr.
Bertram he would have been able to erect
machinery on his property, tw sink a
shaft below the water level, and great
good, would. have resulted. In connection
with the superintendent of batteries,
members knew too little of what had
ocemrred. The case had been before the
court, but.very little information bhad
been given in the Press. He desired to
criticise the remarks made by the magis-
trate and fo say that they were the worst
that could fall from any man who was
supposed to mete out justice. If what
Mr. Roe had said were true, he had not
done his duty in stopping the case from
going farther ; but if his remarks were
untrue, it was a standing disgrace thai
such should have fallen from the lips of
a magistrate, as the resunlt might be to
ruin the man to whom he was referring
for life. He had had personal experience
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of remarks made by Mr. Roe and knew
what they were worth. He eould speak
without prejudice, and must say that the
man was a disgrace in his position. In
all probability he would have a beiter
opportunity of dealing with some of
Mr. Roe's doings when the Estimates
coneerning that department were before
the House ; he intended to take that op-
portunity. The remarks Mr. Roe made
at various times from the bench were
dreadful ; time after time be had eriti-
cised the laws Parliament bad passed,
and the sooner he was taught his proper
position the better for the people who
might unfortunately have to go before
“him, and the better it would be for the
State. [Mr. Taylor: Send him out
pearling.] He should be sent out among
the pearlers and the Japauvese; it was
far more smnitable that he should be with
the latter than among the people in the
¢ity. The House should hear something
about the case of the Superintendent of
Batteries, which had lasted in the police
court for a long time. If the charges
were true, ne punishment eould be too
great for Mr. White, but if they were
not true, every recompense should be
paid to him for the suffering he had been
forced to underge. He would not deal
farther with that question at present, bnt
it was a very important one and the
Minister should have taken members into
his eonfidence with regard to the matter.
He had been told an extraordinary story
as to the manner in which evidence was
procured. He did not know  whether
it was true, but he had been informed
that the Minister got a man into his office
and while he was there and telling his
story had a detective hidden behind a
sereen to take down all the words uttered.
If that were true it was a very peculiar
thing for a Minister to do—to get a
man’s evidence and have a defective to
Tear what he said. He had only been in-
formed that this was the case and did
not know whether it was true or not.
Men should not resort to such tacties in
order to try to beat another man. They
all know that during the last year or two
Mr. White had had an uphill batile to
fight with the Minister. During last ses-
cion there was a long debate on the ques-
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tion, and when they found that M.
White bad to wait for three months be-
fore his case was heard they could not
but be dissatisfied. He did not desire to
sereen White if guilty, but he wanted
every man to have justice, and if there
was any doubt the accused should receive
the benefit of it. They all knew that the
gold returns were decreasing, and they
should do everyihing possible to keep the
yield up. What was wanted to achieve
this result was a few good mineral dis-
coveries, and if only sueh were made the
depression which had existed for the last
year or two would cease. Everything
possible should be done to obtain new
discoveries. With regard to water sup-
plies in mining distriets, he must admit
that the efforts of the department to get
water into ount-back places deserved
praise and every encouragement, On al-
most every occaston when an applieation
was made‘for a water supply for such
distriets, the department did their very
best to grant it. He hoped the officials
would always try and get water into the
country as rapidly as possible. It was
immaterial if there were a mining camp
near the water supply or neot, for the
supply in itself was a very valuable asset
to the State. There was not the slightest
doubt that the public battery system had
done much good. Last year he bhad
eriticised the baiteries and informed the
House that many of the plants were no
better than serap iron. He was pleased
to know, however, that improvements
were being made. A good plant had
been erected at Nannine, and the gas pro-
ducer engines with which it was being
worked bad turned ont a success. He
was one of the first to advoecate the in-
troduction of this producer gas in eon-
nection with batteries ; the engines would
be, he was satisfied, of great assistance
in development of mines, [Mr. Ewing :
They would pay anywhere.] They would
pay, especially those in the back ecuntry.
He was sorry that the Minister did not
get an engine that would consume wood
instead of Collie eoal ; it was only a
trial, but they could not get Collie coal
to a place like Wiluna, where all material
had to be carted about 100 miles. The
producer gas engines should be tested with
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wood as the fuel instead of coal. Ex-
periments were being undertaken, for

mulga had been sent home and he was
sure that it would be good for the pro-
ducer gas. [The Minister for Mines :
A tremenduous lot of gas was got from
“mulga.”] The battery system had
given a considerable amoun{ of en-
couragement and assistance to the mining
industry generally, and had it not been
for the system there would at present be
no Meekatharra, The State battery had
opened up that distriet and there were
many other places in the State about
which the same thing eonld be said. The
introduction of the batteries had brought
about a revolution in mining in the
State, and in addition to the actnal gold
that was being won through iis medium,
it had resnlted in a large number of
people going out and opening up new
cenfres. The prospectors now knew that
if anything of value was discovered out-
back they would be able to get assistance
from the Government in the shape of a
State battery. He desired to refer to the
Minister’s remarks as to inducing our
own people to invest in our mines. They
could not give too much encouragement
in that direction, for if only we could
encourage our own people to own our
mines it would be much better for the
whole State. He would urge the Min-
ister to have the motion on the Notice
Paper, of which he had given notice, for
the eonstruction of a railway to Meeka-
tharra brought on as rapidly as possible.
There was no place in Western Australia
which had such bright prospects as that
district, and there was no place where
the lack of timber was so badly felt.
There was no fuel for the engines and
no timber for the mines, and unless a
railway were constructed there, in all
probability a large number of prospec-
tors would have to throw up their shows.
If this were done a big mining eompany
would come in, buy up the property and
get a railway in a short time. Instead of
waiting for the speculator to secure all
the big properties the Government should
constrnet the railway and so ensure that
the payable propositions were retained
by the prospectors. Some of the biggest
lodes in the State were in that distriet,
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and the railway to Meekatharra was
warranted more than any goldfields rail-
way now being constructed, In no part
of the State had so much gold been pro-
duced in a similar time without railway
communication as at Meekatharra, and
£35,000 should be spent this year in mak-
ing a start with the railway. If this
were 1ot done, he would take the matter
up and would bring forward information
and ask for returns in the direetion of
showing why other places were treated
so wel), whereas Meekatharra, where all
the properties were owned by prospec-
tors, received no consideration. The
question of a railway in the North-
West was a very important one and
should receive serious consideration, If
the railway did not make the North-West
it would be a bad job for the State.
Then there was the other railway to Blaek
Itange. We should have an opportunity
of dealing with that when the Bill now
before the House was considered, and
he would be able to give some informa-
tion to the House on the subject. The
railway to Norseman was a step in the
right direetion. It should bhave heen built
sooner, The money spent on the Phillips
River railway had been absolute waste
of money. He hoped his views. would
turn out to be incorreet. ([The Minister
Jor 3Mines : The hon. member weuld find
out be was wrong.] He sincerely hoped
that the money spent there would prove
a great benefit in opening up the place
and making a mining distriet of it. [In-
terjection by the Minister for Mines.]
At that time there was an effort to boom
the Peak Hill property so that Darling-
ton Simpson and & few of the swindlers
we had had in this eountry would he
able to make money out of it. At the
fime the Phillips River railway was eon-
structed it was the means of booming the
properties in London. It was the means
of taking money from investors and put-
ting it into Mr. Kaufman's pockets.
We could not continue to urge people to
pni their money into swindles ; they
should get a fair deal. At the time this
railway was started the market value of
the properties lheld by Kanfman was
one and a quarter millions, whereas the
returns from the Phillips River field only
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amounted fo £170,000. Anyone consider-
ing that would see what an absolute
swindle was being carried out. He had
every confidenee in the mining industry ;
with fair encouragement to prospectors
some valuable discoveries wounld be made
in Western Australia before long. On
the Murchison several discoveries had
been made. There was Errols, Berambi,
Stake Well, Mindoola, in fact, the pro-
spects on the Murchison were never better
than now. If the prospectors receive a
measure of assistance there wonld be
good return. Although agrienltural
members said they were willing to give
the mining indusiry every assistance, in
his opinion they would give much more
assistance by being in the House listening
to goldfields members. They would then
be in a postion te cast their votes instead
of blindly following the Minister who,
according to his lights, was doing all he
could to assist the industry. He gave
the Minister credit for being sincere in
his work. Although he (Mr. Holman)
had attacked him about various matters,
the Minister had to the best of his ability
the interest of the gold mining industry
at heart, and worked to make it a suceess.
But the Minister should recognise that
there were others who had the industry
at heart, and if he would listen to mem-
bers and take notice of the wishes of the
prospectors, ne doubt the industry would
receive better treatment. He would
congratulate the Minister on the efforts
he was making to give water sup-
plies and te open up routes in the hack
conutry, also his efforts in connection
with the public battery system. It had
been said legislation would be brought
down to do away with the labour condi-
tions. Right throughout the 14 or 15
centres on the Murchison the opinion was
unanimous that under no consideration
should there be a reduction of the labour
conditions. They were not too stringent
and the prospectors would rather prefer
the hreaking up of the leases into smaller
arews.  Previously the conditions were
iwo wen to six aeres, now only two men
were required to twelve acres. He hoped
the mining industry would improve dur-
ing the next year, and the administration
also. He would like to know from the

112 Novemseg, 1907.]

Mines generally. 683
Minister the names of the prospectors
who were to get the yeward for the
Phillips River field.

The Minister for Mines: A hboard
would be appointed to deal with that
matter, but the principal applicant was
Dunn.

Mr. HOLMAN: No doubt there would
be some difficulty. There was no doubt
about the prospector of Mindoola; but
he did not get the encouragement he de-
served.

The Minister for Mines: It was not
overlooked,

My. HOLMAN: The Minister should
await developments and see how the field
turned oul, and instead of writing the
letter which bhe did to that prospector,
more encouragement should have been
given to him. He was not seriously con-
cerned about the future of mining in
Western Australia becanse from his
knowledge he had no hesitation in saying
the prospeets of the mining industry
were second to none in any part of Ans-
tralasia. We had proved we had the
best mines in Western Australia, and as
soon as we got the prospectors to go out
into the new areas it might be proved
that we had more than one Golden Mile
in Western Australia. In the distriet
around Meekathavrra there were S te 12
areas where good payable gold was ob-
tainable; and as soon as the place had
a fair chanee we sltould have a popula-
tion there of some thousands. Four or
five years ago there were only 50 or 60
men in that locality; at the present time
the population was $00. With fair en-
couragement the population wounld greatly
inerease.  Whatever Minister might be-
in power he could always rely on his (Mr.
Holman’s) criticism when he thought the .
Minister was wrong, but he would give
every encouragement and assistance when
he thought the Minister was doing right.
He congratulated the Minister on some -
of the work done. It was known he had
criticised the Minister strongly, and had
good eause; when the Minister did good
work he (Mr. Holman) was the first to
give him evedit.

Mr. W. T. EDDY: As a representa-
tive of a mining district it was his duty
to say a few words. He agreed with the -
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member for Murchison that this industry
deserved all the attenfion members counld
give it. It was’regrettable in a way that
there was a decline in the produetion of
gold for some years past, but after all
there was the faet that there were just
as many men, or more, employed now as
in better times. The most valuable assats
the State could elaim were the real pro-
dueing industries. In mineral output
whether in gold, copper, tin, ashestos,
mica or any of the other minerals this
State could claim to be producing in ad-
vance of any other State in the Common-
wealth, and he thought it could safely
claim, in any other part of the world.
He wished to mention the many devel-
opments which were taking place around
the electorate of Coolgardie, the mather
town of the goldfields? He was pleased
that in Coclgardie there were bright signs
of revival, of better prospects at the pre-
sent time than for many years past.
There were prospects of an early re-
opening of Bayley’s mine that was well
known, not only to the people of Aus-
tralia, but to the world. Operations were
to be begun at once, and £30,000 would
be available for working that mine at a
very early date. He was quite sure that
with good management good results would
be attained. TFor after all it was the
wilful waste of money from time to time
that had been the great curse of the min-
ing industry. Fortupately investors now
took care to put their money into good
ventures. At Tindall’s mine, which was
a low-grade proposition where 50,000
tons of ore had been treated, it was made
to pay with less than 3 dwts. to the ton.
The member for Ivanhoe could bear him
out in this respect, for that member had
worked on the mine years ago when they
were making the mine pay on less than
3 dwts. to the ton. Now it was found
that at a greater depth the value of the
stone was increasing, and the last crush-
ing from that mine gave 10 dwts. to the
ton. He believed a 20-head plant would
be erected there immediately, and in that
mine alone there was at least five or six
years’ work in sight. The other day the
New Hope mine was taken up again, and
after the first crushing six shareholders
divided £100 a man out of it. They were
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to have another clean-np this week. The
the Lord Bobs mine which was away fro
town in the bush returned £12,000 i
dividends to the 16 shareholders; and
was still going strongly. The membe
of this syndieate, himself included, ha
contributed towards it for over thw
years without any return; but they ha
now been rewarded, and there was tweh
months’ work in sight on stone that woul
produce from two to three ounces. Othy
propositions were at work right aroun
Coolgardie, almost within a stone's thro
of the town, and on three or four of the
machinery was being erected. The ernsl
ing charge of public batteries was alt
gether too high, and the promised reduw
tion would not come too soon. From il
sands the Government deducted 3 an
one-third pennyweights, thus robbing tl
prospectors of 5s. or 6s. per ton on (i
sands alone.

Mr. Taylor had been aceusing the Gor

-ernment of that for seven years.

Mr. EDDY : It was quite true. TI
cost onght to be reduced by one-hal
All Governments in power did the san
thing, and no attempt at reform w:
made by the Labour Governwment. TI
slimes gathered round public batteri
represented large sums of prospector
money lying idle for eight or ten year
The tributers at the Lindsays mine, ne:
Coolgardie, making stone pay at less tha
2dwts. to the ton, proposed to the d
partment, if they could get water at 2
per thousand gallons, to take a uillic
gallons for the first month and 400,0(
gallons per month safterwards. Ti
proposition seemed fair ; but the Minists
for Works said he could not agree, b
canse of the cutery that would be raise
by other mings which were paying mor
Seeing that water eould be pumped fro
Mundaring to the goldfields for 10d. ¢
is. a thousand, the Minister should has
some diseretionary power to help tl
poorer mines in this matter. A paymer
by the Mines to the Works Departmer
of the amount of the necessary reduetio
in the price would be only a hook-keepin
entry. The survey charges and othe
fees to miners and prospectors were f:
too high, and another tax had recentl
been imposed on tributers in the shape ¢
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increased stamp duty. More attention
should be given to boving, both for water
and minerals. The opening up of a
stock-route and provision of a water sop-
ply was gratifying, and would afford a
connecting link between the Eastern
Goldfields and the North. Tt was pleas-
ing to note the necessary increases men-
tioned by the member for Mt. Magmet
(Mr. Troy). He endorsed the remarks
of other speakers as to battery charges,
more partienlarly for low-grade pro-
positions on which the future of the
industry would depend. The charges
must be reduced to allow these mines to
he payable. By sending out a one-head
or two-head mill a place eould be proved,
and when proved a larger and more ex-
pensive mill should follow. The varying
charges made by the public batteries in
acecordance with the values of stone, from
8s. upwards, were unfair and unneces-
sary. The echarge should be the same
whether the stone were 5dwt. or Soz.
Men would work for three or four months
on a rich leader, securing Hozs. to the
ton, but nught not make so much as men
on a wide, open proposition going 5dwts.
He would support generally the estimates
of expenditure on this great industry.

Mr. TAYLOR : After the very en-
couraging speech of the Minister one
hardly felt disposed at the outset to deal
with these Estimates as they deserved;
but it was impossible to shnt one’s eyes
and ears to the complaints made far and
wide against the administration of the
department, in which there was great
room for improvement, especially in the
public battery system. The Minister
held out some hope of reform ; and it
would not be attacking him to say that in
portions of the State he (Mr. Taylor)
had visited he had heard numerous com-
plaints. The Minister pointed to great
developments in many places, and said
that the mines as a whole were on the
ap-grade. He would lead us to believe
that certain statements about the Phil-
lips River field were wnot trne. Twelve
months ago he (Mr. Taylor) had
severely condemned the Government
for their conduet in disposing of
the  Phillips River smelter.  The
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Government  bad  disposed of the
Phillips River smelter to an English
company, to the inconvenience of the
prospeetors and the narrowing of the
scope of prospecting in the distriet. To
give railway communication and open up
water supplies was the right poliey to
pursue ; but in the past the practice has
been to give these facilities not while the
fields remained in the hands of the pro-
spectors, but only when mining com-
panies came into the field and were able-
to secure the ear of the Minister, That
was particularly the ease with the Black
Range and Phillips River distriets. In
regard to Phillips River, the distriet was-
reported to be flonrishing to such an ex-
tent that a newspaper which had been
cirenlating there had been shut down. It
might be wise on the part of the Gov-.
ernment to take the adviee given in some
quarters, to stay their hands in econnee-
tion with the railway, because if the dis-
triet had gone down, as was reported,.
there could be no justifieation for farther
probing the proposition. It was argued
in some guarters that the contractors for-
the railway had tendered at too low a
price, and wanted fo get out of the con-
tract. However, one failed to see how
the goldfield could develop under the eon-
dition of being owned by a company
wholly and solely. The distriet from the
cradle had been fed by the Government,
and when it was a going concern the
smelter had been handed over to a com-
pany. (ireat strides would have to be
made by the distriet to justify the-sale of -
that smelter. What had the Government
done for Roebourne when copper was
gueted at £95 a ton? There were from
600 to 800 tons of copper ore at the.
rines and on the jetty at Roebourne,
but it was impossible to get it to the.
market, because owing to the apreement
between the squatters and the shipping
companies the squatters had first call on
the ships, and the space on the boats was
utilised for the shipping of wool, so.
that it was impossible to get the copper
away until the price was down to £65.
People in the Roebourne distriet deserved
great credit for going into such a hot dis-
trict to open up copper mines, but the -
Government had not eome to their assist- -
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ance, and the result was that the men
could not get their wages, and the mines
had practically to shut down. True, the
Government had stepped in within the
last month or so and given something in
the way of tramway facilities ; but the
proper hime lo have assisted them was
when copper was at a good price so that
the men eould get the best results from
their work. There was a matter in eon-
neetion with the battery at Pig Well to
which attention should be called.  Ae-
cording to the leading article in the
Jount Leonora Miner of the 9th Novem-
Ler, Kelly and Penny who owned the
Gambier Lass near Pig Well had, while
erushing at the battery, taken 7.65 ounces
of amalgam which they thought was their
property. There was a dispute in con-
nection with the matter, and the result
was a letter from the department inform-
ing the leascholders that no more erush-
ing would be done for them anless they
immediately returned the 7.65 ounces of
zold, or its value eontained in the amal-
gam taken from the elevator pit. Thati
was not the proper proeedure. If the
. men were guilty of taldng what did not
belong to them it was the duty of the
(Government to punish them as any other
person would be punished, but if they
were taking what was theirs they were
entitled to do so. [The Minister for
Mines : The prospectors tried to run the
hattery.] The amalgam must have belonged
to them or to some other prospeetor.
It was not the property of the Gov-
ernment, and a lack of management, and
administration was shown. It was un-
just that the Government did not give
them full value for their stone. If an
injustice had been done to these people
the Ministry should reetify it. The
Giovernment had deecided to remove the
Duketon battery to Black Range, and if
it were erected at the latter place then
they would bave one of the most up to
date 10-head mills in the State. While
he was sorry that the battery would be
removed from Duketon, still he must ad-
wit that there was not sufficient stone
there at present to keep it going, and
there were so many places in the country
requiring batteries that the Government

could not afford to keep it idle. The
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Minister, however, should take into con
sideration the eost of dismantling th
battery, earting it, and re-erecling it a
Black Range; and if bhe did that h
would probably find that it would eos
less to purchase a new plant in Pertl
and send it up to Black Range. In viev
of that fact, it would be wise.for th
Government to leave the mill at Duketo)
for another 12 months as it would serw
there to continue their work; and per
haps this would resnlt in the discoven
of properties which would justify th
battery remaining there altogether. H
was glad te know that the Governmen
were sending mp a smaller crusher t
Duketon in order toc meet present re
quirements, He did not intend to speal
farther generally on the department, fo
he hoped to be able to disenss many o:
the items. He trusted tbat this desir
would not be frustrated in the same wa)
as in econnection with the Edueation Esti
mates. Tle had wanted to discuss severa
items in that vote, but they were brough
on about seven o'clock in the mornin;
after he had gone home and he had thu
missed his opportunity. While the Min
ister for Mines was placing railway com
munication and water supply at the dis
posal of the prospectors, and was in tha
way opening up the fields, still it mus
be remembered that the supply of sehool
in the outback districts was likewise o
very great value. At Burtville, for in
stance, there were seven or eight child
ren, and the fathers and mothers woul¢
have to leave that district unless a schoo
were kept going there. At present th
Government paid £35 a year for th
seven children and the people had to fin¢
£40 in order to pay the salary of =
teacher. The parents would not stay ir
those placestand have their children grow
ing up in ignorance. He was very
pleased to have heard the encouraging
speech delivered by the Minister for
Mines in introducing his Estimates, ané
he ouly haped that his remarks were
borne out by faets and his eonclusion:
arrived at from the statistics of the de.
partment. '

Mr. ANGWIN moved—
That progress be reported.
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Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes . .. .- 13
Noes - e e 20
Majority against .. 7
Arza. ! Noes.
Mr, in i Mr. Brebber
Mr. Bat Mr, H. Brown
Mr. Bolton | Me, Cowcher
Mr, Heitmann Mr. Dmaper
Mr. Holman Mr, Ewing
Mr, Horan Mr. Grefory
Mr, Scaddan Mr. Gul
Mr. Stunrt L Mr, Hordwick
Mr, Taylor J Mr. Hoyward
Mr. Underwood y Mr. Layman
Mr. Walker Mr. McLarty
Mr, Ware Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Troy (Toller). ' Mr. Monger

. F. Wilsun
+ Mr. Gordon (Tollar).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. SCADDAN: There were gne or
two subjeets he desired to bring under
the notice of members and particularly
of the Minister. Certain regulations
under the Mines Regulation Aet had been
issued, and he desired to criticise one or
two of them.

The Minister for Mines: This was no
place for that.

Mr. SCADDAN: Anyhow he was go-
ing to take the opportunity of making
eertain comments upon them. The Mini-
ster for Mines had to administer the
Mines Regulation Aect and the ad-
ministration required expenditure.
He was quite within his rights to
discuss that question, if necessary,
in the —course of his speech.
It might not be pleasant to the Minister.
First of all he desired to draw the Mini-
ster’s attention to the provisions made
for the use of the Holman hoist and
other hoisting appliances, and unless the
Minister misled the House when the
Mines Regulation Act was being passed
this regulation was contrary to the wish
of the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (potnt
of order): On the Estimates it was going
rather far to bring forward a question of
the mining regulations. If there was
anything in connection with the regula-
tions which the member did not agree
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with, his proper eourse was to give notice
of motion, so that it eould be discussed.
It was altogether contrary to procedure
to deal with mining regulations when on
the Mines Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: So far, the hon,
member was in order.

Mr. SCADDAN: If he tabled a motion
disagreeing with some of the regulations,
the House might diseuss it for a week
without any effect. Was it not better to
diseuss the matter on an oceasion like
this rather than waste the time of the
House with the probability of the motior
being placed at the bottom of the list?
He regretted it was annoying to the
Minister, but the regulations were his,
and he would have to stand by them.
These regulations were contrary to the
wisk of Parliament when framing the
Mines Regulation Act. When men were
being raised or lowered by machinery,
a properly certificated engine-driver
sliould be in charge of the engine whether
the engine was driven by air, electricity
or steamt. The Minister had been able
to get past the wish of Parliament and
had framed a regulation dealing with the
Holman hoist and other appliances, ex-
empting owners from having properly
certificated engine-drivers in charge of
the heists. It was impossible to get the
Minister now to alter the regulation, be-
cause it was known it was a pet hobby
with the Minister for a considerable time
before the Aet was framed. In his (Mr.
Scaddan’s) opinion, the Minister knew
when framing the section of the Mines
Regulation Act that he could legally pass
this section and frame a regulation, hut
he carefully evaded telling the House that
that was his intention. It would have
heen better had the Minister made it
known to the House and allowed the
House to deeide the question, instead of
framing the regulation he had. The Mini-
ster must recognise whether a man was
being hauled from a winze 200 feet deep,
or frow the main shaft of a mine by any
class of engine a properly qualified man
should be in charge of the engine; bnt
the Minister’s object was to meet the
desire of some mining magnates to abviate
the necessity of paying proper wages.
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As it would ke impossible to get the Mini-
ster to alter that regulation, be wished
-the Minister to take into consideration
that part of the regulation which said
that the examination should be held by
an inspeetor of mines and a first-class
certificated engine-driver; and he asked
the Minister to specify that the engine-
driver should be appointed by the associ
.ation in each district; because under this
provision it was absolutely impossible
for an engine-driver to retain his employ-
ment, for if he demanded that the man
«examined in this work should be efficient,
the engine-driver would stand the chance
of losing his employment. He had had
instances brought under his notice where
enzine-drivers had declined to act, and it
was not long before they lost their em-
ployimient, The regulation would work
hardship. One person in each district
might be nominated or recommended by
the association, so that the responsibility
placed on the engine-driver under the
<¢lanse woull be removed. There were
other regulations that certainly showed
some foresight on the part of the Mini-
ster or his officers, in dealing with men
aworking alone. The officer who had
framed this regulation was an artist. It
wonld have been better if the Minister
had left it out altogether, than have
framed it in its present terms. It now
gave legal ennctment to something which
the men had objected to for years, and it
seemed that to bring anything under the
notice of the Minister had the effect of
making it law, The regulation which he
aeferred to was as follows:—

“In everv wine where there are men
ewployed underground whe are work-
ing alone at points in the mine where
they are not in frequent eommunication
with or within easy hearing of other
-employees, the manager shall direet
tl:at each such man shall be visited by

. some person told off for this duty at
‘intervals of ngt more than two hours,
.and neglect to make such visits on the
parl of any person so told off shall be
a hreach of these regulations. The
‘inspector may preseribe conditions for
the better protection of men working
alone against aceidents. In dangerous
wrround no workman shall be employed
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alone nnless there is some person witl

in easy hearing.”
That was impracticable, because a ma
who had his work to Jo undergroun
would not bother hinself, if instrmete
by the imanager to go into some potrtio
of the mine every two hours, it might ¥
a great distance from where he was worl
ing, 20 feet or 200 feet, to visit someor
working alone, If the manager can
along and asked lhe man if he had visite
s0 and so he would certainly say, ¥ Ye
two minutes agn.’” The regulation w:
wltra vires and had never been put ini
practice, so he was informed. He hope
the Minister would cause the regmlatio
to be cancelled; it would be better i
have the old order of things existing tha
that we should bLave such a regulatio
He agreed with the Minister and othe
members that the mining outlook we
somewhat promising; but it was not du
to any great consideration that the minin
industry had reeeived from Parliamer
or the Governwenl. It had forged ahea
notwithstanding Parhiament and the Gov
ermment. For the last couple of years :
every possible function hetd in the Stat
one Minister or other spoke of the gre:
possibilities of the agrienltural industr
and they said as a side line, for the pm
pose of not losing sight altogether of th
fact that the goldfields returned a men
ber or two to Parliament, that the minin
industry was a promizing industry. ]
would he as wel] if the Minister and othe
members representing the goldfields cor
stituencies would give a little more atter
{ien to the mining industry when fun
tions were held, and draw attention t
the fact that the mining industry ws
the backbone and most stable industry o
the State, and not pay their whole atte:
tion to one partieular industry ; the whol
should recelve fair and legitimate trea
ment. The memher for Mount Magme
in addressing the House vegreited ths
there was an inerease under the Exple
sives and Analytical Department, i
salaries; he would like to point out ths
there was an inerease, not in salaries, br
in the number of analvsts employed, an
personally he did not object to that. H
believed that there was an iucrease Jas
vear in the number of men employed i
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he department, there being new inspec-
ors of explosives. This had had good
flect, because the nuinber of accidents
thiech had happened through faultv ex-
losives and otherwise, had fallen off in
908 as compared with 1905,

The Minister for Mines: The stafi had
0 be kept there for the Mines Depart-
nent and for the Colonial Secretary’s
Jepariment. .

Mr. SCADDAN: This department had
. eonsiderable amount of work to do for
ther departments, but he hoped it would
.ot he lost sight of that there was a large
mount of work necessary under the Ex-
losives Branch of the Mines Depart-
sent. Last year we lad prosecutions
gainst certain firms for importing ex-
losives which had heen tawpered with.
in officer of the Explosives Department
1 Vietoria was recently sent howe by
he Victorian Government to inquire into
he methods adopted by the explosives
janufacturers, and he had made a re-
ort. He would like to know if the
Ainister had written for a copy of that
eport, as it would be of assistance to
he Government of the State.

The Minister of Mines: They had to
dopt our own method.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt was all very well
o heve a test to satisfy them-
elves that the explosives were up
o the standard, but if some in-
redient was added to make the
est null and void ¢ was useless. It
rould be wise if the Minister obtained a
opy of the Vietorian officer’s report.
Te (Mz. Seaddan) had a good deal of
riticism to give as to one or two of the
ranches of this department, and a word
r two as to the machinery department;
ind he hoped the Minister would give
i s opportunity, not at midnight,
o make these remarks, but so that they
vould receive proper publicity; for if
ve were here {ill seven or eight o'clock
n the morning the nsnal procedure wonld
ie adopted by the Press, recording that
omebody spoke. The publie should know
vhat was going on in the Mines Depart-
pent; and the system of diseissing the
Zstimates at all-night sittings prevented
he facts being published in the Press.
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It was well to remind members that, after
all, the Golden Mile was responsible for
more than half the total gold production
of the State; and while members spoke
of large aveas in the prospecting stage,
the Golden Mile assisted other dis-
triets by drawing attention to Western
Australian mining. Nevertheless, this
had its drawbacks; for speeulators would
not touch any but very high-grade pro-
positions, even though low-grade would
pay. Proof of this fact would be found
in the Coolgardie distriet, which as he
had contended for years would yet be-
come a good gold-producing centre, for
it econtained many mines which would
pay if they had capital and a proper-
water supply, as was exemplified already;
and the same could be said for many
other districts which had been neglected
owing to the concentration of attention
on the rich lodes of the Kalgoorlie belt,
and to the belief that other shows should
be as rich or they were not worth touch-
mg. The main need on the Golden Mile
was that the men employed should be
properly treated, and they were not pro-
perly treated to-day. In this year's de-
partmental report, inspeetor after in-.
spector stated that the accidents so very
frequently oceurring seemed to be un-
avoidable. ‘That was not so. The return
did not show eompletely how the health
of miners was injured, partieularly on the
Golden Mile. The system of stoping in
some 1mines, and the system of rising,
were detrimental to the workers. It was.
rumoured, he knew not with what cor-
rectness, that the managers were consider-
ing, if they had not already put in force,
a system of rising which would evade the-
box system preseribed by regulation. It
was said they proposed to put in a box
after they had proceeded to 30 feet, the-
preseribed limit, and then te proeceed
from that box another 30 feet; then to-
put in another box, thus having a box at
every 30 feet, which systemn would be an
evasion of the Act.

The Minister for Mines: Whether that
was to be proposed would socn be ascer-
tained. It would certainly be an evasion
of the Aet.

Mr. SCADDAN: The system would
abolish the main vse of the box system—



690

Fslimates-:

- the thorough ventilation of the top of
the rise. It was alleged there was
another proposal, that the rise should be
constructed in a zig-zag fashion, in one
direction at less than 30 degrees from the
vertical, and then in the same manner in
an oposite direction. After reaching the
desired  height, the corners would be
knocked off the various angles, and there
would remain practically an upright rise.
This method, it was saild, the managers
considered less expensive than the box
system; but that was sorely a wmistnke.
He hoped the Minister’s anticipations of
futare developments would be fully
realised. The serious decline in mining
would result in other industries going
backward. Members generally should
give more consideration to mining ques-
tions. There were now only five or six
present in the Chamber; yet Western
Australia owed more to mining than te
any other of her industries.

Mr. HORAN: The congratulatory
tenour of the Opposition speeches was
satisfactory; but Government mining

members were gonspieuous by their ab-
sence. He hoped the Minister’s anticipa-
tions would be realised, and would pro-
vide a silver lining to the cloud hanging
over the industry for some years past.
He congratulated the Minister on the
result of wrestling with the problem of
the treatment of sands by public bat-
teries. In the last Parliament the legal
opinion was that the Government had
no right to the possession of these sands;
and now the Government recognised this,
but only at the eleventh hour. Though
the public batteries were not an unmixed
blessing, they had in many respects been
snceessful. From time to time goldfields
members were disturbed with complaints
about the battery ernshings; and the pro-
mised reduction in charges would pro-
bably diminish complaints. The battery
system was going far -beyond what was
originally intended. The original object
was to ascertain the values of prospeet-
ing shows, so that prospectors might de-
* termine whether they should erect bat-
teries of their own. Now the Minister
boasted of making the public batteries
pay. [The Minister: Pay their way.]
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It wonld be better to provide in outlying
centres small portable batteries, as in
Vietoria and New South Wales; and to
lend money to prospectors so that they
could erect their own machinery. He
knew from experience that this would he
the hetter method in his own distriet,
where he had recently inspected almost
every mine. The Agricultural Bank sup-
plied the farmer with money on easy
terms, even to purchase sheep; and the
Savings Bank might on good security
lend mine-owners money at say 5 per
cent. to purchase batteries, thus avoiding
the necessity of foreign flotations, which
meant sending the profits out of the
State.  Savings Bank returns showed
that a quarter of a million was lying
idle and serving no purpose whatever
It might well he utilised for mining de-
velopments.  The Minister mentioned
£1,000 lent by the Government to a mine-
owner in the Yilgarn distriet, who was
thus enabled not only to erect a 10-bead
battery and erush for the publie, bul
ultimately to erect another 10-head bat-
tery on his own account. The cost ol
water suplied to the poorer mines shoul¢
be reduced, and the mines development
vote utilised to subsidise the Goldfield:
Water Supply Branch, thus aveiding any
general reduetion in the price of water
which, however, might well be reducec
generally in view of the low eost of
pumping and the immense quantities
running to waste over the Mundaring
Weir. The Westralia Extension mine ai
Bonnie Vale was in great difficulfies, an¢
though using mueh more water than semt
of the niines at Kalgoorlie, it was chargec
7s. Gd. per thousand while they paid 3s
or 5s. 6d. They used more water tha
was used at Kalgoorlie, but the charg
was '2s, Gd. more, because scheme wate
was not used exelusively. It was gooc
the Minister recognised that in some of
the hitherto abandoned places prospeet:
were improving, and that the people whe
had been attracted to Kalgoorlie wer
now paying attention to other fields, suel
as Coolgardie and Yilgarn. At Marve
Loch fing diseoveries had been made, ane
the mines were opening np well. Th
Minister should not delay the eonstrue
tion of a dam at that locality. At Wid
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coiemooltha there was sivong indication of
a revival owing to the construetion of the
railway. Developments were most satis-
factory: there were numerous lodes of
sulphides running for several miles in the
Mount Pleasant locality, and fhe yields
were high. The lodes were numerous,
and had already been prospected to a
depth of 150ft. or 180ft. One mine
yielded Gdwts. dgrs. over, the plates, and
averaged Jdwts. 18grs. in the sauds.
Another yielded 9dwts. 3gis. over the
plates, and Si4hdwts. in the sands.
Another show, which had 18,000 tons of
ore in sight and which was installing two
rock drills by Christmas time, had aver-
aged 32dwits. The Minister should send
an inspector to that distriet, becanse due
regard was_ not paid to the cheapest
method of working these properties, and
it was hoped there would be justifieation
for giving farther facilities at the public
‘batteries for treating sulphide oves. All
through the Yilgarn' district there were
great indieations of progress. At Jowr-
«die Hills he (Mr. Horan) had seen three
bushel-bags filled with rich speeimens,
some about 20lbs., from reefs three or
four feet wide, traversing a couple of
miles, The Minister might well consider
the idea of subsidising a battery on any
one of the properties in this district.
The Minister had to be thanked for the
attention given to water supply in the
Yilgarn distriet, and te the various
matters brought under his notice. Gold-
fields members must be satisfied that if
the optimistic forecast of the Minister
turned out correct there was a bright
future for the mining industry of the
State.

Mr. BATH: While we talked about en-
-couraging investors of capital and light-
ening the mining laws with a view to
encouraging people to invest ecapital,
those we proposed to encourage were
those who had damned the industry and
were doing their best to discourage in-
vestment in our mines. The shareholders
of Bayley’s Reward, Coolgardie, had
held that mine for a considerable time
and paid many calls to keep fhe mine
going. Finally, provision was made for
the sale of a certain portion of the plant

[12 Novemsur, 1907.]

Mines generally. 691
and the liquidation of the liabilities, but
with a promise that the lease would be
protected to the shareholders. However,
the property was sold, and just sufficient
was realised to pay off the liability fo
one of the banking institutions; and then
newcomers came in, and on the second
sale of portion of the machinery realised
not only sufficient to return what they had
paid for the mine, but sufficient to pro-
vide a profit of £250; for they aequnired
the mine itself and sufficient machinery
to equip it in a more modest manner. All
sorts of rummours had been going about
that some of the old ecompany were the
back of the deal; but it was difficult to
get at the root of the matter, becaunse
the miine was still in the name of the
solieitor who had fixed np the deed.
This would not induee the shareholders
of that mine to invest again in Western
Australian mines. Any member in this
Chawmber could quote a dozen instances
where similar methods had heen resorted
to in mining manipulation. There was
another instance in connection with the
Golden Links. A liquidator was ap-
pointed and, without the sharehclders
getting a dividend, a new company was
formed of 350,000 shares, with a working
eapital of £11,000. The Lake View Con-
sols Company seecured four-sevenths of
the shares, and at the meeting of the
Lake View Consols Company the chair-
man ecomplimented the shareholders in re-
gard to the deal, pointing out that there
was a block of ore in the Golden Links
which ought to be quite sufficient for
something like £20,000 profit, and that
below there was a 15-feet lode which they
had started to develop, with the hope that
the mine would-turn into a real mine.
The words the chairman used were:
“We do not sufficiently often have an
opportunity of getting something for
nothing, but T do not see how they counld
have done much better unless they were
prepared to sell the lease right out, which
they did not wish to do.” One could not
see how they could do much worse. The
Lake View Consols had an option on the
remaining three-sevenths of the shares,
the Lake View managers were managers
of the Golden Links mine, and a gentle-
man had joined the bhoard to represent
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the interests of the Lake View Consols
shareholders. That was made known to
the shareholders of the old Golden Links
Company on the 17th October, but there
was no information given i{o the share-
holders of the company in Australia in
regard to the deal; probably the arrival
of the mining journals from the old coun-
try would be the first intimation the Ans-
tralian shareholders would receive of the
faet that another eompany had their pro-
perty. This was another instance where
the methods resorted to in mining flota-
tion and carried on by so-called mining
magnates had made mining investment
stink in the nostrils of investors. Unless
something was done in the direction of
enforeing the mining laws passed last
session there would be no hope of en-
couraging the investment of eapital in
the mining propositions of the State.
The Lake View Company had not enly
avoided the payment of stamp duty, but
the probability was that they devoted a
portion of their profits to the payment
for the shares in the new company, and
thus avoided the payment of dividend
duty to the State. It was to be hoped
the Minister would look inte the matter
to see if it was not possible to do some-
thing with gentry of this sort; at least
the Minister conld protect the interests of
Australian shareholders,

The Minister : That was almost en-
tirely a matter for the Companies Aeci.

Mr. BATH: The Minister had a far
more intimate knowledge of the industry,
and would have to give the lead to other
Ministers, even if the Attorney General
had to introduce the legislation later on.

The Minister: Drastic alteration to the
Companies Aet was necessary,

My, BATH: There was a loss of £600
shown on working the Siberia battery,
and he would like to know how much of
that was aecounted for by the defalea-
tions of the battery manager.

The Minister: It was assumed that the
loss by this means was about £200.

Mr. BATH: The manager was pre-
sumably not in the serviece now.

The Minister: No; he was prosecuted,
but a eonvietion was not obtained.

Mr. BATH: The manager got off very
lightly, and the fact that such a thing
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could oceur was not likely to inspire con-
fidence in the minds of the leaseholders
and prospectors as to the running of the
batteries. He was pleased, bowever, to
see that in other centres, so far as the
henesty of battery managers was con-
cerned, the inspectors seemed to have
every faith in them. If there was a
difference of opinion it was with regard
to the management of the system.

" Mr. STUART: In relation to public
hatteries, the member for Mount Margaret
{Mr, Taylor) had mentioned one point
with regard to Messrs, Kelly and Penny.
One had not time yet to bring that matter
before the department, as be had been out
of town and had only just received a
comunication with regard to it.  The
“ Gambier Lass” party had in the past
few years crushed at the Pig Well State
battery about 3,000 tons, averaging about
one ounce to the ton. At the last clean-
up at the end of October they had reason
to believe that some of the amalgam was
going astray. They cleared out the ele-
vator pit, and it was found that there
had been an oversight somewhere. After
the oecurrence in question, they received
the following letter from the manager:—

“ No more crushing will be done for
you unless you immediately retwn 7.65
ounces of gold, or its value, eontained
in the amalgam taken from the elevator
pit.”’

He was in the loeality at the time and
was told all sbout it, and it was men-
tioned to him that there was likely to be
trouble.  This was previously to the
receipt of the letter he had just read.
On November 5th, after he returned to
Perth hé received the following letter
from the firm:—

“In Qctober of this year we com-
pleted a erushing of 336 tons at the
Pig Well State battery and, in the
process of eleaning up, we included the
cleaning out of the elevator sump, not
the usual custom eertainly, but we did
so for the folowing reasons:—(1.) In
all previous ecrushings our residues
samples had been taken from the drop
of the amalgamating tables and on
this oceasion it was bored from the
settling vats. (2.) We had good reason
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to believe that, eithcr through inatten-
tion or incompetence on the part of the
manager {(Mr. Morris), part of our
gold was being washed away. (3.) No
provision is made, nor any allowance
given to compensate us for the gold
whieh is, or may be, arrested in tran-
sit from the tables to the settling vats,
namely, in the elevator sump. We may
mention that the manager objected
strongly to our cleaning out the sump,
and we received the enciosed notifica-
tien from him, After having hriefly
stated the facts to yon, we wish to ob-
jeet strongly to such a tyrannical pro-
ceeding, It is a serious matter for us
and also for the welfare of the district,
and the action of the authorities, who-
ever they are, eannot be too strongly
condemmned. We consider that our
liberties have been interfered with by
the authorities by not availing them-
selves of the civil rights whieh the law
offers to all British subjects, as delay
in crushing our ore means considerable
expense to us. We would urge you to
find out if it is in the power of the
aunthorities to refuse to c¢rush our ore,
and if the Minister for Mines approves
of this action.”
Two of those men had been known to
bim personally for 12 years. He was
quite willing to helieve there had been
an oversight in cleaning up the battery.
The local paper referred to the matter in
even stronger terms, for it said —
“Messrs. Kelly and Penny are either
guilty of theft or they were innoecent
mn taking that which they considered
their vight. [f they have laid them-
selves open to action at law, either
¢riminal  or eivil, the Government
should not hesitate to take the neces-
sary steps to infliet punishment.”
The paper also eriticised the action as
tyrannical and high-handed; but he would
not be prepared to endorse those terms,
for he did not know enough about the
question.

The Minister for Mines: The depart-
ment conld not allow prospectors to go
to the hattery and take charge of the
plant.

Mr. STUART : If they had been crush-
ing that amount of ore and the elevator
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had not heen ecleaned ont, that amount
of amalgam had no right to be there.
It was a very promising locality, but was
likely to be seriously retarded if the
question were left in its present state.
He would have brought the matter under
the notice of the Minister enrlier, but he
had been owt of town and had only just
returned. He would not have mentioned

. it that night but the member for Mt. Mar-

garet had referred to it. Twelve months
ago when the Phillips River Railway Bill
was under discussion he had opposed the
measure, and he felt no satisfaction at
the present time in kunowing that that
opposition was justified. The loeal news-
papet had been hooming the field rather
more perhaps than had been justified,
but even they now found they could only
issue once a week instead of twice. As
soon as all the accounts were got to-
gether they intended to elose down. That
was -the only one of the 1906 railway
proposals of the Government which he
had opposed. He desired to draw atten-
tion to the faet that facilities for pros-
peetors and leaseholders out-back were
not as they should he or what had been
promised to them. The warden’s court
and the mining registrar's office for his
distriet should be in Leonora township
instead of at Mt. Maleolm. Recently two
very big mining cases were brought up,
and it was decided that they should be
heard at the registrar's office at Mt. Mal-
ecolm. After the cases had been started,
however, the warden transferred the hear-
ing to Leonora. The position was that
in the first dispute, which was as to a
partnership account in the King of the
Hills battery, the litigants and their wit-
nessaes had to come in to Leonora, a dis-
tance of 15 miles, and then go to Mal-
eolm. After they got to the latter place,
however, the warden transferred the case
to Leonora, so as to prevent their having
to go to Malecolm each day. The other
case was that of Rowe versus the Sons
of Gwalia, and a similar alteration for
the hearing of the case was made in that
action. If the Minister was sincere in
his desire to develop the industry, ob-
stacles such as that should not be placed
in the way of the people. The altera-
tion would only cost about £1,000, and
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he believed that the Publie Service Com-
missioner had recommended that it should
be effected. The amalgamation of the
two offices would mean a considerable
saving of money. The bulk of the
population of the distriect was at Leo-
nora, and there was very little mining
work now being done at Maleolm. Then
there was a question of the regulations
as they effected tributing. He under-
stood that in future one of the regula-
tions wounld be that tribulers by working
on a property would not be fulfilling the
labour conditions. In the last monthly
report of the Chamber of Mines it was
stated :—

“AMr. Birkbeck drew the attention of
the meeting to the proposals of the
Minister for Mines to amend the re-
gulations under the Mining Aect, in-
elnding a change in regard {o the con-
ditions of tributing, the Minister
having expressed his intention of in-
serting a regulation under which tribu-
ters working on a lease would not be
regarded as fulfilling the labour con-
ditions. Mr. Birkbeck pointed out
that unless there were some elasticity
about the proposed new regulafions,
they would operate very harshly in
respect of many eompanies, partien-
larly in the back evuntry, who had ex-
haunsted their funds after spending
thousands of pounds on their leases
without profitable results. The ¢hair-
man (Mr. R. Hamilton) stated that
the Minister would be” asked to submit
a draft of the proposed regulations
to the chamber before the same. were
put into effect, and attention wounld be
given to the points mentioned by Mr.
Birkbeck.”

He hoped the desire of the Chamber of
Mines for greater elasticily would not
he complied with. From one end of the
country to another there were complaints
about tributers being reckoned as ful-
filling the labour conditions simply be-
cause they were working on the proper-
ties,. The extortionate freights charged
on mining materal, especially in the far-
back portions of the State, should be
considerably  decreased. There were
many complaints throughout the country
as to the high rates which in some in-
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stances were militating against the
suecessful carrying on of the industry.
He brought up again the railway facili-
ties for that northern end of the field.
Some of the shows out-back were making
four dwts. pay; and when that was the
case they “were entitled to every en-
couragement. Anyone who had a know-
ledge of the subjeet must know that they
had to cut things fine to make such a
return pay. If the line were construe-
ted from Leonora going North, it wonld
he o payable proposition. He was
pleased to see during the past week that
a flying survey party had been out, but
that did not carry anything substantial in
the way of a promise for the railway
heing construeted at a later date. When
the time came the people there would be
able to put forward a strong case for the
construction of the line, or the appoint-
ment of a Commission to inquire into
its econstrmetion. As to the assistance
given to parties to aid in developing the
eountry, he had no complaint to make.
People in his electorate had been as well
treated as in other parts, but he would
like to see the distribution a little more
general. In the Never Never in the Yil-
garn district one mine got £1,000; and
eonsidering the glowing reports which
had come from there since, a less sum
would have been sufficient, and then
money would have been available for
other places. If the Never Never was
as remunerative as vepresented, part of
the thousand should now be paid back,
the Minister would then be at liberty te
make advances in other divections. He
had heard many complaints in referenge
to the Government granting aid to the
northern end of the Kalgoorlie field. The
Kalgoortie Leaseholders and Prospectors
Association were putting forward a good
ease for assistance by an up-to-date
plant to develop the nortbern end of the
Kalgoorlie fleld. This should receive the
attention of the townspeople there and
be a sobjeet of serious consideration at
the hands of mining anthorities. A large
area of conntry was to be found there but
the batteries were not suitable for the
treatment of the ore, and none of the com-
panies were in a pesition to place an up-

to-date plant in the locality. The Pro-
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spectors and Leaseholders Association of
Kalgoorlie had been industrious in col-
leeting statistics and figures showing the
amount of ore available should the
plant be fortheoming. The people had
an idea that if the ore were treated with
an up-to-date plant the Government
would be in a position to put it theve.
That part of the field was worth a trial.
The matter brought forward by the mem-
ber for Coolgardie in reference to the
cheap waler supplies for the struggling
parties should be taken into consideration.
With the water going to waste running
over the weir people should net be re-
fused cheap water. The member for
Coolgardie struck a sensible suggestion
when he said that it weuld be & wise
think to grant assistance in the shape of
a reduction in the price of water. [The
Minister: All depended on the result of
the inquiry.] If an inquiry were made
and the result did not justify a redue-
tion, the Minister could refuse. It was
a mistake that so much exemption was
granted. The Great Tower Company in
his electorate had got another six months
exemption, and they intended to work
the mine with tributers, and if the Cham-
ber of Mines got their way that mine
would be regarded as having the condi-
tions fulfiled. He did not know whether
the Minister made any reference to the
inauguration of a worn ount mminers fund,
but the time had arrived when that fund
shonld be initiated by a vote from the
Mines Department as a nueleus and sup-
ported by contributions from the miners,
as was done in New South Wales. The
time was ripe for the initiation of this
fund., As the mines gol deeper and the
conditions of labour more trying the best
men found themselves in a few years be-
coming affected by miner’s complaint. Tt
was only a matfer of common humanity
to institute this fund; it was depressing
at times to meet men who ounght to be in
the prime of their life looking for a
ticket to get into the Old Men’s Home.
He had a suggestion to make, which might
bhe thought visichary, but be suggested
that the mines should only work iwo
shifts, thus allowing the atmosphere in
the mines to clear. If one shift were de-

leted the atmosphere might become nor-
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mal. He believed he was the first to
make the suggestion and he hoped it
would not he far distant when it would be
adopted. He was sure good resulis
would follow. With regard to the Roe-
bourne eclose-down, the Government should
have arranged for some better facilities
to get the ore from these mines. This
had a very bad effect when we were try-
ing to boom Western Australia. He got
& wire from the distriet saying the mines
had been closed down, that the men were
suing the companies for their wages and
warning people not to go there. One
little instance like that drove more people
away from Western Australia than all
that the newspapers did to bring them
here. The Government might have gran-
ted facilities to ship the ores away in
order to allow the mines to get on the
market while the priee was good. He
had arrived at the econclusion that the
wells in mining areas were administered
and supervised in a haphazard fashion.
At Linden a well was put down, a pump
was put in, and after the men had erecied
a windmill they found they could only
get 40 gallons a day; a test should have
been made of the well previously. People
were allowed to take water from the wells,
and hawk it round for sale, and when
thase persous for whow the wells were
sunk came along there was no water for
themr. Some provision should be made
to see that the water in the wells was not
catted away for sale, but that it was for
the people whe travelled. When these
people came along and found no water
they were inclined to have an idea that a
injustice was perpetrated on them. Wiih
regard to the shilling levy, which was
legally or illegally deducted from the pay
of the miners in the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder mines every fortnight, he main-
tained this was an illezal deduction. From
every single man 2s. was dedueted from
the fortnight’'s pay, and from every
married man 3s. This was a large item
in the total, amounting tv anything be-
tween £7,500 and perhaps £10,000. It
was not to the credit of the mining in-
dustry that the men should be bled to
that extent without getting more return
than they did. If the money was taken
from the men they should have some con-
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trol of it and know where it went. MMen
might work for years, baving paid into
the fund all the time, and on leaving the
distriet they had no elaim on the fund.
It would be better for men to pay into
a friendiy soetety with branches in other
parts of the State, when they would have
an opportunity of being transferred. In
his electorate the miners had a fund
which was administered by themselves,
they employed their own doctor, they had
a large membership and their own hospi-
tal. As a sample of the manner in which
the departmeunt encouraged men to be
self-supporting, when the men desired to
have their medieal fund eonverted into a
hospital they could not have it done, be-
cause the (‘hief Medieal Officer refused
hit did not inguire into the cireumstances.
He wunld not allow them to have a hos:
pital, although they wanted to yun it in-
dependently of the Government. The
(tovernment hospital was still under the
expense of supporting cases which were
sent in, Another institution under the
guidance of the Minister was the State
hotel. He hoped some reference had been
made to it, or that the Minister had some
idea of doing a little more justice to the
men who produced the revenue for the
institution.  According to the different
aceounts this institution was estimated to
produee a rvevenue of over £11,000. On
behalf of men, who by patronising the
place tended to make the profit, it was
time a liftle more was given back to thewm.
They were compelled to patronise it, and
they did not get as much in return as if
the hotel was run by a private individual.
True the management was hampered by
restricted accommodation; but the lotel
should be a model to all other licensed
houses, whereas it was simply a drinking
resort, with none of the comforts of a
high-class establishment. The manager
did good work under serious disadvanta~
ges, but the accommeodation and the treat-
ment of employees should be improved.
As to tributing, some Kalgoorlie mines
charged tributers from 20 to 60 per cent.,
according to the value of the gold won.
Within the last few months eertain men
left the State rather than put up with
such conditions. Some had gone to the
Congo territory in search of work, think-
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ing they could get better treatment. With
a little encouragement by way of battery
subsidies and reduction in freights, the
Leonora district would have no reason to
complain, except in respect of the iterns
mentioned.

Mr, HEITMANNX: The Minister had
delivered 2 very optimistie speech, and
other speakers seemed to follow him. He
{Mr, Heitmann), though he believed the
outlook was very good, was not eoncerned
wlether the industry would go forward
or go back. He would willingly, if it
were possilile, remove every miner from
the goldfields of Western Australia, place
him in some other industry, preferably
farming, and shut up the mines at opce.
Members spoke of the millions of money
obtained from the mines and the thou-
sands of men employed; but many of the
men would be thankful te anyone who
would remove them from a position in
which the outleok to them was gloomy.
The majority of hon. members viewed the
industry from the standpoint of the pro-
spectors and others in shallow work-
ings. As one who had worked for several
years in deep mines he had doubts about
the beneficial vesults of the industry to
the miner. In some of our deep mines
men worked under conditions which would
wear them out in a comparatively brief
period. Every year the departmental re-
port gave a list of fatal and other serious
accidents; yet we treated such accidents
as unavoidable, Last year we had 40
fatal accidents. Consider what this
meant, net only from a humane but from
an econumie standpoint, Perhaps half of
the 40 killed were married, and lefi 20
widows and possibly many children. The
task of subscribing for the support of
these dependants fell upon the miners in
the district. One little union at Cue
started last year with £700 to the eredit
of aceident pay and death allowances ae-
count, and of this they spent the whole
sam between last Christmas and June,
and had to find other means of raising
nmoney for aceident purposes. It was un-
fair that unions should have to contribute
so mueh for thiz objeet. To improve the
condition of the workers we should have
batter inspectors and better mine-mana-
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gers. Follow the example of New Zea-
land, and let managers be certificated.
A few months ago this was recommended
to the Minister by the State Mining En-
gineer, but without result. This State
was now spending less than any other
State in Australia on the Inspection of
Mines braneh, though in view of the
nature of the country we should spend
more to preserve the lives and the health
of our miners, The proportion of such
expenditure to the total expenditure was
not moch over two per cent., while other
States spent from five per cent, te 10 and
12 per cent. In 1906 40 men were killed
and about 270 seriously injured. True,
aceidents would happen in mines. Miners
themselves became careless, and should
be protected against themselves by being
brought before the court if they broke the
regulations. Every means should be tried
of preventing the slanghter, sometimes
even murder, of the men. About twelve
months ago an aceident happened in the
East Fingal mine. A man was firing
a round of six or seven holes. Before
he eonld get out of the way 4 fuse ran,
and he was sericusly injured. By pure
Inck he had lit this defective fuse first,
and before he could get his candle to the
other primers the explosion took place.
Later on, in a fatal case of the same kind,
it was found that the inspector of mines
at Cue had instrneted the manager that
not more than three.or four holes were to
be fired in one round; yet in the ease of a
man named Wilson, blown to pieces in
the same mine owing to faulty fuse, no
notice was taken of the instruections. Qur
inspectors were insuffieient in number, and
had too mueh work to do.” In this matter
we should not study expense, but should
give the miner fair working conditions.
We provided in our factories law for a
gertain quantity of air for employees,
but we had nothing of that in the mining
law. If the mining industry could not
afford to give the workers those condi-
tions which would enable them to live out
a fair span of life, it was not being
carried on under fair conditions. Instrue
tions should be given to those gathering
vital statistics to ascertain the causes of
deaths among the miners. The number

of deaths from tuberculosis among the
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Bendigo miners was astounding, and-.in
this State we would probably find an
enormous percentage of miners dying
from the same cause. With {he rushing
and tearing system now followed out on
our mines we would have eonditions ten
times worse than they were in the Eastern
States. We burned ten packets of dyna-
mite here to cne burned in the mines of
the KEastern States. As long as the
Minister refused to appoint a sufficient
number of inspectors and to treat the
miners from the standpoint of humanity,
as long as he refused to lay aside a fair
sum of money to see that the mines were
properly inspected, he (Mr. Heitmann)
would bring this matter before the
country. [The Dinister: There was an
extra inspector provided for this year.]
It was not near enough. FEach State of
the Commonwealth spent more than we
spent in mining inspeetion. No member
would objeet to half a dozen additional.
inspeectors heing appointed if necessary.
When an inspector took three months to
traverse his distriet, the mines eould not
be properly inspeeted. At all events if
we did not spend money in appointing
Government inspectors we should have
check inspectors. The mines inspectors
were not receiving too much Pay, but the
Public Service Commissioner proposed to
cut down some of the salaries.

Mr. Scaddan : The salaries paid were
not sufficient to make the inspectors in-
dependent.

The Minister would fight the Commis-
sioner on that point,

Mr. HEITMANN: The Cue wood-line
proposal had been on the boards for two
vears. A start was now to be made, but
there were objections to letting the econ-
tract to any particular individual to
supply the mines. The contractor could
not get more work out of men than one
who took on the work at day labour, The
contractor had either to get an unfair
amount of work for the money paid, or
must sweat the men by getting plenty of
work out of them and paying them a
smaller wage. The woodeutters in the
Cue distriet had been notified by Mr.
Baxter, the contractor, that he intended
to reduee rates from 5s. 3d. and 3s. 9d.
to 4s. Gd. per ton. No man could make



693 Estimates :
a fair thing at that price, and rather than
that men should work there for a sweat-
ing wagé the whole of the mines on the
Murchison wounld be stopped. It wonld
be found that the unions on the Mur-
chison were sufficiently strong., If Mr.
Baxter tried the game on he would find
the unions prepared. As to the classifi-
eation of inspectors of mines, he (M.
Heitmaun) did not wish to speak at the
present time, but he hoped the number
of inspectors wonld be inereased.

Me. SCADDAN moved (at 11.55 p.m.)
That progress be reported,

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—
:\}’ES .. .. .. 10
Noes .. .. .. 19

Majority against .. 9

Aves. Noes,
Mr, Angwin l Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bath Mr. Brebher
Mr. Heitmapn Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Hornn Mr. Draper
My, Scaddan Mr. Eddy
Mr. Stuart Mr. Ewing
Mr. Underwood Mr. Gordon
Mr, Walker r Mr. Grefory
Mr. Ware My, Gul
Mr. Troy (Teller). ! Mr. Heyward
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
¥ Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr, Price
Me. Smith
Mr. Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Laymauo (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
[12 o'clock midnight.]

Mr. WALKER: On frequent occasions
he had complained to the Minister con-
cerning the management of the wood-line
railway contraets in his and other con-
stituencies.  Coneessions being granted,
the persons obtaining them and eon-
dueting the firewood and timber enter-
prises were at first ready to promise all
soris of conveniences to people in the
locality of the line; bLut after a short
while their eonduet changed eonsiderably,
and they acted in such a way as to over-
ride all the regulations and rules of the
department, and in faet practically defied
the Government. When starting their
career, they said they would carry the
miners' provisions and assist in every way
to serve the people as a common ecarrier
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wounld; hut no sooner were they in full
swing than they secured all kinds of ex-
franeous monopolies. He had one in his
mind where a company, after cbeying for
a time the econditions, started stores on
theiv own account. Tradespecple had
heen supplyving the settlers, miners and
wood-cutters of the distriet with goods,
but the company refused to carry snpplies
for the storekeepers, created a complete
inronopoly and the tradespeople were prae-
tically “done” out of their debts. That
was outrageous, bul it would seem to have
been favoured by the Mines Department,
Such a state of things would seem to
bear out the statement that the depart-
ment always favoured the company
against the prospeetor, the miner, and the
wood-cutter. How was it that in order
to still farther play into the hands of the
companies the concessions granted to
wood-cutting companies were now man-
aged from the Mines Department, instead
of from the Lands Department as for-
merly ?

The Minister for Mines: The Lands
Department were always advised by the
Mines Department.

Mr. WALKER: The concessions were
managed by the Mines Department. Some
titne ago a complaint was reeeived from
his constitueney that some of these com-
panies had gone beyond the houndaries
of their eoncessions and Lad entered into
the forest and mining reserves. He went
to the Lands Department to find out if a
check could not be pot on what appeared
to be an unjustifiable encroachment, and
he was informed that that braneh of work
had now been placed in the hands, and
under the direction, of the Minister for
Mines. Without any authority from this
House, or any other souree, the manage-
ment of the work had been changed from
the Lands to the Mines Department.
One of these companies which was build-
ing a traniline and extending operations
farther into new country asked the Mines
Department for a slice of a certain re-
serve, and the Minister marked this matter
as nrgent and sent it on. A eertain
roads hoard and town eouneil having as-
certained by accident that the company
was poaching wrote to the Lands De-
partment for information.  They re-
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-eeived a very misleading answer, for they
were led to helieve that there was no
truth in the rumour. They then asked
whether anything had been done, and
protested against any fartler econces-
sions being granted. The request of the
company was granted and the local
bodies knew nothing about it. In con-
nection with that and other applieations
the North-East Coolgardie roads board
and other bodies were treated most dis-
-eourteonsly by not being placed in pos-
session of the true facts. It was almost
useless for local Dboards to protest, for
in  almost every instance coneessions
asked for by companies were granted
and the local bodies overlooked. He ob-
Jected to the Minister being given power
to grant those concessions and to over-
look so repeatedly the breaking of agree-
ments.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister
had not that power, and the hon. mem-
ber had been wrongly informed.

Mr. WALKER: With the object of
getting the wrongs redressed, he went to
the Lands Department for information
.and was informed that the whole matter
had been placed in the hands of the Min-
ister for Mines, who was responsible for
what had been done.  Apparently the
Lands Department had given up its right
to deal with such matters. He was told
the change had been made for conveni-
ence, as such matters concerned the
Mines more or less. The concessions
were ratified in the Mines Department,
and in one case at Kanowna the Mini-
ster wrote “urgent” on the appli-
cation for the concession, and saw
jt was passed by the Executive Couneil.
He was not imagining these things. He
was objecting to these concessions not
«only being granted indiseriminately, but
-when once granted every obstacle was
placed in the way of any complaint or
any vequest for the terms of the cou-
-eession being made known, while facili-
ties were granted to companies. This
had become a grievance in his constitu-
-ency, and he desired as forcibly as he
could to object to this course of pro-
-cedure being continued. He hoped there
would be some alteration, if need be an

Act of Parliament. Power ought to be
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exercised in the interests of the people
as against the monopolists and tyran-
nieal power exercised by the concession-
aires. He trusted the Minister would
carry out the programme promised to-
night in lightening the burden of the
prospector and small miner. He should
lessen the cost of all of those developing
new areas, and in extending the mining
operations of the State. The DMinister
had done a considerable amount in ex-
tending the water supplies to outlying
distriets; he had considerably henefited
the miners, both large and small in this
respeet, vet there would be a econsiderable
advantage in lessening the charges to
struggling miners in struggling districts.
He admitted great good had been done
by the enterprise of the Mines Depart-
ment in this direction, but improvement
could be made in every direction. The
Minister had given hope of the improve-
ment being realised. He hoped when the
Minister Lad time he would turn his at-
tention a little bit towards the promises
we had made, of finding a few additional
accessories to the development of mining
in the Kanowna district. He hoped
funds would admit of it Being done and
that the Minister would give every op-
portunity, and have the privileges which
had Dbeen extended to Black Range, in
the way of timber concessions, extended
to Paddington and Broad Arrow.

Mr. ANGWIN: Not being a represen-
iative of the mining industyy he did not
intend to deal with the mining Estimates,
but to express his pleasure at hearing the
remark made by those representing min-
ing eonstitueneies, It had been very
refreshing to hear the different opinions
expressed by members. One member
would condenm the Minister for neglect-
ing outback distriets, and another mem-
ber praised the Minister for the good
done in leoking after the interests of the
people in the outback country. Mem-
bers were placed in a very difficult posi-
tion to understand in what manner the
Minister had carrvied ont his duties. The
member for Yilgarn spoke very highly
of the manner in which the Mines De-
partment had been administered, and
finished up by saying how well those
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engaged in mining in his distriet had
been assisted. We had heard the mem-
ber for Kanowna, and he agreed with
that mewber after having visited the dis-
trict, make out a good claim for a timber
concession.  When the department was
considering the handing over of that
small area to supply Kalgoorlie with
firewood the town of Kanowmna should
have been considered. Then members
heard the landatory remarks of the mem-
ber in regard to the administration of the
Mines Department, and almost every
member who had spoken dealt with the
necessity of making a reduction in the
charges for goods supplied or work done
by the Mines Department. The member
for Coolgardie said the charge for water
was too high. He forgot that if he
wished this reduetion to be carried into
effect and the water supplied to the
small miners at a less cost the mines
also would want a reduction m the cost
of the water supplied to them. It was
quite right to ask that the charges should
be reduced, but if the Government sup-
plied water to the small miners at a
special rate others also would c¢laim for
a similar advantage. The member also
said the survey fees were too high and
should bhe reduced ; this was another
tneans of taking revenuwe from the Mines
Department.  Then the member sng-
gested a tax on tributers in regard to
their agreements. If these reductions
were made a certain amount of revenue
would be taken from the Mines Depart-
nient. Then the State battery charges
were considered high snd should be re-
duced particularly in dealing with low-
erade stone. There was a certain loss
this year in regard to bhatteries. He
would like to know whether any sinking
fund was being established or any money
being set apart for depreciation. From
the last loan £300,000 was spent on mines
development, but no amount had been set
aside for a sinking fund or for deprecia-
tion, and it would be necessary for Par-
liament to borrow another sum to keep
batteries up to their proper state. Mem-
bers said that nothing had been done to
assist the mining induostry of the State,
but from Loan Fund £1,200,000 had been

spent in developing the mines of the
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State. The present and past Govern-
ments had realised the necessity for as-
sisting those engaged in the mining
industry. - While the member for Cool-
gardie pointed out the necessity for
reducing the varions charges he also
stated that the prospector should receive
more encouragement.  What elass of
prospector did the member refer to ¢ If
it was the elass to be found round about
Coolgardie, and who were always close
at hand if the Government had anything
with which they could be helped, then not
mueh good would be domne; it was the
prospector who went far back whe
should be assisted. The Government had
been aceused of unfair treatment in re-
gard to keeping the slimes and sands at
the batteries, whieh, it was stated, had
heen going on for years. Seeing that
the batteries had been such a loss to the
State for years and that the charges were
now £oo high, and that the Government
had been robbing the miners of their
sands and slimes, something in the future
would bave to be done to enable the
Government to caxry the batteries on at
a less loss to the State than in the past.
The member for Murchison was not
satisfied because the State did not serve
the small holders in the same manner as
large companies. The Siate had pot
built railways through the fields hefore
the mines were developed, bui had
waited to see whether developments
woanld justify railways. The member for
Mount Margaret (Mv. Taylor) had to go
from home to find cause for complaint
against the Minister, and discovered an
instance of departmental neglect in Roe-
bourne, where, owing to lack of proper
shipping facilities, large quantities of
copper could not be got away while high
prices ruled. The member for Yilgarn
{Mr. Horan) suggested lending money
from the Savings Bank to those engaged
in mining. Rather thar do that the
Mines Department shonld take the mines
and work them; for if money were lent
and a mine turned out badly the Govern-
ment wounld have to make the best of the
machinery; whereas, if the mines turned
out profitable, the borrower would take
the profits, and if the State foreclosed the
cost of removing old machinery might
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-exceed the value of new. All mining
menmbers complained of the seanty 'pro-
-vision on these Estimates; yet for some
timme the ery had been that the Govern-
ment were short of funds. As a coastal
member he (Mr. Angwin) would do
everything possible te assist miners by
testing new ground in the attempt to
open up another Golden Mile. He
trusted the Minister wounld not be led
away by the compliments or the fiattery
sddressed to him to-night, but would
watch the hest interests of the State as
a whole.

Ay, Scaddan called attention to the
state of the House. [1240 am.]

Bells rung and quorum formed.
fHon. T. F. Quinlen took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES (in
reply generally) : There was no netd to
reply to all the complaints made to-
nighit; but he must refer to the timber
tramways, the control of which was
vested in the Minister for Lands. As
the Mines Department were more in
toueh with the requirements of gold-
fields people, all matters in connection
with these applieations had to be for-
warded to the Mines Department for
approval, hefore being finally dealt with
by the Lands. In addition, a board on
the goldfields aad to report on each ap-
plieation, and thus the department eould
get the full strength of every request
made. Though he did not know the
special ecircumstanees of the case re-
ferred to by the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker), it was evident that as a
rule the test gave general satisfaction.
"The members for Mount Margaret {Mr.
Taylor) and Leonora (Mr. Stuart) had
referred to a dispute between the man-
-azer of the public hattery at Pig Well
-and several leaseholders. Details of the
case were not available; but it should be
generally understood that the wanager
of a battery was the man in authority.
That authority could not be handed over
to a customer who came there with stone
to erush. If the manager forbade a
cratomer to do certain things, the ecus-
tomar had no right to do them. One did
not ‘hear that this bad oecurred in the
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present case ; hut before he could reply
he would have to inquire, The state-
ments made to-night inclined him to
belicve that the customers had taken con-
trol of the battery, whereupon certain
instruetions were issned by the manager.
If the customers had done eertain things
without the manager’s anthority, the
manager would be upheld. In reference
to cheap water supplies and reduced
eliarges, those matters depended on the
individual ecases put before the depart-
went. There might be instances where
it would pay the department to pay out
of the development vote a proportion
for the cost of the water supply, and
this had been done in the Southern Cross
distriet; but where two men who were
tributers in a mine in the Coolgardie dis-
trict, because they had an opportunity
of getting cheap water from Mr. Graham
Price, expected the Goldfields Water
Scheme to make a special rebate to them
and that the Mines Department would
make good any loss to the scheme out of
the . mines development vote simply to
give these two tributers cheap water and
have no benefit acerning to the industry
other than giving to these two men a
good mining venture, it was hardly a

grant that he (the Minister) thought
could be justified. The Leader of the
Opposition referred to matters which

pertained more to the Companies Act
than mining administration, but eer-
tainly an alteration to the Companies
Act seemed necessary. There should be
an alteration with regard to limited Habi-
lity ecompanies. The Aect could well be
amended Tor the protection of the publie.
In vur mining legislation we were pro-
posing to insist on c¢ertain information
being given to the public. This would
be to the advantage of the investors.
Another proposal that would be appre-
ciated by the Opposition was in regard
to the amalgamation of leases, and the
possibility of placing leases which
formed portion of an amalgamated group
under the controt of the Minister so far
as the expenditure of money or lahour
on them was concerned. When it was
found that large areas were held and not
worked, power wonld bhe given to the
Minister to compel the expenditare of
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certain moneys on the unworked, though
amalgamated, leases should a respoasible
officer of the department consider that
the money eould be profitably expended.
He {the Minister) was pleased at the
eriticism directed against the department.
1t was only by lhealthy eriticism one
could improve the work of the depart-
wment. By the public battery system and
by expenditure of money in counection
with water supply, he desired to improve
the department. When we reached the
special votes he would be plessed to give
any information.

Mr. SCADDAN moved {at 1250 a.m.)
that progress be reported.

Mr. Gordon: Was not the hon. member
ouf of order? He had moved the same
motion at 12.40. :

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. T. F. Quin-
lan): The hon. member could not move,
twice in succession, to have progress re-
ported.

Mr. Scaddan: At the time mentioned,
attention was called to the state of the
House.

Motion not pressed.

Genergl debate concluded; Voles and
Ttems discussed in detail, from 1250 on-
ward.

Salaries Generally, £31,830:

Item—SBecretary for Mines and In-
spector of Mining Surveys, £650:

Mr. HORAN : On one oceasion the
Chief Clerk had given him information
directly opposite to what the Secretary
for Mines gave a moment later.

The MINISTER: Much latitude was
given to and responsibility thrown on
the Chief Clerk. Any important matter
should certainly have heen referred to
the Secretary, but great confidence was
reposed in Mr. Calanchini, the Chief
Glerk, who rarely made an error.

Tiem— Bookkeeper, £258 :

Mr. SCADDAN: Why was there an
inerease in this itemn ?

The MINISTER: Arrangements were
made by the Treasurer to carry out as
far as possible the recommendations of
the Public Serviee Commissioner in re-
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gard to classifieation. There were slight
reductions and inereases, but none be-
yond those the Commissioner recom-
mended.

Ttem—Wardens (9), £5,812:

Mr. TROY : With reference to the
salaries paid to wardens the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner had made recommen-
dations that weve wnot fair to those
gentlemen. Would the Minister accept
the classifieation ?

The MINISTER: The Commissioner’s
recominendations for a reduetion in the
number of wardens were fully concmrred
in. We could do with less wardens.

Mr. Horgn: Was it proposed to abolish
the Dundas warden 2

The MINISTER: Not unti! the rail-
way was completed. We could do with-
out the warden at Peak Hill, while one
warden could act for the North Cool-
gardie and the Mount Margaret felds,
The question of whether wardens’ salaries
shonld be reduced in accordance with the
recommendations of the Commissioner
was a matter Cabinet had yet to deal
with, along with the question of the
salaries of the inspectors of mines.

Mr. STUART : In the case of the
Mount Margaret and North Coolgardie
goldfields would the warden of the
amalgamated distriets reside at Menzies T

The MINISTER : Yes; because we
already had a residence at Menzies which
had cost £3,500 to.build. It was the
only place in the two districts. There was
no special preference for Menzies other
than if we asked a warden to reside in
some other place it would mean the
ereetion of a building or the payment of
rent while the vesidence at Menzies wonld
remain unoeeupied.

Mr. TROY : The Commissioner’s classi-
fiecation meant .for many wardens more
work and less pay. No doubt the recom-
mendations in regard to the number of
wardens was a fair one. There was not
mueh work for a wavden at Peak Hill,
and the magistrate at Buanbury could
easily earry out the work at Greenbushes.
The question of salaries should be
thoroughly considered before any redue-
tion was made. It struck one how much
better than the wardens the magistrates:
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on the coast were treated in this elassifi-
cation.

The Minister: The Mines Department
. had been treated badly right through.

(1 o’clock a.m. WWednesday.)

Mr. SCADDAN : What was known
as the “ Star of Aberdare” case needed
consideration and diseussion. An ap-
plication was made for the forfeiture
of the lease, the leaseholder being Mr.
Griffiths. In certain correspondence he
had with the Mines Department, and
with Mr. Keenan in his private capaecity,
Mr. Griffiths made serious charges against
Warden Finnerty., If members were to
make half as serious charges against any
man the Minister would be very wrathful
and would ask for a Royal Commission,
but in this ease the Minister absolutely
igmored the charges and winked at them.
At all events, he had made no comment
on the files of the department. In a
letter to Mr. Keenan, which was sent to
the Minister, Mr. Griffiths made the

following serious charges against the

warden :—

“ The complaint was lodged by a
man named Fraser on the most trivial
and flimsy grounds possible, yet Fin-
nerty t0 my extreme surprise gave the
case against me and would not even
impose a small fine in lien of for-
feiture, which he could well have done,
seeing that this lease has never been
before the court previously. Finnerty
has never forgotten the ‘Empress of
Coolgardi¢’ episode, and in conse-
quence I do not expect to receive any
justice or fair play in any matter from
him.”

That was not the only oceasion when he
made such an aceusation, for in a letter
to the Minister he stated that Warden
Tinnerty bad not given him fair play
and was personally biased against him.
On the files there was not the slightest
comment by the Minister as to the
charges. One could not understand how
the Minister would permit anybody to
write in that strain, without either ask-
ing the warden to explain the position
or sending the letier back to the writer.
The first business of the Minister should
have been to send a copy of the letter to
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the warden, and then to ask Mr. Griffiths
what reason he had for making such
charges. If the charges were correet,
Warden Finnerty had no right to have a
seat on the beneh. The Minister should
have taken the earliest opportunity of
making Mr. Griffiths prove his werds or
retract them. One was smrprised at the
action of the Minister throughout. In
the face of the recommendation by the
warden the action of the Minister in de-
ciding not to forfeit the lease, but to in-
flict a fine, was tantamount to saying that
the hearing of the case by the warden
was a waste of time. Warden Finnerty
took considerable evidence, and came to
the conclusion that he should recommend
to the Minister the farfeiture of the lease.
The Minister, however, accepted a state-
ment from Mr. Griffiths with a eovering
Jeiter. The Minister did not write to
those claiming the forfeiture and ask
them to lay their ease before him, but
decided it on the statement put hefore
himt by the defendant Griffiths.

The Minister for' Mines': That was
not correet, for the decision was arrived
at on the evidence before him.

Mr. SCADDAN : All he could do
was to comment from the position as
was revealed by the file. If there were
another file dealing with the question, he
kad no knowledge of it. The swmmary
of the registrar, which must have con-
tained the opinion of the warden, was
strongly against Mr. Griffiths. It ap-
peared from the summary that Griffiths
apparently did not spend a penny upon
the working of the lease, but held it by
tributers, and even went to the ex-
tent of making them pay the lease rvents
and any fines in connection therewith,
On two or three oceasions Mr. Griffiths
applied for an extension of the period
in which to pay the rent and fines, as the
tributers had declined to pay them, al-
though it was understood that they should
do so. He could not understand the
department allowing such a state of
things to continue.

The Minister did not think that ques-
tion was ever referred to the department.

Mr. SCADDAN : It was evident by
the agreement that certain ecorrections
had been made in it by the department.
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The Minister did unot think it had ever
cowe before him.

Mr, SCADDAN : The gnestion was
whether the Minister should have per-
mitted the ifributers not only to fulfil
the labour conditions, but also to be held
liable for the lease rents and fines. Mr.
Griffiths not only made these charges
against Warden Finnerty, but he also
seemed to have brought a number of
charges against all sorts of persons in
the private letters he wrote.

The Minister : All the leiters that
ever went to him were on the file.

Mr. SCADDAN : Did not a letter
from Mr. Glowrey go to the department 7
In the letter to the Minister, Mr. Griffiths
made other charges, for he said, # Should
you care to learn something regarding
the man Fraser above referred to, he is
apparently known to the police. Detee-
tive Kavanagh has kindly consented to
supply you with particulars if required.”
The Minister should not have overlooked
that communication, and should have in-
sisted upon’ the statements being with-
drawn before ever dealing with the
matter. The question of the forfeiture
had nothing whatever to do with the
character of Fraser. If Warden Fin-
nerty did not consider it necessary to
probe the character of Fraser, it wasun-
worthy of the Minister to accept a letter
of that kind. The Police Department
were the proper persons to report to up-
on such a matter and not the Minister for
Mines. Mr. Griffiths wrote to the Min-
ister for Mines, to Mr. Keenan, in his
private capaeity, and to Mr. Glowrey,
whom he knew was “in the running,” so
far as mining matters in the State were
concerned. It was a matter for regret
that after perusing his letter the Minister
should have given him any consideration
whatever. He shonld have stood by the
position of the warden and forfeited the
lease.

The Minister : Had he been like
others, he would have put the letter in the
waste-paper basket. As it was, he bad
put everything on the file.

Mr. SCADDAN : Either the Secre-
tary of the Department or the Minister
should have taken exeception to Mr.
Griffiths’ letter.
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Mr. BATH : The present was one of
those cases in which a very great mistake
had been made in going behind the re-
commendation of the warden. He could
understand the Minister giving considera-
tion to a man who had legitimately

worked his lease, but so far as the case:

of Griffiths was concerned not only had
he failed to show bona fides with regard
to the lease, but in every deal with which
he had been conunected. In the “ Em-
press of Coolgardie” case and his ven-
turves in the Murchison he had fajled to
show bona fides. He had taken up prop-
erties for the purpose of holding them
with a view of making something out of
them. The case was undoubtedly a clear
breach, not only of the labour conditions,
but also in conneetion with the payment
of the rent of the lease. The only pos-
sible penalty which eould be imposed was
that of forfeiture. The warden took that
view, but the question was brought be-
fore the department on an ex parte state-
ment by Mr. Griffiths, his case was ae-
cepted, and the decision of the warden
was practically reversed and a fine in-
posed in place of the forfeiture. The
reflection on the warden at Kalgoorlie

and the attempt to diseount Fraser’s case

by a reflection on his character, showed
the type of man Griffiths was. If there
was anything wrong against Fraser, and
if the police or Detective Kavanagh
knew aunything abount him, that was for
them to deal with. For all that was known
to the contrary, in this case Fraser was
a decent, honest citizen. He was acting
under the mining laws of the Siate, and
using his legitimate rights to seecure a
lease which was being shepherded by an-
other individual. The warden wasvery
strong in his remarks as to the manner
in which Griffiths had evaded the eon-
ditions,

Mr. STUART : The last had not
been heard of this case, for the lease had
been jumped again, and possibly there
would be another frial. So far as the
imputation eoncerning Fraser being
known to the police was concerned, it was
right to those who had known him tosay
that the records in the Mines Depart-
ment would prove that he had been a
genuine prespector and  leaseholder..
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“When the case was tried before Warden
Finnerty Mr. Griffiths was very angry
that the forfeiture had heen recom-
mended. The warden allowed him more
latitude than most would do, and Mr.
Griffiths was somewhat impertinent in
his ‘statement to the warden. Heeven
went so far as to suggest the amount of
the fine which he thought would meet the
ease, The endeavour made to cast as-
persions on a man who had held a lease
for him for vears, showed the kind of
man Griffiths was. So far as Warden
Finnerty was concerned he did what was
right in the present ecase, and judged
Griffiths and the jumping of the lease
strietly on their merits. The man who
applied for the forfeiture of the lease
and his partners were prepared to go on
and erect a battery. Had the decision of
the warden to forfeit the lease not been
reversed, there would have heen another
hattery working on the Golden Mile. The
fine was inflicted, with the result that
the mine was now in just about the same
state as then. As he had said, the pro-
perty bhad now been jumped again, and
he supposed that the old comedy would
once more be played. It was not right
that a decision such as that of Warden
Finnerty’s should be reversed on the sole
testimony of one of the conflicting par-
ties. There was no doubt about itthat
2 mistake had been made. He hoped
that if the case went before Warden
Finnerty again and the forfeiture was
recommended, a fine would not be in-
flicted in its place. Had he been in the
warden’s place, he wonld have committed
Griffiths for contempt of court owingto
his actions during the proceeding. The
man wanted to take charge of the Mines
Department and very nearly sueceeded.

At all events, he had a fair amount of -

influence, or else he thought he conld bring
very convincing evidence that Warden
Finnerty was wrong. The decision of
Warden Finnperty was strietly in accor-
dance with the evidence.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.)

Mr. HORAN : But few people
thought that Warden Finnerty had been
influenced by the “ Empress of Coolgar-
die” ecase when deciding that of the
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“ Star of Aberdare.” It was about time
that a spoke was put in the wheel of
Mr. Griffiths. He appeared to have been
very suceessful in his dealings and he
had boasted outside of what he had been
able to do. In connection with the
“ Empress of Coolgardie” lease, he re-
membered that the select committee re-
commended the Crown Law Department
to proseente him for gross perjury in
supporting the petition of right whereas
he admitted that most of the statements
therein were false. The department
shonld bave taken great care hefore
moving in the “ Star of Aberdare” ease.
The whole affair seemed to suggest the
worst type of land ageney.

Mr. HEITMANN : Tt must be ad-
mitted that in the State there were
wardens who were thoroughly aequainted
with their work, and who could be trusted
at any time with any kind of mining
cases. It was a surprise to him to hear
the Minister many times declare that it
was absurd to place on the wardens a
greater responsibility than they at pre-
sent possessed.

The Minister for Mines : At the pre-
sent fime all the responsibility was
thrown on him.

Mr. HEITMANN : On the one hand
the Minister said that more responsibility
should be placed on the wardens, buton
the other hand, he said those men were
not fit to accept the responsibility.

The Minister : Rubbish !

Mr. HEITMANN : The decision in
the “ Star of Aberdare” case was re-
versed on an ex parte statement. The
Minister had acted in a most extraordin-
ary manner. After the warden had
heard the case thoroughly and had gone
into the evidence eclosely, the Minister
turned round and said the warden had
taken up a wrong position altogether.
The only. attitude the Minister could have
rightly taken up was to refer the ecase
back to the warden. As to the case at
Cue, that position was one which eould
not be susiained by the Minister or any-
one else. After the man who had lost
the lease came to Perth, the Minister re-
versed the decision of the warden. Tt
was on an ex parte statement that the
decision was upset.
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The CHAIRMAX : The member
must diseuss the item.

Mr. HEITMANYN : This diseussion

had gone on all the evening, and now an
attempt was to be made to block him.

The CHAIRMAN : The member
must accept the deeision of the Chair, or
proper action would be taken. The mem-
ber must not discuss the deeision.

Mr. HEITMANN was not diseussing
the decision, but he should be allowed the
same treatment as other members.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect on the Chair. He
should not accuse the Chairman of at-
tempting to block him.

Mr. HEITMANN was doing nothing
of the Mnd.

The CHAIRMAX : The member must
withdraw the expression that an attempt
had been made to bloek him,

Mr, HEITMANN : What he bhad
said was that he thought it was not fair
to stop him after the diseussion had gone
on for so long. He could not withdraw
a statement he had not made.

Mr. HEITMANN (continuing) : The
warden in this case gave a decision aceor-
ding to the evidence brought before him,
and no one could deny that the warden
was in a position to grasp the whole of
the evidence in connection with the case.
The position taken up by the Minister
was untenable, and was not fair to the
warden. It gave wardens no encourage-
ment and forced the prospectors and
those who had business with the court, to
lose the little ennfidence they had in it.

Mr. ANGWIN: This was a serious
matter, The warden gave a deecision, and
the gentleman affected used the argument
that he had certain influence which he
could bring to bear. That statement
should be inquired into. The genileman
openly made the remark that he had in-
fluence which he could bring to bear on
the Minister. Sonie statemeut should be
made to clear up the misapprehension
that existed; it was bad for the depart-
ment and bad for the State, if pecople did
not get fair play. People should not be
able to go about saving they could have
decisions made in their favour, and
according to all appearances everything
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had resulted in this man’s favour. A
gentleman whom a seleet eommittee pre-
viously recommended should be prose-
cuted for wrong stateents now had a
decision giten in his favour.

The CHAIRMAN: The proper time to
bring up any question affecting the
eneral administration of the departinent,
no matter whether it related to the ad-
ministration through elerks or wardens.
or other oflicers, was under the general
discussion of the departiment, and not in
dealing with individual items. On the
individual items, items alone could be
discussed. He did not know what had
taken place when he was not in the
Chair, but the rnle he had given was the
rule he intended to insist on.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cer-
tain statements had heen made, easting a
very grave refleetion on- himself, and it
was to be hoped, after the remarks made
more especially by the member for Ivan-
hoe, that he should be allowed to reply.
It would be impossible to allow such
statements to go unchallenged. They had
no foundation and were misleading to
the Committee. Certain correspondence-
was stated to be on the file, and members
would helieve that the eorrespondence was
there before he (the Minister) gave his.
decision. It would be apparent to any-
one reading the file that the correspon-
dence eame some time after the deeision
was given, but he would he able to place:
a very different complexion on the case.
He would like to make an esplanation on
the matter.

The CHAIRMAXN: There seemed to
be no alternative but to allow the Mini-
ster to reply, but he emphasised the point
that in future, because the word * war-
den” appearéed, the wnere fact that a war
den had dealt with a case did not justify
the diseussion of the case, any more than
that a clerk having written a memo-
randum wonld justify a discussion on the-
result of that memorandum.

The MINTISTER: In regard to the
complaint made as to the Star of Aber-
dare lease, the member for Cue made
soe remarks in reference to the duties
of the Minister and the duties of the
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wardens under the Mining Act. The full
responsibility as to the forfeiture of any
mine, the whole responsibility, was thrown
on the Minister. There was no such per-
son on the goldfields as Mr. Warden
Dowley, for that gentleman was resident
magistrate there, and Warden Finnerty
was the mining warden. He (the Mini-
ster) had stated before, and wished now
to emphasise the statement, that be de-
sired to pass legislation providing that
instead of wardens making a recommen-
dation, they should be compelled to give
a decision, and from that decision there
would be the power to appeal to a body
to be constituted of the Minister for
Mines, the Secretary for Mines, and a
vesident magistrate of Perth. That board
would have certain powers. It was in-
tended to amend the present Mining Aect
in that direction. This would get away
from the feeling that there was the possi-
bility of undue infleence being bronght
to bear. One got tired of these allega-
tions as to dealing with matters on ex
parte statements. He (the Minister) did
not deal with questions on ex parte state-
ments. He declined to bave anything to
do with any statement unless it was in
the nature of a sworn deelaration. If
a sworn deelaration was sent in, it was
worthy of attention. This matter was im-
portant to him because of the pross in-
sinnations that a man had stated he
would come down to see him (the Mini-
ster) and get his lease back.

Mr. Scaddan: It was not stated to-
night that Griffiths came down to Perth
and saw the Minister.

The MINISTER: The statement was
made, and that sovt of feeling existed in
the minds of many people, that they
could come down and interview him. He
did not allow people or their agents to
interview him. If any information was
desired to be sent in, it must be done by
sworn declaration, and if new evidence
was brought before him he would refer
the matter back to the particular warden.
This was a clear case; there was evidence,
and there were reasons which the warden
gave for forfeiture. He (the Minister,)
disagreed with the contention raised by
the member for Yilgarn, that because of
the previons conduet of this man he
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shonld have been treated in a difierent
manner, He (the Minister) felt when
altering the decision of the warden that
he would be bringing a certain amount
of criticistn upon himself, hecause there
was no one who had given him more
tronble in the old days, thvough state-
ments made in connection with the
wretched Empress of Coolgardie case,
and there was no one whose name he
wonld less like to see on the files of the
Mines Department than this man’s name.
He (the Minister) bad te judge the case
by the evidence given before the warden,
and he considered that if he forfeited the
lease and the information went round the
country that because a lease was not
worked for two or three days the depart-
ment would not give the lessee an oppor-
tunity of paymg a fine, there would
have been a strong feeling against our
legislation. As far as the forfeiture of a
lease was concerned, the law at present
was that if a lease was unworked for a
single day it could be forfeited. If he
found that a person had worked a lease,
had done a lot of work and spent money
on it and had not protected it, but was
desirous of holding it, would anyone think
be would forfeit that lease? In this ease
the man had the idea that he need only
go into the Mines Department and lodge
an application for exemption under the
Act, and he could have demanded three
months’ exemption on the ground of
having carried out the labour covenants,
under Subsection 2, of Section 93. The
case went from the warden to the Secre-
tary for Mines, who referred it to him
{the Minister), and in the opinion of
the Under Secretary, forfeiture was too
severe a penalty; that faking inte con-
sideration the policy of the department,
he thought it would be wise to fine the
man £25. Members would notice, on
going through the file, that the question
of extension of fime did not eome before
him. That was one of the duties he rele-
gated fo the Under Seeretary. He (the
Minister) had not seen the file until this
question arose, becaunse this lessee had
taken advantage of the tribute econdi-
tions. He (the Minister) thonght the
department would be justified in infliet-
ing a heavier penalty, and he decided
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that the fine should be £35 in lieu of for- ~

feiture. It was after this that the corres-
pondence which the member for Ivanhoe
complained of came to hand. The letter
containing the reflection was ignpored.
Here was a letter forwarded to Mr.
Keenan, marked * private,” and sent on
to him (the Minister), and although the
letter was marked “ private,”’ it was
placed on the file. Then Mr. Glowrey
received a letter from this man and for-
warded it on, asking that the letter be
returned, so that a reply could be sent.
Mr. Glowrey’s letier was also placed on
the file. He (the Minister) dictated the
reply that should be sent, and it was for-
warded to Mr. Glowrey. That was after
he had gone earefully into the case and
decided on a fine of £35. The applieation
in that case was for a reduction of the
fine, and he refused to give the matter
any farther consideration. At the pre-
sent time the responsibility in eonnection
with the forfeiture or non-forfeiture of
a lease did not rest with the warden,
but on the Minister; the warden could
only make a recommendation, the Mini-
ster had to take the responsibility of
referring the matter to Cabinet for for-
feiture or non-forfeituree He (the
Minister) wished to alter that provision
and place the responsibility on the war-
den; his desire was to alter the Act in
that respect. He desired to take the
whole responsibility for the action, and
he adopted the eorrect procedure. It was
a very small breach of the regulations,
and Griffiths held the lease in a manner
he (the Minister) did not approve of,
and it was perhaps desirable that the
department should carefully serutinise
any tribute agreements this man brought
forward in the future before they were
allowed. He did not hbelieve in anyone
being allowed to take advantage of the
tribute regulations. They were not made
s0 that men could hold leases for two or
three years without doing any work.
This man was a speculator and the corres-
pondence showed the opinion which he
(the Minister) had of him. He (the
Minister) did not wish to deal with the
man, but he intended that the regulations
should be carried out; farther it was his
duty to act with justice towards the man.
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Mr. Scaddan: The matter had gone so
far that the department were doubtful
whether the fine eould be reclaimed.

The MINISTER: XNo, it eould not.
The man would be fonght on that point.
It was a clever point. He did not think
that he had acted wrongly in this case,
for be had acted in what he thought
were the best interests of the mining
industry. If he had allowed information
te go to the world that for a breach of
the eovenants on two or three days,
although men were working the property,
harm would have been done to the State,
So long as there was a desire shown to
vetain the property we should not forfeit
it. He (the Minister} would not accept
the warden’s recommendation to forfeit
the property, but he inflicted a heavy
penalty.

Mr. Scaddan: What about the reflec-
tion on the warden in the letters?

The MINISTER had ignored them.
If the member saw the letters which the
department got from dissapointed liti-
gants he would be surprised. People fre-
quently wrote when they were aggrieved
at the action of magistrates, therefore it
was desirable not to take notice of re-
marks such as those referred to. He had
always made a point, if letters were sent
to him marked “private” or not, to
place them on the file. The member
should have given him credit at that time
for placing the letters on the file.

*Mr. UNDERWOQOQD: What the mem-
ber for Ivanhoe had stated was that
Griffiths came out of the court and made
a statement in the street, that he would
go to Perth and see the Minister for
Mines. He (Mr. Underwood) had been
told by others that Griffiths actually did
make that statement and Griffiths had
come to Perth: whether he saw the Mini-
ster or not, one did not know. The state-
ment made by the member for Ivanhoe
was absolutely correct.

Mr. TROY: In connection with the
appointment of the Royal Commission
in the Heitmann-Lander case, looking at
the departmental file he found that War-
den Troy was appointed as a Commis
sioner to hold that inguiry. Later on an
orvder was issued by the Commissioner
that the appointment of Warden Troy



Estimales :

should be eancelled and that Mr. Walter,
the wmagistrate at Geraldton, should be
appointed in his stead.

The CHAIRMAN: This was altogether
outside the scope of the vote. A matter
like this, relating to the adminisiration
of the Minister, did not c¢ome under the
Mines Department at all, The member
must deal strietly with the item “War-
dens.”

Mr. TROY: A serious reflection was
made on one of the wardens in the State.
‘Was he not entitled to ask why the re-
flection was made on the warden?

The CHAIRMAN: That should have
come under the discussion on the depart-
ment generally.

Mr, TROY: Where was that?

The CHAIRMAN: It had already
taken place.

Mr. TROY: Were members not able
to discuss this matter or the salaries, or
any matter affeeting the personal honour
of a warden?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
had an opportunity of bringing up any
question affecting the Minister and his
depariment, on the pgeneral discussion.
The member had a right to discuss the
personnel and the payment of the war-
dens; but he counld nof now go into a
guestion of any departmental administra-
tion.

Mr. Horan: Could not the qualifiea-
tions of the wardens be discussed?

The CHAIRMAN: A decision had
been given on that point.

Mr. TROY was compelled to abide by
the decision of the Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN : No; the hon. mem-
ber could appeal.

Mr. ANGWIN: An extra warden bad
been appointed. Would the Minister ex-
plain the necessity for this officer?

The MINISTER: No more wardens
were required. He hoped two or three
would be got rid of.

Mr. ANGWIN: This year the salary
of one extra warden was provided for.

The MINISTER: The regisirar at
Greenbushes appeared as a warden. He
was previously registrar and warden, and
his salary had been transferred from the
item “ registrars ™ to the item “ wardens.”
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Mr. ANGWIN: For 1906-7 the vote -
under this item was £3,601; in the printed
copy of last year’s Estimates the amount,
was £35,391.

Item—State Mining Engineer, £800:

Mr. SCADDAN: Aeccording to the re-
port of the Public Serviee Commissioner
the maximum salary of the State Mining
Engineer was set down at £700; £300 was.
provided on the Estimates, Was it in-
tended to reduce the salary by decreases
extending over five years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cabi-
net had not yet dealt with the profes-
sional classification. Moreover, if the
Commissioner’s recommendation was con-
firmed by the Government, there was a
right of appeal. What action -Cabinet
would take it was impossible to say.

Mr. SCADDAN would express an
opinion before Cabinet had an oppor-
tunity. Only two or three yeare ago the
present Minister (Hon. H. Gregory),
then in Opposition, complained bitterly
because the salary of the State Minwg
Engineer had not been increased beyond
£800.

The Minister: An increase from £700-
to £300 was referred to.

Mr. SCADDAN agreed entirely with
the Commissioner that the maximum,
should be £700, and if he (Mr. Scaddan)
were classifying this officer, 1t would be
£500. .he officer was not worth £800.
Giving him eredit for a fair technical
knowledge of mining, in his present cap-
acity his serviee did not justify his salary.
As to legisiation he could easily alter his
views, being even more supple than the
member for West Perth (Mr. Draper).
Only last year, when econsidering the
Mines Regulation Aet, the officer was
chairman of the Royal Commission on
the Ventilation and Sanitation of Mines;
yet when an attempt was made to embody
the recomendations of the Commission in
the Mines Regulation Act, he primed the
Minister to reply to some of the strongest
arguments nsed in the Commission’s re-
pott.

The Minister: Had the hon, member
been behind the scenes?

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; for the Minister
had shown him the State Mining En-
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gineer’s recomendations. Such an officer
should be an independent man, who could
do his work without fear or favour.

Mr. HEITMAXNNXY supported the last
speaker. For this officer’s salary we
were not getting full value. A mere go-
between to the various heads and the Min-
ister was not worth £800. The officer
was, it was stated, appointed because of
his knowledge of smelting; yet he had
never dope any smelting since he came
to the country.

The Minister had never heard of such
a reason for the appointment.

Mr. HEITMANN had heard of it sev-
eral times. An offieer might be a good
smelter and one who had passed examina-
tions in the theory of mining; but it was
not clear that he knew a rise from a
stope. The other day Warden Troy held
an inquest on the death of a miner in the
Gireat Fingal mine, and drew the atten-
tion of the Minister to the frequency of
accidents in chutes. The minute went
through the hands of the State Mining
Engineer, who appended an addendum
showing that he did not know what he
was writing about, for he wrote of a pass
that did not exist in the stope. He said
there should be a double pass; whereas
in the shrinkage system of stoping as
adopted in the Fingal mine, there were
no passes.

Mr. SCADDAN: Warden Troy had
referred to the fact that boulders got
jammed above the chute, and that fre-
quent accidents resulted from men hav-
ing to go up to fire them. The State
Mining Engineer thought that these were
ordinary passes. Victorian mines were
now compelled to have wires through the
chutes in order to stir the dirt. The State
Mining Engineer did not know that War-
den Froy was referring to the rill sys-
tem, in which there were no passes at all.

The MINISTER: When the State Min-
ing Engineer, Mr. Montgomery, was first
appointed, his salary was £700, to be in-
creased to £300 for the next two years.
Possibly such a statement had been mis-
construed by the last speaker. He (the
Minister) had no recollection of advo-
cating any increase on the £800 a year.
No doubt Mr. Montgomery had done
some exeeedingly good work, His report
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on the Phillips River field, printed in
pamphlet form and sent thronghout the
world, had induced capital to come to that
distriet. His report on the Pilbarra field
would do inecaleulable good to that part
of the country, and his other reporis on
mining districts were first-class. He was
highty qualified, and had a fair share of
praetical experience. For many years
he was manager of a large mining com-
pany, and was a civil enginer as well as
a mine-manager,

Mr. Heitmgnn: He did not keep him-
self up-to-date,

The MINISTER: The hon. member
might not think so; but Mr. Montgomery
was not brought here because of his know-
ledge of smelting. He was for many
years Government Geologist and Chief
Inspector of Mines for Tasmania, and
was manager of one of the higgest mines
in New Zealand, and for many years
director of a school of mines, The chief
objeet in bringing Mr. Montgomery to
this State was that he should visit the
outback country as much as possible, so
as to advise the prospector and the small
leaseholder what class of work they
should do, and to report to the depart-
ment on the best methods to adopt in new
mining distriets,. We had not enough of
such advice in the past. Some twelve
months ago Mr. Montgomery's knee was
seriously injured, and prevented his being
sent out so frequently as was intended;
but in future it was hoped he would be
more useful in assisting the small man,
and in advising how to help remote places
inaceessible to the Minister. That was
the special reason for Mr. Montgomery’s
appointment, His advice on the Black
Range, Meekatharra, and Pilbarra fields
would doubtless prove of great value to
the State. In the eireumstances mem-
bers might withdraw all oppositicn and
let the item go.

Item—Inspectors of Mines, £3,441:

Mr. HEITMANN: Of the nine inspec-
tors two were at £400 and six at £350;
while one at £140 received £220 as in-
speetor of coal for the Railway Depart-
ment. Why should the latter receive
more than inspectors on the goldfields?
The Government could hardly get Brst-
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«lass inspectors at £350. A good mine-
manager could not be obtained for that
salary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES agreed
that the salary should in no instanee be
less than £350. We wanted a class of
man who could if necessary be sent to
give instructions to a mine manager draw-
ing £2,500. If we cut down the salaries
we should get inferior men. Why the
ingpector at Collie received more than
others did not appear, though bis duties
in the Railway Department were onerous.
Hg had to wateh every ton of coal being
put on the trucks; for the delivery of in-
ferior coal might involve serious loss to
the department.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Public Service
Commissioner proposed to reduce the
salary of tlree or four inspectors from
£350 to£315, aud one from £400 to £315.
This recommendation should be passed
out.

The Minister wounld be satisfied with
one at £375 and the others at £350.

Mr. SCADDAN : The minimum
should bhe £350. An inspector must
have a real theoretical and practical
knowledge of mining ; otherwise, apart
altogether from bribery, a mining ‘man-
ager could twist him ronnd his finger.
The inspectors were almost entirely oc-
cupied in going from mine to mine in-
specting the scenes of accidents, instead
of inspecting dangerous places prior to
accidents. He knew the heavy task of
the two inspectors at Kalgoorlie. We
should inerease tbe staff and pay the
men good wages, 50 that they might be
absolutely above reproach.

The Minister: An extra inspector was
appointed this year.

Mr. STUART : An inspector doing
duty near his home office was not given
travelling allowance; the allowance was
given when he was away., Each in-
spector shonld be placed where the bulk
of his work was to be dome, if only to
save the travellmg allowance. He
sympathised with the inspectors in the
work they had to do; but some of them
might be a little more aggressive, especi-
ally in acecident cases. In one case an
inspector not long in the service was very

@8
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lax i not asking questions which might
have brought out important evidence.
He would not charge the inspector with
incapacity, but with not pereeiving where
his duty lay. Any expenditure on im-
proving the inspection of mines would
always be approved by the Labour Party.
Tt was vegrettable that the Chamber of
Mines, which gave the Government a
subsidy of £2,000 a year to inspect pro-
perty, should, not assist in appointing
check inspectors to protect life and Limb.
Mining inspectors had the serious respon-
sibility of telling wmining magnates that
work must stop at certain places; and
the inspectors’ salares should be com-
mensurate with the regpongibility. On
the Kalgoorlie field miners had come
secretly to him {Mr. Stuart) complaining
that they were working in unsafe places;
and he had pointed out to the inspectors
that it was their duty not to wait till
they were told of the danger, and that
if over-worked they should ask for assist-
ance. One inspector was plainly told by
a nomber of people that if be was over-
worked they would petition the Minister
for an assistant ; if not, they would peti-
tion for his removal, and this was done.
The inspection shouid prevent any man
from ever working in a dangerous place
for fear of the sack if he complained.
The inspeciors generally received infor-
mation which reached them indireetly.
Miners who complained direct would pro-
bably lose their billets.

Item—Registrars (19), £5,718:

Mr. STUART : The registrar at Mal-
eolm having been transferred to Lawlers
was absent from Maleolm for twelve
months, and the Malcolm office ap-
parently got on without him, Was there
any strong reason for keeping him at
Malcolm ? .

The Minister for Mines : It appeared
in reply to a wire, that the people of
Leonora were satisfied with the transfer,

Mr. ANGWIN : There was one officer
less, but the vote was increased by £50.

The MINISTER : It was the Public
Service Commissioner’s classifieation.

[2 o’clock a.m.]
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Itemn— Temporary Clerical Assistance,
Draftsmen, Relieving Officers, Deputy
Mining Registravs, eteetera, £900 :

Mr. STUART : The Public Service
Commissioner recommended that the pay
of relieving officers should be 125, aday
instead of 10s. It was hard in the case
of an officer relieving at Kalgoorlie to re-
ceive not more than 10s.

The MINISTER: A promise had
been given that the officer's case would
be looked into.

Item—Relieving Inspectors of Mines,
temporary appointments, £360 :

Mr. SCADDAN : Last year £682 was
spent. What was to be done ¢

The MINISTER : A permanent ap-
pointment would shortly be  made.
Several officers were on leave and it was
necessary to have this vote. Full ad-
vantage would be taken of it.

Mr. SCADDAN : It would be wiser
to appoint another inspector permanently
who might be made relieving officer.

The MINISTER : That would be
done, bui the authority of this vote was
needed.

Conlingencies Generally, £19,625 :

Ttem—Reward for disecovery of Phil-
lips RBiver Gold and Copper Field,
£300 :

Mr., SCADDAN : Who was fo re-
ceive this reward ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Dunn
Bros. had applied, but a special board
consisting of the State Mining Engineer,
the Government Geologist, and the See-
vetary for Mines would deal with all
applications and recommend. ‘

Mr. ANGWIN: Where was the neces-
gity for giving a rveward for the dis-
covery of a field that, according to all
accounts did not exist?

Ttem—>Mining Development, £3,000:

My, SCADDAN: It was refreshing to
see this item again on the Revenue Esti-
mates. IHow was the money to be spent?

The PREMIER : In making certain
advances on properties recommended by
the inspector of mines after inspection.
Several advances had been made during
the vear.
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My, STUART: If an advance were
made it would be in the shape of a
mortgage. If the lease were abandoned
afterwards, no one could take it up ontil
the mortgage was cleared off. That was
hardly fair, If the lease were abandoned
the Goverament might as well retire and
not keep the land locked wp. Too much
land was already locked up in: various
ways.

Mr. SCADDAN: The snggestion of
the hon. member should not be carried
out because it would only be a matter
of a prospector getting an advance and
then working in collusion with another
party and forfeiting the lease for the
debt to be wiped out altogether. On
the other hand it was not fair for the
Government to ask the new people to
pay off the mortgage before touching the
abandoned lease. New people should
be put on the same terms as the pre-
vions leaseholders. The advanece should
be made a first charge on the gold won.

The TREASURER: That was how it
was done. The fresh leaseholders were
put on the same terms as the old lease-
holders.

Item—Incidental, £9,400:

Mr. SCADDAN: A return was moved
for last vear in regard to free passes
issued to publie servants. That return
would show the distance travelled by
officers in the course of their duties.
Wlen would that return be furnished?

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact
the information being supplied was
more than was required by the hon. mem-
ber, beeanse particulars were being got
out by the department to show what
ticket orders were issued.

Dir. Sceddan: That information was

unneeessary.
Mr. ANGQWIN : This item should

be split np. Advertising and travelling
expenses should be shown separately.
He moved an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £100,

The MINISTER: The vote last vear
was not sufficient and had to be supple-
mented from others that were not ex-
hausted. No money would be wasted in
connectton with it.
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Mr. SCADDAXN: Several items should
be shown separately. If the £200 wonld
cover some of the all-lines passes granted
to officers of the department, he would
support the amendment. The return he
had asked for would show whether the
department was providing passes for
the private use of officers.

Amendment put and negatived.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Mr, ANGWIN moved (at 1250 a.m.)
that progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. 7
Noes s . o2
Majority against - .. 14
ATES. Nozs,
Mr. Angwi Mr, Barnett
Mr. Bath M. Brobber
Mr. Horan Mr. Cawcher
Mr, Scaddan Mr, Draper
Mr. Underwood Mr, Eddy
Mr. Ware Mr, Ewing
Mr., Troy {Taller). Mr. Gregory
Mr. Gull
Mr, Hayward
Mr. HeitmaDn
Mr. Layman
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moere
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stuart
Mer. Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller),
Vote — Geological Survey, £6,092—

agreed to.

Vote—State Batteries, £83,515:

Item—Superintendent, £450:

Mr. TROY: What was to be done in
regard to the late Superintendent? Did
Mr. Dunstan receive this money?

The MINISTER regretted not being in
a position to make a statement in con-
nection with this matter, but within the
next day or two he hoped to be able to
make a publiec announcement in connec-
tion with the unfortunate affair that had
been before the courts for some time.
He hoped the item would be allowed to
pass. Mr. Dunstan’s appointment was
for 12 months. The officer was paid
from the temporary vote, and the ap-
pointment depended entirely on the
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work Mr. Duustan was able to give the
department and on the improvements
he was able to effect in connection with
administration. From the way Mr.
Dunstan went about his work, and judg-
ing from his exhaustive reports and the
reeommendations he had made, the tem-
porary appointment was one that would
prove of great benefit to the customers
of the State battery system. It was to
be hoped members would not press him
(the Minister) in regard to this item
to-night. He preferred to leave it in
abeyance for a cpuple of days,

Mr. HEITMANN: It was surprising
a man holding such a responsible posi-
tion as that of Superintendent of State
Balteries reesived such a poor salary,
The Chief Inspector of Machinery re-
ceived the same salary, but the work of
the two officers eould not be eompared.
The general opinien in regard to the re-
cent prosecution’ was that the ecase
should have gone to a higher court.

[3 o'clock a.m.]

Mr. HEITMANN : There appeared
to have been a good deal of hush about
the ease. The missing withess should
have been found, or at all events should
not have been allowed to leave the State.
Aceording to the evidence it appeared
that things were carried out in a very
lax manner in the Batieries Department.
He regretted that White was not com-
mitted for trial and this was his opinion
for the sake of the man himself. If some
members of the Mines Department had
been placed in the box there would have
been some revelations.

Mr. ANGWIN hoped the Minister
would inform the House that so far as
his department was coneerned there had
been no effort to bush up anything.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
ease was cohducted by the Crown Law
Department and he had no desire to dis-
enss it. The department had done their
duty and all that was possible in the eir-
eumstances.

Tten—Temporary Labour, including
wages of managers, ete,, £48,500 :

Mr. SCADDAN : With regard te the
appointment of Mr. Dunstan, he had
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heard it stated that gentleman was prac-
tically promised the appeointment of
superintendent long before he was selee-
ted for the position. The Minister him-
self last session stated that he intended
to get rid of the superintendent of State
batteries and to make a new appointment.
Evidently he found a diffieulty in econ-
nection with the Public Service Act, but
all the same Mr. Dunstan was appointed
in another capacity which made it ap-
pear that a promise had been made to
him to get the position. He had the
strongest possible objection to that sys-
temn of appointing officers. If there was
a position vaeant which required filling
the man should be selected in the proper
manner after applications had been called
for, and if necessary an examination had
been held and the papers of the appli-
cants carefully pernsed. It appeared
that the present case was more one where
a position bad been found for an indi-
vidual, rather than one of a person who
had heen found for a post. The Public
Service Commissioner had referred to the
fact that the appointment was confrary
to the provisions of the Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
appointment of Mr. Dunstan was quite
a correct one and the Publie Service Com-
miswoner was wrong in that case. As he
had previcusly advised the House, the
appoiniment was merely a temporary one
for a period of 12 months at a salary
of £575 a year. It did not in any sense
affect the Public Service Aect. There
had not been a breach of the Aet by
giving Mr. Dunstan the appointment of
metallurgist to the department. By plae-
ing him in control it meant that they had
put someone sver the superintendent.
Members knew that he had been desir-
ous for a long time of getting good work
done in connection with the Batteries
Department. It had frequently been
pointed out by members that the charges
in connection with fhe batteries were too
high and that the department should be
able to do the work quite as well and as
profitably as private enterprise. The de-
partment were not doing that. There
had been a great improvement in the
system, for when he first took office the
loss was fairly considerable. However the
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cost had been brought down and the bat-
teries had paid their way, even although
the charges had been reduced. There
was no doubt that the system should pay
its way but it was equally sure that the
administration in the past had not been
as good as it should be. He would not
go beyond that to-night. In this case
the responsibility of the appointment was
his. Members always wanted to throw
responsibility on a Minister and the re-
mark more particularly applied to a de-
partment like this, which to a great ex-
tent was a business branch. It was his
duty to get the administrative cost
brought down so that he could give faci-
lities to the public at a moderate price.
If Mr. Dunstan at the end of 12 months
justified his appointment, one would try
and get the authority of the House to
make it permanent. If the appointment
was not justified he would have no excuse
in asking members to assist him in pas-
sing the vote. Such a position as that
bad not yet arisen, but, unfortunately, a
new one had come to light and it was
possible there might be other changes in
the department. He did not want to
discuss that matter, but from every point
of view a change in the administrative
head was necessary. Members had been
requesting for a long time that the de-
partment should show better administra-
tion, and he thought some liftle sympathy
might be shown to him when his only
desive was fo give hetter administration
than had been provided in the past. No
permanent appointment wounld be made
for a considerable time ; in faet it could
not be without the concurrence of the
Public Service Commissioner. He wonld
not desire that the head of the depart-
ment should eontinne as a temporary
officer as he was now. If his work was
good enough the question would come be-
fore the Chamber next session, and mem-
bers would be asked to say whether M.
Dunstan should get the permanent posi-
tion or not. If improvements were ef-
fected in the department and the work
was kept up to date, the question of an
additional £100 salary was not worth a
moment’s consideration.

Mr. SCADDAN objected to be asked
to give £575 for a 12-months irial to a
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person to qualify for such a position.
Why should Mr. Dunstan be put on trial
like that ¢ If that policy were pursued
in other departments there would be a
howl from every member.

Mr. ANGWIN : The Public Service
Aet should be carvied out in ifs entirety,
and to show his disapproval of the ap-
pointment be would move an amend-
ment—

That the item be reduced by £500.
Positions like that should be thrown open
to the public, if no men in the service
were suitable to fill them. Many officers
had been appointed without reference to
the Public Service Act. The superin-
tendent of batteries should be on the
Civil List. The vote for the department
had been reduced this year by £1,628,
and he did not know whether this was
due to the falling off in the work of the
batteries or to wise economies having been
effected.

My, TROY: The Minister had said
the late superintendent had not given
that satisfaetion in administration which
he desired. The beard of inguiry which
went into the batteries question alto-
gether exonerated the superintendent
from the charges which had been levelled
against him. As to the administration of
the batteries branech, there was no doubt
that the superintendent had very little
power left in bis hand. Many of the
errors had ocenrred as the result of Min-
isterial recommendations and on several
oceasions the superintendent bhad been’
compelled to take certain steps against
his wishes. Mr. White had not received
altogether fair consideration at the hands
of the Minister. One reason why the
greatest snceess had not been achieved
was that in the past the staff had not
been large enough. On several aceasions

batteries had bheen purchased quite
against the recommendations of the
superintendent. The batteries board had

laid on the political heads the blame for
the maladministration which existed in
the department. In counection with the
recent proseeufion the superintendent did
not meet with that courtesy and consid-
eration which was given to other officers.
It was said that he was not even given
notice that the department intended to
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suspend or prosecute him, and that on
the very day that he was suspended the
summons was served on him. It ap-
peared to be the general belief that Mr.
White had been persecuted.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item — Contingeneies, additions and
equipment, £1,500:

Mr. HORAN asked what the item
meant.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
were certain items which they did net
think should be charged to general sup-
plies and maintenanee, but should be
debited against equipment and batteries.
They were old parts which were wearing
out and required replacing. Really, the
sum of £3,000 or £4,000 should have been
provided on this item; hut in order that
a satisfactory balance-sheet might be pro-
vided at the end of the year's trasactions,
he had only been able to provide the sum
of £1,500.

Mr. STCART: Complaints had been
made that some of the batteries were not
up to date, ard he knew that some of
them were not equipped with suitable
plant for the treatment of slimes. The
item should be very much larger than it
was,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Pro-
vision for such items as the hon. member
had referred to would be made on the
Loan Estimates. :

Ttem—General Supplies and mainten-
ance, £32.830:

Mr. ANGWIN:
for supplies?

The MINISTER: -That was the work
of the tender board.

Mr. TROY : Recently the Minister had
arranged for the econveyance of the Duke-
ton battery to Black Range. Tenders
had been called for the work and in so
far as Mt. Magnet was concerned there
was a great number of teams there which
would be willing to tender, but no speci-
fieations could be seen. In all places
where there was a number of teams
copies of the specifications should be
lodged.

The Minister: In order to meet the
hon. member he would extend the time

Were tenders called
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for receiving tenders for a couple of
months.

‘Mr. TROY: There was no necessity
for such a lengthy delay as that. All he
wanted was that specifieations should be
provided.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote—Mines Water Supply, £19,596:

Item—Engineer-in-charge, £550:

Mr. ANGWIN: Would it not be to
the advantage of the Water Supply De-
partments generally if one engineer had
charge of all the schemes? There were
now an engineer for the Goldfields Water
Supply and another for the Mines Water
Supply. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would not he wise to place the Goldfields
Water Supply under the Mines Depart-
ment. A great deal of pressure might
be attempted to be brought to bear in
that event. From the Mines Depart-
ment point of view, it might be a good
thing; but from a State point of view
it would be very bad. He would not like
to take on the administration of the geld-
fields water scheme, and it would be a
mistake if this vote were placed in the
hands of any other WMinister. Good
work was being done by this small de-
partment. The engineer was not a man
who gained favour; he had a peeculiar
faculty for rubbing people up the wrong
way; but still the man did good work,
and all his work had turned out well
On going out back and looking at the
work of this officer, in very few in-
stances had he (the Minister) been dis-
appointed. He would be sorry to lose
the engineer or the eontral of the Mines
Water Supply.

Mr. HORAN: Was the Minister satis-
fied that the engineer in charge had a
sufficient staff to get reports from vari-
ous parts of the goldfields?

The MINISTER: Last year £90,000
was spent from loan and revenue in this
department; but he did not think we
ought fo inerease the staff. At times
there was a rush of work, but the diffi-
cuity could be overcome. There was a
great deal of work just now, two or three
big schemes being in progress.
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Tiem—Clerks, £444 :

Mr. ANGWIN : Why was there a de-
crease here ¢

The MINISTER: Probably it was due
to the classification of the Public Service
Commissioner.

Item—8Stock Routes (Leonora-Peak
Hill, Nullagine and Cue-Fortesene) main-

tenance and improvements, including
tabour, £2,000 :
Mr. TROY : Was this amount pro-

vided to enable wells to he sunk on the
stock route surveyed by Mr, Canning ?

The MINISTER : This was for main-
fenance previously charged up to the
Public Works Department,

Mr. TROY : Was there nof some idea
of sending Mr. Canning out again ¢

The MINISTER : The cost of that
would be paid out of lean,

Ttem—Goldfields Generally; up-keep
of water supplies and routes, casual con-
struetion, labour, ete., £9,500 :

My, ANGWIN : Two or three years
ago the Minister thonght it necessary to
obtain £15,000 for this work.

The MINISTER : There was a big in-
crease that year.

Mr. TROY : It would be a good thing
if the department handed over the up-
keep of the wells to the roads boards ;
it would be a great saving,

The MINISTER wished that could be
done.

* Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote— Mining School, £4,558 :

Mr. TROY : We should have as many
mining schools as possible, so that people
could receive the best possible education
to become experts in the industry. From
the Murchison field applications had been
frequently made for the establishment of
a schoo! of mines there, which conld be
opened at little expense. This was a re-
mote goldfield situated towards the North-
West coasl, and mining people were un-
able to undertake the expense of gning
to Kalgoorlie to study. This miming field
was second in importance in the Siate,
and had been so for some years past. It
had made econsiderable headway. He
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wounld like to see a school started on the
Central Murchison, in the vicinity of the
Great Fingal mine. On this field there
were employed 2,525 miners in 1906, and
now the total population was about
4,000; therefore a braneh of the school
of mines was warranted. The revenue
derived from this goldfield in 1903
amounted to £3,282, and the expenditure to
£3,816 ; in 1906 the revenue was £5,818,
and the expenditure £4,000 ; in 1995 the
production of gold from this field
amounted to 381,500 ouneces, in 1906 the
production was 275,000 ounces.

The MINISTER : Some effort should
be made to establish a technical sechool in
the Cue district. He was hopeful of
getting a recommendation from the Edu-
cation Department to start a technieal
school theve. He was pleased to make
the anmnouncement in eonnection with
scholarships that Bewick, Moreing & Co.
had sent him a letter stating that they
were prepaved to find work for any boy
who won one of these scholarships, so
that the boy would be assured of finding
employment with that firm during the
term of scholarship. It was to be hoped
some of the other big companies wounld
follow the lead of Bewiek, Moreing & Co.
Although he had no desire to see a second
mining sehoel, a branch of the technical
sehool might be opened up in this distriet
to give the mining people similar ad-
vantages to those obtaining in Coolgardie.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was to be hoped
that before long a branch of the teechpical
sehool would be established at Cue. As
to the salaries of lecturers, while we had
a course of technical education in West-
ern Australia higher than in any other
part of the world, the salaries of lec-
turers appeared to be small. The first
graduate at the School of Mines passed
an examination more severe than anyone
would have to go through in any other
part of the world, and he was sorry that
this young man was allowed to leave the
Btate, and not given a chance here. This
young man bhad gone to Tasmania as
assistant geologist, at a fair salary. Tt
would have been in the interests of the
State if' this student conld have been
kept here.
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The MINISTER did not know the
oflicer te whomn the member referred.
There were Mr. MeDougall at £300 a
year, Mr. Buteman at £550 a year, and
Mr. Ward, who receuntly left—probahly
the officer referred to—was getling £350;
also Mr. Baker, £400 ; and Mr. Corlette,
£300. These salaries were not bad.
There were no allowances. He was sorry
the Government could not give larger
salaries.  The estimated revenue from
this departiment was £775. These officers
wete engaged at a cerfain salary, but it
was not long before they asked for an
increase.

Me. STUART : Having taken an in-
terest in the mining school, he was
pleased to see the use made of it. Men
who a few years age were doing pick-
and-shovel work, and who withont the
establishment of such a school would have
had to remain at that work, were now en-
abled to make some headway, and could
take their places amongst imported men.
It was to be hoped the staff would not
apply mght away for big inereases.
During the last winter it was one of the
best features of goldfields life to see the
way the officers made themselves at home
to the publie in giving lectures and enter-
tainments.  These officers were entitled
to a word of praise.

Item—Incidental, including scholar-
ships, purchase of chemicals, eie., for
Kalgoorlie mining school, £1,350 :

Mr, ANGWIN: What was the amount
of the scholarships and what scholarships
had been won?

The MINISTER could not remember
the amount of the scholarships; there had
been an ingreasing amount up to this
year, but he thought the limit had been
reached. The scholarships had been
satisfactory.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

Vote—Ezxplosives  and  Analytical,
£4,335—agreed to.
Vote—Inspaction of Machinery,
£7.141
Mr. SCADDAN moved—
That progress be reporled, and

leave asked to sit again.
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Mot,ion' put, and a division taken with
the following result :—
Ayes . - .
Noes .. - o

Gl Ba

Majority against

B H:u-:s.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Barunett
Mr. Bath
Mr, Brebber
Mr, Underwood | Mr. Cowcher
Mr, Ware Mr. Draper
M. Trog {Tetlor). Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewing

} Mr. Gregory
' . Gull
| Mr. Hayward
| Mr, Heitmann

Mr, Monger
Mr. Prizge
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stuart

. Mr. Ve
Mr, F. Wilso;

\ My, Mitchell
1
| Mr, Gordon (Teller},

[4 o'clock am.]

Mr. SCADDAN felt inclined to im-
pute sinister motives to the Minister for
compelling members to criticise a branch
of the department at this bour of the
morning; and there was some excuse
for imputing such motives, in view of
the manner in which the Minister had
on every possible oceasion defended the
maladministration of this branch. The
public should® know what the Govern-
ment were doing with the money pro-
vided on the Estimates ; yet at four
o,elock this ‘morning we were asked to
pass £7,141, the greater portion of which
was to provide a snug billet for an in-
experienced and absolute waster in the
present Chief Inspector of Machinery,
a man who was paid n¢ less than £450
a year to administer an Aet of Parlia-
ment which he had hopelessly malad-
ministered, an Act which laid down a
certain procedure that he did not follow;
and in this course he was supported by
the Minister, who went so far as to assist
him so that when he made a huge biun-
der, which fortunately did not result in
loss of life though it might have killed
many, the Minister rewarded him by
sending him out of the State on a five
months’ holiday.

The inister for Mines: Try to be
=lightly correet
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Mr. SCADDAN would be as eorrect
as possible in the cireumstances. The
Minister was not acting creditably who
wonld permit a subordinate officer fo
leave the State with such a charge found
against him as was found by the select
committee on the Gwalia boiler explos-
1o, The Minister should first have
dealt with the officer. The selest com-
mittee represented both sides of the
Hounse. He (Mr. Scaddan) would not
come to the Hounse year after year to
complain about the administration of the
machinery branech and its chief inspeetor;
or if he must complain, his voice would
become lounder and londer every year,
though be was compelled to speak at
four in the morning.

The Treasurer: Speak to the point.

Alr. SCADDAN would get quickly to
the - point, and would place the respon-
sibility on the person responsible, the
Minister for Mines, who was respon-
sible for an act of omission, not of com-
mission.

The Minister for Mines: Because he
did not always fall in with the hon. mem-
ber's views.

Mr. SCADDAN: That was not de-
sired. While such abuses lasted he
would raise his voiece in protest, irres-
pective of whether the Minister was
pleszsed. The Minister might bluff him
by compelling him not te say at this
early hour some things he would say at
a more convenient time. The Minister
knew beé (Mr. Seaddan) intended to eriti-
cise the ¥stimates for this branch; yet
they were submitted at 4 am., when
Press representatives had vanished from
the Gallery.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not impute motives.

Mr. SCADDAN: Was it impuling a
motive to say it was after four o’clock?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mem-
ber had imputed a motive, and must not,
by repeating portion of what he said, at-
tempt to mislead the Chair and the Com-
mittee.

Mr. SCADDAN: If any motive he
had imputed to the Minister were point-
ed out, the huputation would be with-
drawn,

-
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The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member
imputed to the Minister a desire to pre-
vent the publication in the Press of the
hon. member’s criticism, as a resson why
the Minister was proceeding with the
Estimates at this early hour.

Mr. SCADDAN would withdraw that,
and say that the Minister’s action in eom-
pelling us to discuss the Estimates at
this early hour had that effect.

The Premier: The hon. member was
not compelled to discuss them.

My. SCADDAN : These matters
needed discussion; and be would discuss
them. He had asked the Minister, dar-
ing the 1906 session, what aection the de-
partment intended to take in respect of
the finding of the select committee on the
Sons of Gwalia Boiler Explosion; and
the Minister had said he would give the
finding early and serious consideration.
In view of this reply, he (Mr. Scaddan)
as a member of the committee refrained
from moving that the report be adopted
in ihe ordinary course, but agreed to an
amendment that it should receive the
earnest and early attention of the Gov-
ernment. But up to date, it did not ap-
pear that any attention whatever had
been given to the report. .

The Premier : Was not an officer dis-
missed ?

Mr. SCADDAN had met that officer,
who stated not onee but manv times that
he had tried to pin the department down
to a reason why he was dismissed, but
could not get a reason. The department
denied that he had been dismissed owing
to the report of the select committee or
to anything in connection with the Gwalia
boiler explosion. But admitting that ex-
Inspector Lovegrove was dismissed in
view of the finding of the select com-
mittee, why was he selected for this
special bad treatment while the Chief
Inspector, who was found egmally guilty
in respeet of that explosion, was not
dealt with at all? It did not appear
that he was even censured by the Minister.
It was doubtful whether the Minister
considered the question of Inspector
Lovegrove’s dismissal. These matters
should be ecleared up. Ex-Inspector
Lovegrove had stated that he asked for
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an inquiry into his dismissal, and the re-
ply was that being only a temporary em-
ployee in the service, he could not obtain
an inquiry. Whether that was the posi-
tion still taken up by the department did
not appear ; but he knew that Mr. Love-
grove was made a scapegoat in the mat-
ter of the (Gwalia explosion, whereas the
select cownmittee that went exhaustively
into the question found that while Mr.
Lovegrove made himself responsible in
the first instance by practically doing
what the Chief Tunspector told him, the
Chief Inspector was really responsible for
asking him to issue a certificate on a work-
ing inspeetion, which procedure was an
evasion of the Inspection of Machinery
Act. There was no authority in the Aect
to grant a certificate under a working in-
spection.  Admittedly there was autho-
rity, not required, to make working
inspections in order to see that the con-
ditions on which a certificate was granted
were being complied with ; but there was
no provision for granting a certificate un-
der a working inspection. Teo give a no-
ti-n of the Chief Tnspector’s ability to
fiill his position we might read what he
told the seleet committee as to the utility
of a working inspection : “ Apart from
leakages in front of a boiler, a working
inspection would enable you to detect
broken stays.”  Broken stays were in-
side the hoiler; and to be able to detect
their condition when the boiler was under
steam, the inspeetor would lLiave to be able
to see through steel ; he must have eyes
like X-rays. The Clief Tnspector’s reply
continned : “And with a loennotive boiler
you would find broken side-stays and fire-
box stays. You would often see the
bulging out at the sides under pressure.
When the boiler was blown down, they
go in again. Under normal conditions
you would not notiee it.” Vet all his
subordinate officers, many of them rated
hy bim as assistant inspectors, and also
independent withesses called by the seleet
committee, pointed out that it was im-
possible to tell the intermal condition of
a boiler by a working inspection. As a
matter of faet, Superintendent Borowe,
in charge of Sons of Gwalia Mine at the
time these working inspections were
made, said in answer to a question by the
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committee : “I do mnot see how anyone
could make an outside inspeetion and pass
the boiler as all right by making a work-
ing inspeection.” This elearly shows that
the granting of the certificate was un-
waranted. The Chief Inspector farther
told the committee that the Act did not
lay down what constituted an inspeetion
—another proof that he did not know
the provisions of the Aet he was sup-
posed to administer ; because it laid this
down in plain English, with marginal
notes, in Seetion 26, “ Record of first in-
spection. Provided that on the first in-
spection of a boiler the inspector shall
make and keep a complete record of all
particnlars necessary to asgertain the
state and condition thereof.” He (Mr.
Scaddan) would show how that section
was complied with in conneetion with
other boilers to which he had drawn the
attention of the House and the Minister.
The section continued : “Such record
shall contain partieulars respecting the
type and construetion of the boiler, the
name of the maker, the pressure the
boiler is calenlated to sustain, and gener-
ally as to the state and eondition thereof,
and of all applianees used in eonnection
therewith, and the fitness thereof for the
particular purpose to which it is ap-
plied.”

Mr. Angwin called atiention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.

My, SCADDAN (continuing): Those
particulars must be supplied by the in-
spector on his first inspeetion; and to
this reference would be made at a later
stage in conneefion with other boilers.
Section 27, under the heading ‘‘ Subse-
quent inspections,’’ provided that ‘“ On
each subsequent inspection of a boiler
tbe inspector shall earefully make a
ecomparison with soch standards as
aforesaid, and shall record any changes
since the previons inspection” How
was it possible to compare the standards
with the standards arrived at by making
a working inspection, which was merely
a visual inspeetion of the boiler under
working conditions? But the Chief In-
spector informed the committee that the
Act did not preseribe what inspection
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should consist of; and he tried to ex-
cuse himself from making working in-

_speetions by quoting Section 31, which

contained two little words on which he
relied: ‘¢ For the purpose of inspection
the owner shall, ‘if required,’ cause
every boiler to be emptied and made
eool, and all manhole doors and mudhole
doors to be taken off, and all furnace
bars and brick or stone bridges to be
taken out.” The boiler was to be put in
a condition for inspection, ‘¢ if re-
quired ’’; and the Chief Inspector read
into the section that he might make
working inspections if required, not
otherwise, In view of the other section
it was not clear how anything of the sort
could be read into Section 31. While
there was an explosion at Gwalia owing
to the machinery branch granting cerfifi-
cates under working inspections, and
after atfention was drawn fo the matter
ex-Inspector Lovegrove was made a
seapegoat; yet the Chief Inspector was
still pursuing the system, and only re-
cently a similar explosion was narrowly
averted at Collie. He (Mr. Scaddan)
would not be doing his duty if he were
to permit this state of affairs to continue
without raising his wvoice. He had
stated in this Chamber that a certain
boiler at Collie, which received several
certificates under working inspeetions,
was ultimately inspeeted as provided by
the Machinery Aect, and was found to be
so faulty that it was there and then eon-
demned outright. And the inspector
reported that the plate was actnally
eaten through in one place on the erown
of the boiler. These were cireumstances
that should not be permitted to continue,
and whoever was responsible should
suffer., He (Mr. Scaddan) would not
minimise the ability of M. Gill, the
Acting Chief Inspector of Machinery.

The Minister for Mines: Yet last year
the hon. member reflected strongly on
that officer.

Mr. SCADDAN: And from one stand-
point  the refleetions would be equally
strong to-day. He recognised, however,
that Mr. Gill must be loyal to his
superior officer.

The Minister : Ch!
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Mr, Bath: If he was not, the Chief
Inspector would work him out quick and
lively. ’

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister said
f£Qh!? but the faet remained that Mr.
(ill, as Aecting Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery was nof likely to condemn the
action of his chief who was only away
on leave, Mr. Gill knowing well that he
would have to work under that chief
when he came back. That was a sound
position taken up by Mr. Gill, and one
that any sane man would expect. But
he {Mr. Scaddan) still objected, and had
objected at the time, to the coneluding
sentence of Mr. (#ill’s summary of the
files-——that his (Mr. Scaddan’s) state-
ments were absolutely incorreet, and
that he should be called upon to with-
draw them at the earliest possible
moment. He would net withdraw one
word of them; he would if necessary
repeat them here and new, and would
add to them. The maghinery branch,
with  their marvellons chief, fook
four years to make the first inspection
in accordance with the Aet; took four
years to calenlate the working pressure
that boiler would sustain. And then
they discovered that though the boiler
had been manufactured for 2 maximum
working pressure of 80 pounds per
square inch, they had granted a ecertifi-
cate for 100 pounds.

The Minister for Mines: That was in-
corvect.

Mr., SCADDAN: It was absolutely cor-
reet.

Mr, Bath: Absolutely. It was on the
departmental file.

The Minister for Mines: All depended
on the factor of safety.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was only a quibble
on the parl of the Inspection of Machi-
nery Branch to say anything about a fac-
tor of safety. The inspector of machi-
nery worked out the dimensions of the
boiler when instructed to do so, four
years after the first certificate was grant-
ed; and he found that the waximum
working pressure for which the boiler was
constructed—this was the wording of the
departniental report—was 80 pounds per
square inch; and Mr. Inspector Hurst-
house wrote a minute at the bottom of
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the report: “Do you concur in the maxi-
mum working pressure being fixed at 80
pounds per square inch as reeommended
by the distriet inspector?’ And the
Chief Inspector or the acting chief re-
plied, “I comcur. Eighty pounds’ pres-
sure is the maximum working pressure.”’
And now the same officers, whet faced
with their own words, said it was a mat-
ter of the factor of safety. That was
not s0. Reed’s Engineer’s Handbook, page
268—and he counld bring half a dozen
other authorities—dealt with the factor
of safety, and quoted the Board of Trade
regulations:—“With reference to the
divisor 5, by which we obtain the work-
ing pressure from the bursting pressure
on the seams, the Board of Trade have
issued the following cireular, showing that
this divisor must be:—

“When cylindrical boilers are made
of the bhest material, with all the rivet-
holes drilled in place, and all the seams
fitted with double butt straps, each of
at least five-eighths the thickness of the
plates they cover, and all the seams at
least double-rivetted with rivets having
an allowanee of not more than 75 per
cent. over the single shear, and pro-
vided that the boilers have been open
to inspection during the whole period
of eonstruction—

It was not done with this boiler—

then five may be unsed as the factor of
safoty. The tensile strength of the
iron 18 to be taken as equal to 47,000
Ibs. per square inch with the grain, and
40,000 Ibs. across the grain. The boil-
ers must be tested by hydraulic pres-
sure in the presence and to the satis-
faction of the board’s surveyors. But
when the above conditions are not com-
plied with, the additions in the follow-
ing seale must be added to the factor
five according to the eircumstances of
each case. (a.) .15 to be added when
all the holes are fair and good in the
longitudinal seams, bot drilled out of
place after bending. (b.) 3 to be
added when all the holes are fair and
good in the longitudinal seams, bat
drilled out of place before bending.
(e.) .3 to be added when all the holes
are fair and good in the longitudinal
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seamns, but punched after bending in-

stead of drilled.”
And so it went on, giving the different
points where they had to be added in the
event of the first conditions not being
complied with. But outside that, even if
it were not necessary, when the depart-
ment discovered after they took the di-
mensions that the maximum pressure was
80lbs. to the square inch, thongh they had
granted certificates for four years for
100lbs., they turned round on this quibble
of this matter of factor of safety. The
department mwight elaim that there was
a test of the boiler after fowr years’
work and that on this test they arrived at
the conclusion that 80lbs. was the maxi-
mum working pressure, but the dimen-
sions were taken by instructions from the
Chief Inspector. Possibly it was after
attention had been drawn to the fact that
there was provision made for inspection.
The dimensions were worked out, and it
was done in the same fashion as if it were
the first inspection of a new boiler, and
the eonclusion was arrived at that SOlbs,
to the square inch was the maximum pres-
sure for that boiler. The boiler was at
a mine at Collie. Two boilers were placed
there at the same time, and the machi-
nery department weve informed that they
were in use. That was before the de-
partment had granfed the certificate.
Then the department sent down the notice-
of-ownership schednles on which the
owners were supposed to state the maxi-
mum pressure for the boiler, The owners
actually stated that the maximum was
100lbs. per syvare ineh for which the
boiler was constructed. The officers of
the department took the statement and
made the inspeetion’ without taking the
particulars, and granted a certificate for
100lbs. working pressure. [The Minis-
ter: We had the hon. member’s statement
for that.] It was on the files of the de-
partment that the boiler was inspected
but no standards were taken. The de-
partment afterwards asked the owners
for a copy of the makers’ test certificate,
and were probably told that Fultor and
Co. were the makers. If they bad eom-
phed with the Machinery Aect there would
have been no necessity for getting the
makers’ test certificate; on the first inspee-
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tion they should have been able to tell
what the boiler was fit for. The depart-
ment applied to Clemenger Bros. for the
makers’ test certificate, but were unable
to get it. At first Mr. Clemenger was
away, and then Fulton and Co. were in
lignidation, So the department took the
word of the owners that 100lbs. was the
correct thing. No precauntion was taken
to see whether the boilers were working
under a . proper pressure, but they
went on issuing working inspection certi-
ficates, because a stoppage of the boilers
might mean an inrush of water in the
mine. But strange to relate, there were
reports from the mine to the machinery
department that the beilers had been shut
down three weeks before an inspection
was due. However, the department gave
another working inspection certificate
over a short period and a new boiler was
put in. An inspector then inspected the
boiler and immediately had it thrown out
of commission. These things were con-
tinually going on in the department. The
Minister, if he would only have an in-
quiry into the matter would have it proved
up to the hilt. But the Minister avoided
the issue on every possible oecasion.

The Minister: The hon. member should
not talk nonsense,

The CHAIRMAN:
noi interject.

Mr. SCADDAN : It was correct.
Where was the careful and early con-
sideration given to the rvesult of the
Gwalia inquiry? Was it right to per-
mit the Chief Inspector of Maehinery to
ignore an act of Parliament? Was not
the Gwalia explosion sufficient warning
that the system of issuing certificates on
working inspections was dangerous? It
was the practice of one inspeetor to send
any letters of complaint he received to
the persons eomplained of.

The Minister: Who was the officer?

Mr. SCADDAN: Inspeector Nicholson.
Would the Minister deny that?

The Minister: How could he?

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister had
already denied what was on the files.

The Minister: Because he knew it was
incorreet.

Mr. SCADDAN: How did the Min-
ister konow?

The Minister must
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The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
<ould not questton the Minister across the
floor. The-attention of the Minister had
just been drawn to the impropriety of
interjecting; but the hon. member im-
mediately afterwards personally eontra-
dicted the Minister and challenged in-
terjections. The hon. member must not
challenge interjections, neither must in-
terjections be made.

Mr. SCADDAN : Apparently what
evidence was brought. forward would have
no effect on the Minister. The past had
shown what a waste of fime it was for
a member to give any of his time to a
serntiny of the machinery department.
It was impossible to get reforms. The
Chief Tnspector had about the rosiest
billet in the State. Aeccompanied by an-
other officer he had travelled to Bunbury,
Ravensthorpe and Albany to examine
eighteen candidates in all at a eost of
£73 8s. Sd.

The Minister: The hon. member had
always advocated a travelling board of
examiners.

Mr., SCADDAN: Yes, and the Min-
ister had practically promised to insti-
tute a board to go to the populous cen-
tres, but no one imagined the Minister
would send two highly qualified officers
to Ravensthorpe to examine ten candi-
dates. Inspector Cullingworth who ae-
companied the Chief Inspeetor had done
other work, but there was already an
inspector who visited Ravensthorpe dis-
trict regularly, and that officer should
have been capable of conducting exam-
inations from a paper set in Perth by
the board of examiners. On this visit,
though Mr. Cullingworth did other work,
the Chief Inspector did not even inspeect
a boiler.

The MINISTER: The Chief Inspee-
tor had recommended another officer to
accompany him, but he (the Minister)
had instructed Mr. Cullingworth to go,
and at the same time make a report on
the district.

{Mr. Ware took the Chair.]

Mr. SCADDAN: The Chief Inspector
did not put the whole of the facts before
the Minister, and the Minister should
take steps to ascertain why that had not
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been dene. The Chief Inspector had
withheld from the Minister the informa-
tion, that there was another inspeetor who
visited the distriet regularly, which was
shown by the faet that in the records of
the department there were the reports of
regular inspections in the Ravensthorpe
distriect. The inspector of mines could
easily have examined candidates on the
paper prepared by the board in Perth,
and it seemed unnecessary that the Chief
Inspector should have to proceed to Rav-
ensthorpe any more than to other places
in the State where examinations were
held. A great blunder was made in mov-
ing the inachinery department from under
the eye of the Minister. From that time
onward the cost of the administration of
the department had heen going up by
leaps and bounds.

The Minister: The change was made
in Mr. Hastie’s time.

Mr. SCADDAN: The earliest oppor-
tunity shounld be taken to veetify the hugh
blunder made and have the branch re-
moved to the head office. The Chief In-
spector should have some praetical and
technieal knowledge of boilers and ma-
chinery. But his prineipal duty was to
concur or otherwise in reports that had
passed through the hands of the tech-
nieal officer in the department. The Min-

Jister should test the eapabilities of the

Chief Inspector by sending him out for
six months and comparing his record
with the records of other officers in the
department whom the Chief Inspector
sarrounded with red tape and harassed
in their work. Any officer in the depart-
ment would show a better record of prac-
tical work. He would move that the
item be struck out to emphasise his pro-
test in regard to this matter. TUntil this
officer was compelled to do some outside
work the salary paid to him was a waste
of money,

[5 oclock a.m.]

Mr. SCADDAN (continuing): Pos-
sibly they would be told it was a case
of petty spite, but he did not eare for
that. It was an honest endeavour on his
parl to purge the Machinery Department
of maladministration. He was quite
certain that the branch eould be con-
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ducted equally as well without the ehief
inspector as with him, and he would not
be satisfied until the Minister paid gome
attention to this department. In order
to show his feeling with regard to the
question he would move an amend-
menf—
That the item be struck out.

Mr., STUART: Last year, after the
seleet conmnittee appointed to inquire in-
to the Gwalia explosion had drawn up
their report, it was discussed late in the
session and it was decided by the House
that the report was worth the early and
earnest consideration of the Government.
There had been plenty of time sinee then
for the Govermment to have shown that
they considered the matter as seriously
as it demanded. Had the explosion in
question oecurred 20 minutes later, when
between two and three hundred men
would have been within range of the ex-
plosives, the death-roll would have been
enormous and one of the worst ever ex-
perienced in this State. The evidenee
was most convineing that there had been
neglect somewhere, and if those respon-
sible were still in the service—and he had
heard that one of those responsible had
been rewarded by five months’ leave of
absence—it was time that something far-
ther was done in the matter. He agreed
with all the member for Ivanhoe had
said. The question was not being dealt
with in the manner it deserved and faith
was not being kept with the House.
Merbers carried a resolution and the
matter should not have heen ignored as
had been the case.

The MINISTER FOR MINES
did not presume members would expect
him to answer in detail every charge or
statement made by the member for Ivan-
hoe i conneciion with the department.
It would be presumptucus even to think
it would be a fair thing to ask him to
go into ali these details in reply to the
charges without baving those charges
placed properly before him.

Mr. Scaddan: They had had experi-
ence of the Minister’s replies.

The MINISTER : The reasons which
had actvated the member in connection
with the mafters were easy to be under-
stood.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Inepection of Machinery.

Mr. Scaddan : State them.

The MINISTER: The hon, member
had given the reasons himself. In con.
nection with the explosion at the Gwaliz
mine, reference had been made to the re-
tirement of Mr. Lovegrove. He also ve-
gretted that that gentleman had left the
service. He was an officer in whom he
had had a good deal of confidence and
who had dene very good work for the
department; but when there was a case
of the head of the department, in whom
one had to place all the responsibility
for the work, and on the other hand an
officer, and there was a disagreement be-
tween the two, the Government must get
rid either of the head of the branch or
of the officer, In this case on the re-
commendlation of the chief inspector the
offiecer had to leave the service.

Mr, Scaddan: What was the nature of
the disagreement?

The MINISTER: He would not enter
into those details now.  Although Mr.
Lovegrove was in the department for
nearly two and a half years, during the
whole of that time by the special re-
quest of the chief inspector he was re-
tained on the temporary staff and nof
put on the permanent staff. With re-
gard to the boilers at the Collie, instead
of the officers of the Machinery Depart-
ment heing ecriticised so adversely as was
the case, the wember should have gone
through the file and he would have been
satisfied that the officers had done spee-
fally goud work and had been specially
careful. The member for Ivanhoe bad
been greatly mistaken in assuming that
no examination was made of these boil-
ers. Mr. Gill had advised him with re-
gard to the matter and in connection
with the hoilers in question the factor of
safety had been reduced. The Board of
Trade gave the factor of 4 as sufficient,
but after the examination of the boiler
but after the examination of the boiler
it was decided to reduce that factor to
514, The facts of the case were con-
tained in the following report which was
written by Mr. Gill, the officer of whom
the member for Ivanhoe had spoken so
highly :—

% The facts re inspection are as fol-
low :—December 20th, 1902 : Both
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boilers were thoroughly examined im-
mediately after removal from trucks.
Granted 12 wmonths' certificate at 100
Ihs., expiring August 25, 1904.—Note:
Boilers are believed to have svorked
from June, 1903, until October, 1903,
about 4 months. Boilers were not
worked again till April, 1805, when
they were reset at Scottish Colliery.
April & 1903 : Letter received from
Secottish Collieries stating that boilers
had been removed from Collie. Boulder
and had started at Scottish Collieries,
and asking for permit to continne
working. April 11, 1805 : Wrote Col-
liery saying inspector had been advised
to attend early and make inspection.
Permit refused. May 3, 1905 : In-
speetor attended, found boilers at
work. A working inspeciion was made
and certificate granted for 3 months,
viz. till August 24, 1905, at 100lbs.
Note : Boilers had only worked 4
months since leaving makers’ yard.—
Septemher, 4, 1905 : Tnspector received
letter from Colliery asking that inspee-
tion should be deferred. He had evi-
-dently asked that boilers be prepared
for this inspeetion. September 5,
1905 : A working inspection was
made and cerlificale granied expiring
March 24, 1906, at 100lbs. Inspector
forwarded letter from Mr. Diek, Mine
Manager, and Secretary, Mr. Watson,
.along with above report, both explain-
ing that it was impossible to close
-down on account of water. Mr. Dick
also explained that ‘Within last 3
+weeks our engineer inspected the boiler
and found it in good eondition, see
page 41, file 530. Mareh 9, 1906 :
Made working inspection—Certificate
eurrent. March 12, 1906 : Letter re-
.ceived from inspector enclosing one
from manager, Mr. Hutchinson, beg-
ging as water trouble still continued
and a new boiler was about to be eree-
ted, that certificate be extended for a
term of three months. March 22, 1906
Waorking inspection made and certi-
ficate granted expiring Sth June, 1906.
Pressure reduced to 70lbs. in absence
of thorough inspection. Letter dated

12th April, 1906, from manager (see
page 67, file 950), stating boiler 950
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was blown off on Mareh 28th ‘and
found to be in good econdition, free
from scale and corrosion.” April 24,
1906 : Inspector wrote enclosing letter
from general manager dated April
12, 1906, objecting to a reduetion of
pressare. May 4, 1906 : Replied to
general manager explaining necessity
of reduction owing to boilers not hav-
ing been opened up for thorough in-
spection. June 13, 1906 : Letter from
general manager, stating new hoiler in
conrse of erection and would be ready
in one month, and asking for inspee-
tion to be postponed till then. June
13, 1906 : Inspector attended and made
working inspection granting certificate
expiring 13th July, 1906, at T0lbs.
This certificate was not taken up and
fee was not paid. July 31, 1906 :
Letter from general manager . saying
‘New hoiler now completed ; we shall
be glad if you will arrange with your
inspeector to visit our mine and inspect
boilers as early as is eonvenient to
you! Angust 1, 1906 : Wired reply,
* Inspector leaving for Collie Thurs-
day ; have boilers prepared for in-
speetion.’” August 4, 1906 : The new
boiler now having been erected both
boilers were thoroughly examined.
950 redueced to 60lbs. and 951 refused
certificate until repairs are made.”
There was clear evidence from this, if
the report were eorreet, that the boiler
was examined. If what Mr. Gill stated
were true the examination of the boiler
inside and outside was made when it
fivst arrived. It was shown on the file
that the working pressure of the boiler
was only given at 80lbs., whereas it had
originally been allowed to work at
100Ibs. The inspeetor finding that the
water was very inferior believed that
injury would be done to the boiler, and
knowing that if he compelled it to be
closed down for examination it would
mean the closing down of the mine, he
took the precaution of redueing the
factor of safety. Mr. Gill also said in
his report:—

“Under ordinary eircumstances the
boilers should have been in almost per-
fect order and the inspector is to be
commended for having exercised
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special cantion by-—{a) Inspecting the
boilers immediately on arrival when
new. (b) Submitiing them to a hy-
dranlic test immediately after erection.
{c) Issning certificates of short dura-
tion when therongh ingpection was not
practicable. (d) And obtaining re-
ports from engineer as to internal con-
dition of boilers during temporary siop-
page, see pp. 41 and 67, file 950.—Had
the inspector not been suspicions of the
feed water and as a consequence, taken
the precautions he did, it is quite pos-
sible that he might have been tempted
to have granted longer certificate and
s0 have courted a perhaps serious acei-
dent.” .
He concluded by saying that the remarks
made by Mr. Seaddan were mot as cor-
rect as they might have been. As to the
matters which had been brought before
fbe House he was not in a position to
deal with the techmical work of the de-
partment and he had not the slightest
hope of ever doing so. He, however, had
every belief that the inspectors bad' been
carrying ount their work fairly well. The
department had cost the State a little
more than it should, but for that he would
blame the fact that there had been too
much wet-nursing, too mueh of what the
hon. member desired. There was wet-
nursing at the present time and the re-
cords which were needed were alinost in-
terminable. There had to be a knowledze
of the boiler from the time it eame into
the State. every person who handled it
had to be dealt with, and the most minor
details had to he obtained and filed. More
care was taken of a boiler and its life
than of an infant. If the member for
Ivanhoe had his way there would be far
greater restrictions still. There was no
place in Australia where the water was
so bad for boilers as in Western Australia,
but at the same time he would like to ask
what serious accident had there been in
the back country owing to boiler explo-
sions? He did not think there had been
one seriocus accident in connection with
the department, Theve was the aecident
at Gwalia, which might have resulted
seriously, and another at Kalgoorlie; but
he could not remember any case where
harm had resulted. Although the de-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Inspection of Machinery.

partment had not been able to satisfy the
member for Ivanhoe he could understand
why they bad not been able to. They
bhad done partienlarly good work and cer-
tainly had prevented any of those dread-
ful accidents which had occurred even
within the past few weeks in the Eastern
States.

Mr., SCADDAY: The Minister sug-
gested that he eould give the reason which
had actuated him (Mr. Seaddan) in com-
plaining of the department. ILet him en-
lighten members and the public. Every
eriticism or action of his in a private or
public capacity in connection with the
department was open to the critieism of
everyone. Rather than infer things let
the Minister say straight out what he
meant.

The MINISTER: There were no in-
sinuations. What he believed the member-
wanted was to have greater restrictions
in regard to ail those matters affeeting the
inspection of machinery. The hon. mem-
ber knew that he was antagonistic to
certain of the additional restrictions
which were desired by him and he was
guite sure that those were the reasons why
the member for Ivanhoe had taken the
action he had done that evening.

Mr. SCADDAN: Shortly after the Aect
was brought into foree he gave an
interview to the Press concerning eom-
plaints which avere being made as to the
inspection of boilers. He said that if
the Aet was administered in the spirit
intended by Parliament there need be
none of the inequalities now stated to
exist. He stated to the Press representa-
tive that he had drawn the attention of
the House when in Commitiee to the fact
that it would be impossible to carry out
the inspection and certification with
rigorous punctuality in all cases unless .a
small army of inspectors was appointed.
He had suggested that in cases where it
was impossible for the inspection to be
earried out in time it should be permissible
for the mine manager in conjunction with
the certificated engine-driver to make a
provisional test. There was no desire on
his part to restrict anything. If there
were to be restrietions it was only in the
direction of the proper protection of life.
In eonneetion with the other matters, the



Estimnates :

Minister could peruse the documents as
closely as he liked, and he would find
there was no desive to restrict. The in-
spector and officers of the department ran
away with themselves. The expenditure
of the department was continually ino-
ereasing, but the work did not increase
in proportion to the expenditure. There
was no need for technical officers in
the head office in Perth surrounding the
chief inspector, who did nothing but
simply write the words “I coneur.” The
Minister eould do the same amount of
work with a 1unbber stamp. The inspec-
tor did no thinking for himself. The
desire he (Mr. Seaddan) had was to purge
the department, and he would not rest
until he had done so. As to the Collie
boilers, the summary placed in the hands
of the Minister, although eorveet as far
as it went, was not a full copy of the file
and did not give the Minister a correct
idea as to the boilers. When the owners
of the boilers applied for a farther ex-
tension, they had thrown the boiler out
of commission and examined it them-
selves, yet the Machinery Department lost
sight of this matter, The Minister had
said members ought to conunend the offi-
cers becanse they examined the boiler,
when that duty was imposed on them by
the Act. The Minister commended them
because they put the boiler to a hydraulie
test, vet that was another duty imposed
on them by the Aet, and the Manister far-
ther commended them because they con-
demned the boiler, when the boiler had
just previously been working on a work-
ing certificate. He brought these matters
forward to try and get the Act admin-
istered as it ought to be. The officer
should do something for the salary re-
eeived. We should not pay a large salary
to the chief imspector, who did no work
but simply eoncurred in the recommenda-
tions of inferior officers.

Mr. ANGWIN: The remarks of the
Minister reflected diseredit on the depart-
raent. Not long age Parliament put a
man in prison for refusing to give evi-
dence before a select committee. Owing
to a disagreement between the chief in-
spector of machinery and one of his offi-
cers, which no doubt took place because
of certain evidence given before a select
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committee, the subordinate officer was dis-
missed, really beecause he had given evi-
dence against the chief inspector. Both
officers should have been dismissed. It
was entirely wrong for the department t{o
dismiss an officer or cause him to lose his
pusition beeause he gave evidence before
a seleet commiftee. This was a serious
matter.
Amendment put and negatived.

" Item—Inspeetors (district inspectorial
staff), £2,726:

My, SCADDAN: The Public Service
Commissioner had classified the district
mspectors, in sowe cases recomntending
increases and in others decreases. If the
Minister desired to obtain men of experi-
ence with a knowledge of machinery and
boilers it would be impossible to do so
for the salary proposed by the Publie
Service Commisioner. Inspectors had
thousands of lives in their hands. On the
fields the inspector of a winding plant
should be a man of exceptional ability,
so should an inspector of boilers; for the
explosion of a boiler in a populous centre
might mean the loss of many lives. If
we offered inspeetors the miserable salary
proposed by the Publie Service Commis-
sioner we should not retain the officers we
had, nor obtain capable officers in future.

Itewn—Examination of engine-drivers,
spectors, ete., £300:

Mr. STUART: Did the examination
inelude the medieal examination under
the reguiations?

The Minister: No.

Mr., STUART: Could not scme pro-
vision be made so that the men would not
have to bear the expense of the medical
examination themselves.

The Minister: It did not often oceur.

Mr. SCADDAN: In rezard to the
Holman hoist, if it was the intention of
the Minister to stand by the regulation
he had made, would he ask the associa-
tions in the various distriets to appoint
one engine-driver to conduct the examin-
ation? Because instances had been
brought under his notice where positions
had been jeopardised. Engine-drivers
had refused to examine individuals, and
if a manager asked an engine-driver to
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examine a man in charge of a Holman
hoist and the engine-driver refused to
pass the wan the position of the engine-
driver was jeopardised.

The MINISTER: Inquiry would be
made into this matter. He wished to
feel satisfied of the siatements given to
him that certificated engine-drivers, who
were asked to give a certificate to men
working Holman hoists, had refnsed. He
understood these men were declining to
act in the capacity of examiners. The
result was that we would not get men
to use the Holwan hoists. If the mem-
ber for Ivanlioe and the Leader of the
Opposition would go to Kalgoorlie with
him (the Minister), we could go round
and inquire into both sides of the ques-
tion. If a first-class certificated engine-
driver refused to give a certificate, he
(the Minister} would amend the regu-
lations and take the certificate from the
engine-driver altogether, It might be
dangerous to allow persons under the
present conditions to use the hoists at a
great depth, but no aection would bhe
taken at present. He wished a good
limit of safety.

Mr. BATH: It was just as dangerous
to use a Holman hoist to raise men as
the best engine in the world.

Item—Ineidental, including postage,
stationery, advertising, equipment, in-
struments, travelling, shoeing, forage,
printing, ete. £2,250:

Mr, ANGWIN: A motor car was in-
cluded in this item. Some time ago the
Government had a motor and had &iffi-
culty in getting rid of it.

The MINISTER: This would be the
third motor the department had.

Mr. ANGWIN: What was done with
them ¢ On the goldfields tracks one
might take a motor bieyele but not a
moetor car.

The MINISTER: Thé introduetion
of these motor cars was a great saving to
the department. For a long time he
tried to urge on ithe machinery depart-
ment the advisability of having motor
cars, but the machinery officers would
not take them. He (the Minister) sent
one to the inspector of mines at Kal-
goorlie and there were two there now.

[COUNCIL.]

Leave of Absence.

Mvr. Hudson had teld him of the marvel-
lous work dene with these motors. They
could run to Bulong in the morning and
be back at mid-day. One day an acei-
dent occurred at Burbanks; the inspee-
tor left at half-past two and althongh
the train left at the same time the motor
car arvived at Burbanks before the train,
If this motor car was a suecess he \\ould
get more.

Other items agreed to; vote put and
passed.

This concluded the votes for the Mines
Department.

Progress veported, and leave given to
sit again.

BILL-WORKERS COMPENSA-
TION AMENDMENT,

Received fromn the Legislative Coun-
cil, and read a first time,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at ten minutes
to 6 o'clock Wednesday morning, until
the afternoon,

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 13th November, 1907.
Leave of Absence PA?%

Billa: Marringe Act Ame'ndment'. Com repor’bed 729
State Children, postponed

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.n.

Prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by the Hon. 5. J. Haynes
farther leave of absence for three eon-



